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Foreword 
by 

David G. Chandler 

Head of Dept. of War Studies, 
RM.A. at Sandhurst. 

In Biography for Beginners, E. C. Bentley wrote: 

'Geography is about maps, 
But biography is about chaps.' 

For the reader of military histor no such clear distinction can be 
drawn, for both men and maps are inextricably in olved in the 
prosecution and in the stud of modern wars. Supply and demand 
have not always coincided in either case. General Sir lan Hamilton 
reputedly had to begin planning the ultimatel disastrous Gallipoli 
campaign of 1915-16 with the sole aid of an outdated tourist 
guide. A generation later Field-Marshal Sir William Slim wryly 
noted that in his experience most battles were fought in the dark, 
uphill , in the rain and at a spot that was inevitably at the corner of 
four separate map-sheets. As for the student of warfare seeking 
information from the printed word, there are still too many books 
which include inadequate supporting cartography and sometimes 
none at all. This volume of maps diagrams and supporting text 
will prove particularly useful to the reader studying the dramatic 
events of the Second World War, whether for the first time or with 
some considerable experience behind him. 

No map or diagram, however carefully designed and executed, 
can give more than a very generalized idea of the military events 
portrayed. The bold sweep of a coloured arrow over a broad tract 
of country can give scant idea of the destruction, death and horror, 
the din, dust and smell, or the alternating human emotions of 
terror, elation and boredom, that go to make up the complexity of 
modern war. Everything on a campaign or battle map appears 
straightforward. However, as Clausewitz wrote in his celebrated 
study, On War: 'Everything is very simple in War, but the simplest 
thing is difficult. These difficulties accumulate and produce a 
friction which no man can imagine exactly who has not seen War.' 

Continued overleaf 

7 



8 

On the other hand the careful examination of a book of this 
kind can give some appreciation of the sweep of a huge struggle, 
its ebb and flow over continents and oceans, and through the air
space over them. The participant r(,lrely sees much of the overall 
game, and finds it particularly hard to relate one event to another 
many hundreds of miles away. Winston Churchill was exceptional 
in his ability to diagnose the great turning points of the Second 
World War. On 22 June 1941 - the date on which Hitler launched 
Operation Barbarossa, the invasion of the Soviet Union - the 
British Prime Minister claimed that he realized we would not lose 
the war. Just over five months later - on 7 December 1941, which 
saw the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and the entry of the 
United States into the war - he became convinced that we would 
win it. The enlargement of the war area in June and the 
subsequent drawing in of the ast manpower and industrial 
resources of the USA were the two critical events in the struggle , 
and although a number of great triumphs still awaited the arms of 
the Axis in the long term the were doomed to defeat providing 
the Allied resolve and determination held firm - as indeed it was 
to do . All must hope that the world is ne er required to face such 
an overall ordeal - made all the more terrible b nuclear weaponry 
- agam. 



Introduction 

This atlas of the main military and naval events of the Second World War has been 
divided into sections representing the general theatres of the war. Each theatre is 
followed to its conclusion through the text, which explains and amplifies briefly the 
details given in the maps. The various theatres did not, of course, exist in isolation, 
though to the majority of combatants at ground and sea levels it must have appeared 
that they did. Events in one theatre of war naturally affected events and decisions in 
other theatres. These events must be assessed in parallel if the many pressures that 
influenced their course and outcome are to be appreciated fully. 

For example, the war in North Africa and, later, in Italy, as well as the need for 
garrisons in western Europe, siphoned off reserves which were urgently required on 
Hitler's Russian front. Similarly, his need of troops and equipment in Russia eroded 
Hitler's commitment to Rommel in North Africa. Wavell also suffered in this respect: 
many of his own troops were drawn off by the Allied need for reinforcements in 
Greece. Hitler's ultimate problem came with the Allied invasion of north-west Europe, 
when h_e was confronted by simultaneous pressures from east, west and south. 

The Allies themselves were not in complete agreement about the overall strategy of 
the war. The Americans favoured an early landing in France but the British were 
determined to attack the 'soft underbelly' of Europe, through North Africa and Italy. 
Although the Americans were at first persuaded to adopt the British approach, the 
Italian campaign was eventually hampered by taking second place to the preparations 
for the Normandy landings. The British maintained that a determined advance through 
Italy would have enabled the Allies to reach Vienna before the Russians and, perhaps, 
to have anticipated the Russian drive through eastern Europe. But the Americans did 
not wish to become embroiled in European political rivalries. Even when they had the 
opportunity to reach Berlin before the Russians, they held their advance on the Elbe, 
so as not to provoke Stalin. The Russians seized their chance and the scene was set for 
future strife. 

The war in the Orient remained on the whole a completely separate struggle, though 
inevitably it acted as a drain on Allied resources which might otherwise have been 
deployed in Europe. Japan had invaded China in 1937 and by 1939 held substantially 
the richest areas of China. It was the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941 and the 
declaration of war by America that committed Germany and Italy in turn to declare 
war on America in support of their Axis partner. Thus America was drawn into both 
theatres simultaneously. These theatres actually impinged on each other's territory only 
in the Indian Ocean, with Japanese threats to Ceylon and Madagascar. Control of the 
Indian Ocean would have given the Japanese a base from which to attack Allied sea 
routes from Suez to the Far East and Australia; it would also have had a serious 
bearing on events in North Africa. Paradoxically, it was the Russians who gained most 
in the east, though they kept out of the war until the very end. They invaded 
Manchuria on the same day that the bomb was dropped on Nagasaki and over-ran the 
country in nine days, completing their conquest after the cease-fire came into force 
between Japan and the Allies. 

With these examples of overlapping influences in mind, it is worth putting the 
various theatres in proper perspective by presenting the events briefly in overall 
chronological sequence. The war in Europe began with Hitler's invasion of Poland in 
September 1939, the invasion of Denmark and Norway in April 1940, and the invasion 
of France and the Low Countries inMay 1940. Italy did not enter the war until June, 
when the fall of France seemed certain. 

The North African theatre opened up as soon as Mussolini took his stand beside 
Hitler; S,O did the war in the Balkans. The Italians invaded Egypt in September 1940, 
and, impatient for success, advanced into Greece in October. These were the months 
of the Battle of Britain and Hitler's plan for Operation Sealion. Having failed on that 
front, Hitler turned his attention to plans for the invasion of Russia. Meanwhile the 
Italians had been thrown out of Greece and held by Wavell in Egypt. Between 
December 1940, and February 1941, Wavell achieved brilliant successes against the 
Italians in Libya and began his Ethiopian campaign but it was in February, too, that 
Rommel arrived in North Africa. By April 1941, Rommel had recovered Cyrenaica. In 
the same month, Hitler invaded Yugoslavia and Greece, swiftly making up for the 
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earlier Italian failure. In May, the Germans over-ran Crete. For the next three years, 
the Allies had to resort to short, sharp raids by Combined Operations as their chief 
means of offensive in Europe. 

With the Balkans secured, Hitler unleashed Operation Barbarossa on an ill-prepared 
Russia in June 1941. While the fortunes of the protagonists in North Africa swept to 
and fro during the remainder of that year, the Germans burst through the inadequate 
Russian defences. By November, they were on the outskirts of Moscow, while in North 
Africa the Crusader battles raged around Tobruk. By the end of the year, German 
forces in both theatres were temporarily halted. 

On December 7, 1941, the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor and the Americans 
entered the war. The Japanese conquest of the Pacific Islands and of Malaya and 
Burma was startlingly swift. The government of the Dutch East Indies surrendered on 
March 8, 1942. The last remaining forces in Bataan and Corregidor, in the Philippines, 
surrendered on April 9 and May 6 respectively. By May 15, British forces in Burma 
had withdrawn behind the River Chindwin. But there were signs of hope as well. 
Between May 3 and 8, the first Japanese attempt to seize Port Moresby was stopped in 
the Coral Sea. On June 4, the Japanese suffered another severe setback in the Battle of 
Midway. 

On June 28, 1942, Hitler's summer offensive on the Russian front began with 
renewed vigour. Stalingrad itself was under attack by August. In North Africa, 
Rommel seemed unstoppable. Tobruk fell to him in June. In July, Auchinleck barely 
managed to hold him in the first Battle of El Alamein. Hitler was on the verge of great 
triumphs. The Arctic convoys bringing vital supplies to the Russians were under heavy 
attack. In July, Convoy PQ-17 was virtually wiped out by German U-boats and 
bombers. The story was similar in the Mediterranean, where the Malta convoys were 
essential to the survival of the island fortress that still threatened Rommel's supply 
route. In August, the exhausted remains of the Pedestal convoy barely got through to 
sustain Malta during the months of extreme crisis. In the Far East, US marines were 
struggling to obtain a foothold on the island of Guada1canal. 

The German situation was very different by the end of that year. Between the night 
of October 23-24 and November 4, Montgomery inflicted a signal defeat on Rommel at 
the second Battle of El Alamein. Four days later, the Americans landed in North 
Africa. On November 19, the Russians began their own counter-attack at Stalingrad 
and Paulus was forced to surrender the remains of VI Army at the end of January 
1943. Manstein made several brilliant attempts to hold the Russians, as they fought to 
retrieve the ground they had lost the previous year. He could not do so for long. In 
June, the Germans lost the tank battle of Kursk. By the end of the year, the Russians 
had established bridgeheads across the Dniepr. 

On May 13, not long before Kursk, the remaining Axis forces)n North Africa 
surrendered. The Allies invaded Sicily in July; in September, they landed in southern 
Italy. Their drive to Rome was halted by Kesselring's inspired defence and by 
December the stalemate at Monte Cassino had begun. Meanwhile, in the Pacific, the 
Americans were fighting their way from atoll to atoll. From June 1943, they were 
battling for the central Solomons. They over-ran the Gilbert Islands in November and 
the Marshall Islands in February 1944. On the mainland, the second Arakan campaign 
was opened by the British in December 1943, but in March 1944, the Japanese 
launched their attacks on Imphal and Kohima. 

In January 1944, Leningrad had at last been relieved, after a long and often terrible 
siege. Sebastopol was retaken by the Russians in May and the Ukraine was over-run. 
In mid-May, Monte Cassino fell at last and on June 4 the Americans entered Rome, 
just two days before the Allies landed on the Normandy beaches. Kohima and Imphal 
were relieved in the same month and in the Pacific the Battle of the Philippine Sea 
ensured the safety of the American landings on the Marianas. 

While the Allies fought through the hedgerows of north-west France, the Russians 
advanced on Poland. Forward units of the Soviet army crossed the Bug and entered 
Poland in mid-July. They had reached the Vistula by the end of the month. In August, 
the Germans entered Czechoslovakia. By the end of August, the Allies had liberated 
Paris and the Russians were within reach of Warsaw. They paused for breath, while the 
gallant Polish uprising in Warsaw during August and September was crushed by the 
Germans. The Poles in Warsaw surrendered on October 2, as the Allies advanced 
towards the Rhine. On October 20, the Americans returned to the Philippines and 
landed at Leyte. 



Hitler's last fling in the west was the Ardennes offensive in December 1944. He lost 
the so-called Battle of the Bulge, with the Russians applying constant pressure on the 
opposite front, as they advanced to the Oder, which they reached on January 31, 1945. 
The months of February and March, in the Far East, saw the American Marines 
fighting a bloody battle on Iwo Jima and Slim's 14th Army brilliantly recapturing 
Meiktila and Mandalay in Burma. On March 6, Hitler tried a last fling on his own 
eastern front but he failed to retain the Lake Balaton oil fields. On March 7, the Allies 
made their first crossing of the Rhine, over the bridge at Remagen. On April 1, the 
Americans landed at Okinawa; the final preliminary to the isolation of the Japanese 
homeland. American forces in Europe reached the Elbe on AJ?ril 12 and stopped. 
Vienna fell to the Russians on April 14. On April 16, two SOVIet fronts began their 
final advance on Berlin. The Reichstag fell on April 30. By the end of the first week in 
May, victory in Europe was assured. 

Victory in the east had still three months to wait. Rangoon was retaken by the Allies 
on May 3, 1945, only 'a few days before the German surrender in the west. Final 
resistance on Okinawa did not end until the third week in June. There were further 
mopping-up operations in the Philiprines until the end of the war. Preparations began 
for the assault on the main islands 0 Japan itself. Operation Olympic was scheduled 
for November 1945, for an assault on Kyushu. Operation Coronet was scheduled for 
March 1946, for the attack on Honshu. The atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima on 
August 6 and on Nagasaki on August 9 cut sharply across these plans. Anxious to seize 
what territory they could before the Japanese surrendered, the Russians invaded 
Manchuria on the same day as the Nagasaki bomb fell. The final Japanese surrender 
was signed on September 2, aboard the USS Missouri. The war, in all its theatres, was 
over at last. 
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War in Europe 

There were many who believed that the conflict of 1914-18 
had been the 'War to end all Wars'. Marshal Foch was not 
among those optimists. 'This is not peace,' he said, after the 
Treaty of Versailles; 'it is an Armistice for twenty years.' He 
read the German mood correctly. Unable to understand how 
she had lost the war, bowed beneath the weight of reparations, 
stripped of her colonies, isolated from her western neighbours 
by the demilitarized zone of the Rhineland and disarmed 
Germany required only a leader who could exploit and direct 
her sense of bitterness and frustration . 

It was not just Lebensraum to the east that Hitler wanted; 
it was Gentlan leadership of the whole of Europe. He would 

Europe on the eve of war. Britain is allied with France, Poland, and 
Turkey and has an understanding with the USA. Germany is allied with 
Italy, and has an understanding and non-aggression pact with the 
USSR. 
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seize by force if necessary what Germany had been cheated of 
in 1914-18. Building on the real hardship experienced by the 
pe?ple in t~e Depre.ssi?n .of 1931-32, Hitler's Nazi Party 
qUIckly obtamed a maJonty m the Reichstag and in 1933 Hitler 
became Chancellor. Two years later he repudiated the dis
armament terms of the Treaty of Versailles and in 1936 he put 
the nerve of the western powers to the test and marched into 
the Rh~neland. There was no reaction. Anxious for peace at 
any pnce, the western powers preferred to ignore all the 
obvious signs of impending conflict. 

Encouraged by their lethargy, Hitler annexed more than six 
million Austrian Germans in March 1938. In September he 
annexed three million more Germans in the Sudetenland. 
Bohemia and Moravia were occupied in March 1939 and the 
state of Slovakia was effectively isolated. In the same month, 
Memel was annexed, with its high German population. Hitler 
then looked towards Danzig and the Polish Corridor to the 
Baltic, which stood between Germany and East Prussia. 

At last the western powers had begun to re-arm. Hitler saw 
that he must make his move at once if he was to maintain his 
advantage. On August 23, 1939, he signed the Moscow Pact to 
protect his move into Poland. On September 1, he invaded 
Poland and two days later Britain declared war on Germany . 
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Blitzkrieg in Poland 

Hitler's invasion of Poland on September I, 1939, was the first 
full-scale demonstration of the swiftness and power of Blitzkrieg 
tactics. Weak points in the Polish defence were quickly' pen
etrated and units of resistance were isolated as German armour 
moved rapidly forward. There was little chance for co-ordinated 
counter-attacks. 

Without waiting to declare war, Germany invaded under 
cover of a pre-dawn air attack aimed at cities and soldiers alike. 
General von Brauchitsch's plan was a double pincer movement. 
The inner pincer (IV, VIII and X Armies) was to meet. on the 
Vistula at Warsaw, while the outer pincer (Ill and XIV Armies) 
was to meet on the Bug at Brest Litovsk (map I). The Luftwaffe 
had complete control of the sky by the second day of the 
campaign. By September 5, the Germans had broken through 
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the cordon defence and over-run the Polish Corridor (map 2). 
As the inner ' pincer moved on Warsaw (map 3), a Polish 
counterblow on the River Bzura failed to stop the Germans 
(map 4). Rundstedt routed Kutrzeba's Polish divisions in a 
fierce battle on a narrow front. 

Farther east, Guderian's armoured corps reached Brest 
Litovsk on September 14 and completed the outer pincer with 
Kleist' s armour from the south (map 5) . Three days later the 
Red Army intervened from the east, destroying the last Polish 
hopes. Warsaw surrendered on September 27 and the last 
organized resistance collapsed in the first week in October. The 
speed of the invasion had been partly prompted by Hitler' s 
desire to complete it before the French attacked him in return. 
In the event, both the French and British remained wholly 
inert. 

Polish first line 1 
defence armies 

Reser.ves , 

D 

Pinsk 

Rowne 

• 

RUMANIA 

1. Alignment of the forces on September 1, 
1939. The double pincer movement was to 
meet on the Vistula and the Bug. 

2. Thefirstfive dDys saw the break through 
the Polish defence and the X Army 
mechanized drive towards Warsaw. 

3. From September 6-10, the pincers from 
north and south were closing on Warsaw. 

4. The Battle of the Bzura: the failure of the 
only large-scale counterblow. 

5. The outer pincer closes on Brest Lilovsk 
and the Red Army intervenes. Warsaw held 
out for ten more dDys after the Soviet 
involvement. 
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The Invasion of Norway 

Norway was important to Hitler as a 
springboard for . aerial attack against 
Britain and against the British naval 
blockade which threatened the route of 
his vital supply ships bearing iron-ore 
from Sweden through the port of Narvik. 

Germany invaded Denmark and Nor
way without warning. On April 8, 1940, 
British warships encountered German 
vessels escorting transports towards 
Kristiansand, Stavanger, Bergen, Trond
heim and Narvik. Landings were 
achieved at all these ports on April 9 but 
there was resistance at Oslo, where the 
cruiser Bliicher was sunk and the pocket 
battleship Liitzow damaged before para
troopers captured the city. Denmark 
was over-run on April 9. 

Between April 10 and 13, British war
ships destroyed the German naval force 
that had convoyed troops to Narvik and 
on April 15 the Allies landed near Nar
vik. Between April 16 and 18, they also 
landed north and south of Trondheim 
but had to evacuate on May 1 and 2 as 
the Germans swept inland to control the 
country. Narvik was captured by the 
Allied force on May 28 but was kept 
under constant pressure and had to be 
evacuated on June 8 and 9 because of 
events in France. In the withdrawal, the 
carrier Glorious was sunk and both the 
German battle-cruisers Scharnhorst and 
Gneisenau were badly damaged. 

Above: British prisoners captured near 
Trondheim. 

Below: Sinking vessel in Narvik harbour, 
photographed through a German periscope. 
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The Military Balance in the West 
After September 1939, six months of inactivity ensued on the 
western front. This was the 'phoney war' or Sitzkrieg. The 
Allies thought a blockade would check Hitler. He was in fact 
content to regroup after his victory in Poland, preparing for his 
:nvasion of Norway and Denmark and the spring offensive. 

By May 1940, 2,350,000 Germans stood along the border 
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The Battle of the River Plate 
The invasion of Poland had demonstrated to an apathetic 
Europe Hitler's might on land and in the air. In the same 
month, his warships flexed the Reich's muscles at sea. The 
German High Seas fleet had been scuttled at Scapa Flow at the 
end of the First World War. Hitler, therefore, was able to build 
a new fleet with modern, fast and powerful ships; the majority 
of the British capital ships were designed and built during or 
even before the First World War. Instead of attempting a full
scale surface battle, the Germans used their V-boats and 
pocket-battleships as formidable raiders on the sea lanes along 
which the vital maritime commerce of Britain flowed. 

Two pocket battleships, the Deutschland and the Admiral 
Gra! Spee, were ordered into the Atlantic in August, 1939, 
before hostilities opened against Poland. The DeUlschland 
achieved only limited success but the Gra! Spee conducted a 
spectacular campaign, sinking nine merchantmen in two 
months. Her first victim was the Clement, sunk off Pernambuco 
on September 30. In the first three weeks of October, she sank 
four more ships in the South Atlantic: the Newton Beach, 
Ashlea, Huntsman and Trevanion. With five Allied hunting 
groups searching for her, she sailed around the Cape of Good 
Hope and sank the Africa Shell on November 15 and stopped 
the Mapia the next day. Three more victims followed in the 
first week of December: the Doric Star, Tairoa and, finally, the 
Streonshalh . The Gra! Spee was back in the South Atlantic and 
heading for the River Plate. 

Commodore Harwood, in command of Force G, based on 
the Falkland Islands, was waiting with three of his cruisers off 
the mouth of the Plate. He sighted the Gra! Spee on December 
13 and divided his force , attacking the Gra! Spee from two 
directions. Captain Langsdorff first engaged the heavy cruiser 
Exeter, which received a terrible pounding from the Gra!Spee' s 
II-inch guns. Langsdorff then switched targets to the light 
cruisers Ajax and Achilles, fearing an attack by their torpedoes. 
Both ships received considerable damage until, surprisingly, 
Langsdorff broke off the action and headed tow_ards the safety 
of Montevideo. He reached the port at midnight and deter
mined to make repairs but was then tricked into believing that 
a strong force had gathered to wait for him outside territorial 
waters. Langsdorff scuttled the Gra! Spee on December 17 and 
shot himself shortly afterwards. The hunt and the kill had 
captured the attention of the whole world. 

Above: The supply ship Altmark (left) guards the captured 
Huntsman before she is sunk by the Graf Spee. 

Left: The pocket-battleship Admiral Graf Spee was the product of the 
restrictions imposed by the Treaty of Versailles, which forbade 
Germany to build ships of more than 10,000 tons. She was therefore 
light and fast but heavily armoured and well armed. 
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TIu voyage of the Graf Spee, from Wilhelmshaven to the River PlaJe, 
between August and December 1939. The German pocket-battleship 
was launched at Wilhelmshaven on New Year's Day, 1934, and took 
part in the Coronation Naval Review at Spithead in 1937. She was 
ordered out into the Atlantic by Admiral Raeder, commander-in-chief 
of th~ German navy, in anticipation of the opening of hostilities against 
Poland, so as to be in readiness to cause the maximum possible 
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disruption among Allied shipping and to dislocate Allied hunting 
groups in the South Atlantic. She was eventually trapped in the neutral 
port of Montevideo, after a determined and courageous battle by the 
outgunned British cruisers under Harwood's command. Langsdorff 
finally proved to be indecisive in action and scuttled the Graf Spee when 
he could well have escaped to wreak yet more havoc in the Atlantic and 
Indian Oceans. 
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Blitzkrieg in the West 
The Allies expected any attack to come through Belgium, on 
their left flank, as it had in 1914. Their right flank was protected 
by the Maginot Line and they regarded the Ardennes, in the 
centre, as impassable. Manstein's plan (map I) gave them what 
they expected, an advance by Army Group B through Holland 
into Belgium to draw the Allied left flank forward. At the same 
time Army Group A made a surprise attack through the 
unprotected Ardennes, cutting the Allied armies in two and 
advancing towards Calais to pinch the Allied left between 
Army Groups A and B. . 

The offensive was launched on May 10, 1940 (map 2). Air 
attacks against major Dutch and Belgian airfields were followed 
by paratroop drops into the heart of Holland. A daring raid on 
the strong Belgian fort of Eben Emael opened the Albert Canal 
for troops to cross into Belgium. On May 14, Rotterdam was 
heavily bombed and Holland surrendered. The BEF and French 
1st Army moved up to reinforce the Belgians between Namur 
and Antwerp but were soon forced back . 

Meanwhile Army Group A had forced its way through the 
Ardennes, sweeping aside French resistance and reaching the 
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Meuse on May 12 (map 3). Three bridgeheads were established 
across the river in the next two days and a 50-mile front was 
driven west between Sedan and Dinant (map 4). Stopping only 
briefly to take stock of their success, the leading German tanks 
reached the Channel at Noyelles on May 20 (map 5). The Allies 
were by then completely split and their left flank was attempting 
to fall back from Belgium, with their rear now threatened by 
Guderian's Panzers. 

On May' 21, the retreating BEF, with French assistance, 
counter~attacked at Arras, attempting to join up with the 
French armies farther south. The attempt failed. Guderian and 
the leading German tanks then turned north to cut off the BEF 
from the Channel ports but he was temporarily stopped by 
Hitler and von Rundstedt who were themselves surprised by 
the speed of the advance and feared a setback. The excuse 
given for the halt was to allow Goering's Luftwaffe the chance 
to destroy the trapped forces from the air. 

The net continued to tighten . Boulogne fell on May 25 (see 
next page) and Calais fell on May 26. Two days later, Belgium 
capitulated and thus exposed more than 300,000 French and 
British caught at Dunkirk to increased pressure from the 
surrounding Germans. 

.. 

ARMY 
GROUP B 

. 30 Divisions 

Above: (1) The Allies expected Germany to 
repeat the Schlieffen Plan of 1914 and attack 
through Belgium. Manstein 's Plan caught 
them by surprise and quickly penetrated what 
the Allies had thought to be the impassable 
Ardennes, between their defences on the 
Maginot Line and those along the Belgian 
border. 

Left (2) The German offensive on May 10, 
1940. The attack by Army Group B in the 
north held the attention of the Allied left, 
enabling Army Group A to reach the Meuse 
against insignificant opposition. The Belgian 
fort of Eben Emael held a strong position 
defending the Albert Canal, an important 
barrier between Germany and Belgium. 
German paratroops captured Eben Emael on 
May 11 . 
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Above: German stormtroopers strike at the 
Albert Canal in Belgium. 

Right: (3) German Panzer divisions break 
through the Ardennes and head for Dinant, 
Montherme and Sedan to obtain crossings on 
the River Meuse. 

Far right: (4) The breakthrough is made at 
Sedan and the French 9th Army isforced 
back. 

Below: (5) German tanks speed across France 
to the sea before turning north towards 
Boulogne and Calais, breaking between the 
French 9th and 2nd Armies. De Gaulle's 
armour counter-attacked on May 17, the 
BEF on May 21. Both failed. 
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Dunkirk and the Fall of France 

The delay imposed by Hitler and von Rundstedt on the advance of the Panzer 
Divisions up the Channel coast, as well as the necessity for the Germans to secure the 
Channel ports of Boulogne, Calais and Gravelines (map I), gave the BEF the 
momentary breathing space that was required for the miracle of Dunkirk to get under 
way. The garrison at Calais, under the command of Brigadier Nicholson, put up 
especially brave resistance. Called on to surrender, Nicholson replied, 'The answer is 
No. It is' as much the British Army's duty to fight as it is the German Army's.' He was 
forced to surrender on May 26-27. 

While Calais was making its stand, Operation Dynamo, the evacuation of Dunkirk, 
began under the brilliant direction of Admiral Ramsay and with the help of many 
small civilian craft. When it started on May 26, it was thought that at best a two-day 
operation might pull off 30- 40,000 troops. The evacuation lasted nine days and 
rescued 338,000 British, French and Belgian soldiers. Their defensive perimeter was 
steadily driven in by the surrounding ground forces and strafed by the Luftwaffe 
(maps 2 and 3). Much of the effect of this strafing was softened by the sand and, not 
for the last time, Goering's boast that he would destroy the enemy proved hollow. On 
June 5, the Germans overwhelmed the remains of the French 1st Army, who had 
been bravely screening the evacuation. 

The second phase of the invasion of France began smoothly on the same day, June 
5 (map 4). General Weygand had hoped to regroup behind the Somme, the Aisne and 
the Maginot Line but his defences were quickly broken through in several places and 
his troops proved lacking equally in equipment and morale. By June 10, the first 
German tanks had crossed the Seine. On the same day, Mussolini began to advance 
into southern France, confident by then that France was on the losing side. The 
French Government withdrew to Bordeaux and Paris fell to the Germans on June 14. 

As French resistance disintegrated and the remaining French armies were trapped 
against the Maginot Line, the German columns spread west, south and east (map 5). 
Rejecting Churchill's offer of an ' indissoluble union' of France and Britain, Prime 
Minister Reynaud resigned and was replaced by Marshal Petain who at once asked 
for an armistice, on June 17. The Armistice was signed on June 22 and 400,000 
French soldiers belonging to the three French armies in the east surrendered. On 
June 24, a French delegation in Rome signed an armistice with Italy, despite the 
embarrassing fact that a mere six French divisions had held up Mussolini's 32 Italian 
divisions in the south. The capital of the French Government was established at 
Vichy, in the Unoccupied Zone. 
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Above: (4) The second German offensive in France began on June 5 and the Panzers quickly broke through Weygand's new lines of defence along 
the Somme and the Aisne. 
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Above: (6) After the Armistice, France was 
divided into two zones: Occupied France 
under the Germans and Unoccupied France 
under Marshal Petain's Vichy Government. 

Left: (5) The last few days of Hitler's invasion 
of France were a rout. Only in the south-east 
was there any successful resistance, against 
the Italian advance over the Alpes Maritimes. 
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Operation Sea lion 

With the fall of France, Hitler was confident that the war in the 
west was won and he could turn his attention to Soviet Russia. 
When it became clear, by mid-July 1940, that Britain would 
reject all overtures of peace, he began to consider plans for an 
invasion (map 1), for which reports had already been prepared 
at the end of 1939. The first date set by Hitler was September 
15 but Operation Sealion was beset with problems. Service 
chiefs could not agree about the exact shape of the invasion ; 
the British navy remained a threat; the British army was still 
intact after Dunkirk, requiring a large German invasion force 
and a vast armada of troop barges ; above all, Goering' s 
Luftwaffe failed to gain air superiority, without which the 
invasion was impossible and with which it was unnecessary 
since Britain would then supposedly capitulate. 

The invading force was kept in readiness at ten days' notice 
throughout most of September but the date was put back to 
September 21, then the 24th, then the 27th. Hitler ordered 
limited dispersal on October 2. On October 12, Sealion was 
postponed until 1941. It was not until March 1942, that it was 
virtually abandoned by being put on a year' s notice. Hitler had 
turned his attention to Russia , hoping to demoralize Britain by 
a swift victory in the east. 

. !BC;~::,:: 
Lyme Regis 

Lyme 

The Battle of Britain 
Control of the air was essential to the success of Operation 
Sealion. For nearly two months, the fate of Britain depended 
on the courage of its airmen, the technical superiority of its 
fighters and the efficiency of its ground control and radar. The 
Luftwaffe had nearly 3,000 bombers, fighters and fighter
bombers ranged against an initial 600-700 fighters of Fighter 
Command under Air Chief Marshal Dowding (map 2). 

From August 1, the Luftwaffe turned its attention to the 
airfields of south-east England and subsequently to other inland 
airfields. Fighter Command was very nearly destroyed but on 
September 7 Hitler switched his attack to the capital, partly in 
retaliation for a raid by the RAF on Berlin on August 24-25. 
This change was a fatal error which gave Fighter Command 
time to recuperate. The battle over London was at its height 
between September 7 and 15. By the end of the month, the 
battle was won. Daylight raids stopped on October 5 and 
Operation Sealion was postponed on October 12. More than 
1,700 German planes had been shot down. 

Night raids against London and other major cities followed 
during November and December. Coventry was devastated by 
500 bombers on November 14-15. The 'blitz' did not end until 
May, 1941. By then, more than 40,000 British civilians had 
been killed and 50,000 had been seriously wounded . 

NORTH SEA 

Left: (1) The plan for Operation Sealion. The 
'short' route across the Channel was favoured 
over the longer route across the North Sea, 
which might have been less exposed to 
counter-attack but which presented 
insuperable logistical problems. 

Right: (2) The Luftwalfe was divided into 
three Luftftottefor the aerial attack on 
Britain. Hitler's mistake was to switch the 
attacks from thefighter bases to the capital on 
September 7. The invasion was called off on 
October 12 but provincial cities still had to 
endure their own night-time 'blitz' . 

k:::::::::::::::1 Firs.t connected .................. bndgehead Below left and right: Airmen wait on RAF and 
Luftwalfe bases in instant readiness for take
off. They share the same air of nonchalance, 
similar pipes and clothing. 
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Above: (1) Italy had a foothold in the Balkans 
after her victory in Albania in 1939. 
Mussolini saw the conquest of Greece as an 
obvious and prestigious step that would 
quickly restore hisjlagging reputation. 

The Italian Attack on Greece 
During the spring and early summer of 
1940, Hitler restrained Mussolini from 
opening another front in the Balkans, 
while Germany concentrated on western 
Europe and prepared for the invasion of 
Russia. But Mussolini was jealous of 
Hitler's triumphs in the west and was 
looking for a quick victory of his own. 
He thought he saw that opportunity in 
Greece (map 1). 

In August 1940, Mussolini ordered 
Greece to renounce the guarantees of 
her independence made by Britain in 
1939. He then concentrated an army of 
162,000 on Greece' s Albanian border. 
On October 28, he demanded the pas
sage of I talian troops to unspecified 
points in Greece. Without further warn
ing, he advanced across the border and 
down the valleys towards Metsovon (map 
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Above: (2) The main Italian attacks on Greece were down the valleys of the Thyamis and the 
Vijose. Mussolini invaded on October 28 and was stopped within five days. He was then steadily 
driven back by determined Greek counter-attacks. 

2). General Papagos quickly mobilized 
his forces in a determined and skilful 
resistance and the initial Italian advan
tages were abruptly reversed. 

Within a few days, the Greeks had 
defeated the crack III Alpini Division, 
caught in the Pindus Mountains, and 
captured 5,000 men . On November 22, 
the Greeks captured Koritsa, together 
with large amounts of Italian equipment, 
and defeated the fully mechanized IX 
Army. By the end of the year, they had 
advanced well into Albania and by 
March 1941 almost half Albania was in 

Greek hands and the British were bom
barding the Italian-held port of Vlone 
from the sea. 

Hitler had been preparing to support 
the Italians as early as January, when it 
was clear that things had got out of hand, 
but he was persuaded by Mussolini that 
the_enterprise was not yet lost and that 
the Italians still wanted the glory of 
victory. By March, Hitler was once again 
preparing to step in to help his ineffectual 
ally. Plans were drawn up for an advance 
on Greece through Yugoslavia and Bul
garia. 

Left: Italian dead. Def-eat was a personal 
humiliation for Mussolini and, despite his 
losses, he continued to explain to Hitler that 
there was nothing of importance to report 
from the Greekfront. 

Below: A captured Italian colonel and his 
ADC in a sidecar, taken prisoner by the 
Greeks for questioning during the Italian 
fiasco of 1940-41. 
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Above: (1) The Axis advances in North Africa 
and the Balkans stretched the Allied resources 
to the limit. 

Right: (2) The main attack on Yugoslavia 
came from List's XII Army from Bulgaria, 
which was also responsible for sweeping down 
into Greece. The German advances from 
north, east and south-east were accompanied 
by an Italian advance down the Dalmatian 
coast towards Dubrovnik. 

Below: (3) Hitler pressed Rumania into 
conceding territory to her neighbours -
Russia, Hungary and Bulgaria. 
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Right: German 
infantry in 
Yugoslavia, with 
rifles and 
dicebeakers, 
commandeer a 
maintenance car to 
speed their advance. 

Hitler' s advance on the Balkans was motivated by a desire to 
protect his southern flank before the invasion of Russia, rather 
more than any wish to help his Italian allies. In autumn 1940 he 
peacefully secured his hold on the Rumanian oil-fields (map 3) 
and in March 1941 he compelled Bulgaria to join the Tripartite 
Pact (signed by Germany, Italy and Japan). Yugoslavia also 
joined the Pact, under pressure, in March but a coup led by 
General Simovic overthrew the regime of Prince Paul on March 
27 and rejected the German alliance. The coup was encouraged 
by the movement of nearly 57,000 British troops to Greece 
(map 1). 

Hitler ordered an immediate attack on Yugoslavia and 
Greece: Operation Punishment was a masterpiece of organi-

GREECE 

zation and the Yugoslavs stood little chance against German 
efficiency and armament. The invasion began on April 6, 1941 , 
with heavy bombing by the Luftwaffe of the major cities, 
especially Belgrade. The Yugoslav air force was quickly 
destroyed. German armour and infantry then attacked from 
several directions (map 2) : from the north (11 Army from 
Germany and Hungary), from the east (Kleist's I Panzer Group 
from Rumania) and from the south-east (List's XII Army from 
Bulgaria to cut Yugoslavia off from Greece). The 28 Yugoslav 
divisions, which were strung out along the frontier with only 
one division in reserve, faced 33 German divisions, six of which 
were armoured. 

The attack went exactly to plan and the campaign lasted 
only ten days. Belgrade was seized on April 12 and Yugoslavia 
surrendered unconditionally on April ' 17. 
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Above: (2) The German airborne landings on Crete. It was only at Maleme that they gained a foothold on thefirst day. 

Left: (1) The German advance through Greece, April 1941. 

The Invasion of Greece and Crete 
The Germans invaded Greece on April 6, 1941 (map 1). The 
majority of the Greek forces still faced the Italians on the 
Albanian Front; the remaining Greek, British and Common
wealth troops held the Metaxas and AliAkmon Lines. List's XII 
Army advanced through the Rupel Pass and the Monastir Gap, 
forcing the surrender of the Greek troops in the east and 
pushed Wilson to the Thermopylae Line. 

The Greek 1st Army, in the west, surrendered on April 23. 
Wilson withdrew into the Peloponnese. British warships with
stood Luftwaffe attacks, moving 43,000 men before Kalamata 
was captured on April 28. 

Below: (3) Thefightfor Maleme aiifield was the key to Crete. 

o , 1 Miles ? 

Major-General Freyburg was then given the task of holding 
Crete against General Student. On May 20, heavy aerial 
bombardment began. Parachute drops were made at MAleme, 
Retimo and HerAklion (map 2). The Germans were rebuffed at 
Retimo and HerAklion, establishing a foothold near MAleme 
airfield, on May 21 (map 3). Reinforcements forced the steady 

. withdrawal of Freyburg' s defence . 
The British evacuated nearly 15,000 men; the remaining 

18,000 surrendered on May 31. Student's VII Air Division was 
exhausted. Hitler was horrified at the losses. There were no 
more air operations like it. 
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on morning of May 20 

A 'A ' Company, B 'B' Company, etc. 

,..--..... German airborne and parachute 
'---J landings May 20 

Direction of .German Thrusts 

o Akrotiri Peninsula 
NORTHUMBERLANO 

HUSSARS 

REARGUARD COY 
WITHDRAWAL TO 

SFAKIA MAY 27/28 

27 



MAY 23.1922 HRS. 
BISMARCK AND PRINI 
EUGEN SIGHTED BY 
SUFFOLK AND NORFOLK X \\. 

-------------------- -- S\.~'3 ----- -----------
GREENLAND iV' 

(11 

--s.L 
MAY 24. 0600 HRS. 
HOOD SUNK Faeroe Is. 

Shetland Is. 

CANADA 

-Halifax 

MAY 25. 0306 HRS. 
SUFFOLK LOSES CONTACT X 
WITH BISMARCK 

MAY 26. 1036 HRS. X "'-
BISMARCK SIGHTED " 
BY RAF CATAlINA ~ 

MAY 27. 1040 HRS. 
BISMARCK SUNK 

D Germany and German - occupied territories 
Gibraltar-

Above: (1) The route of the Bismarck,from Gdynia to her Atlantic grave. 

Right: (2) The break-out routes from German waters that might be taken by the German ships 
and which had to be covered by the Home Fleet. 

Below: (3) The Battle in the Denmark Strait and the sinking of the Hood. An important troop 
convoy was on its way south of Iceland at the time. 
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The Pursuit of the Bismarck 
May 1941 saw not only the German airborne attack on Crete 
in the Mediterranean but also a dramatic chase in the North 
Atlantic, when the brand-new battleship Bismarck made her 
first and only foray of the war. Admiral Raeder had intended 
to break out the Bismarck and Prinz Eugen from the Baltic 
and the Gneisenau and Scharnhorst from Brest simultaneously 
to form a powerful strike force in the Atlantic that could take 
on the most strongly escorted convoy. Gneisenau and Scharn
horst were delayed by enemy action and refitting but Raeder 
determined to go ahead with the Bismarck and Prinz Eugen 
(map 1). 

The two ships sailed from Gdynia on May 18, under the 
command of Admiral Lutjens (map 2). They were photo
graphed by an RAF reconnaissance aircraft in a fjord near 
Bergen on May 21 and they sailed again the same day. Admiral 
Tovey, C-in-C Home Fleet, aboard the King George Vat Scapa 
Flow, was alerted and detached the battle-cruiser Hood and 
the battleship Prince of Wales to join the cruisers Suffolk and 
Norfolk in the Denmark Strait (map 3) . The Suffolk sighted 
the Bismarck on May 23 and Force H (Renown, Ark Royal and 
Sheffield) was ordered to sail north from Gibraltar to join the 
chase. The Hood and the Prince of Wales engaged the Bismarck 
and the Prinz Eugen early in the morning of May 24. Eight 
minutes after the action started, a shell from the Bismarck 
penetrated the weak deck armour of the Hood, struck one of 
her magazines and blew her in half. She sank immediately. 
Three men survived from a complement of 1,400. 

After suffering several direct hits and scoring one hit on the 
Bismarck' s oil tanks, the Prince of Wales broke off the action. 

Left: The Bismarck (circled), spotted by an 
RAF reconnaissance plane in a Norwegian 
fjord on May 21 . The Home Fleet at Scapa 
Flow was immediately alerted and prepared to 
pursue and to intercept the Bismarck and 
Prinz Eugen before the two ships escaped into 
the Atlantic through the Denmark Strait. The 
ships had already been spotted by a Swedish 
ship on May 20, on their way toward Bergen. 

Below: The Bismarckfires a salvo at the 
Hood in the short and disastrous engagement 
in the Denmark Strait. It was a hit from the 
Bismarck'sfifth salvo that exploded the 
magazine of the British battle-cruiser and 
sealed her fate after only eight minutes of 
action. Both ships had eight IS-inch guns. 
The Bismarck was the strongest warship of 
her time, displacing more than 50,000 tons 
against the Hood's 40,000 tons. But the 
Hood had been the pride of the Royal Navy 
and its most impressive capital ship when she 
was launched twenty years before the 
Bismarck. Her great weakness was lack of 
adequate armour. 

Lutjens determined to press on into the Atlantic (map 4) . It 
was only after a torpedo attack by Swordfish from the Victorious 
that he prepared to turn back towards St Nazaire. Meanwhile, 
Prinz Eugen had slipped away to the south; she returned safely 
to Brest on June 1. The Suffolk and Norfolk continued to 
shadow the Bismarck, even after losing contact. 

On the morning of May 26, the Bismarck was spotted by an 
RAF Catalina flying boat and the chase continued. A torpedo 
from one of Ark Royal's Swordfish struck the Bismarck's 
steering gear and forced her to drop speed. Harried by a flotilla 
of destroyers, the demoralized crew could do little but await 
their fate . The King George V and Rodney closed in on the 
morning of the 27th and silenced her guns. The cruiser 
Dorsetshire sank her with torpedoes. There were 110 survivors 
from a complement of more than 2,300. 
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increased Hitler's obsession with Norway. 

The Early Raids 
Expelled from western Europe by the summer of 1940 and, by 
May 1941, from Greece and Crete as well, the Allies resorted 
to quick commando raids intended to restore morale and 
distract German troops. The first major combined operations 
attacked installations in the Lofoten Islands~ Spitzbergen and 
Vaagso (map 1) . They occupied German troops in Norway, 
which, as the war progressed, Hitler needed badly in the east. 

Light raids in June and July 1940, near Boulogne and on 
Guernsey, were followed by a large-scale commando raid on 
targets in the Lofoten Islands in March 1941 (map 2). Two 
converted cross-Channel steamers were used to convey 600 
men under the command of Brigadier Haydon, escorted by a 
flotilla of destroyers. The attack on March 4 was a success. The 
fish oil factories were destroyed, 11 ships were captured, 200 
Germans were taken prisoner and 300 Norwegian volunteers 
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were taken off, all for the loss of one commando. 
On August 25, 1941, a combined operations raid under Rear

Admiral Vian destroyed the coal installations in the Spitz
bergen archipelago, worked since 1931 by a Soviet company 
(map 1). The raid was agreed between Russia, Norway and 
Britain, to prevent the coal falling into German hands. More 
than 500,000 tons were burnt, plus 275,000 gallons of fuel oil, 
petrol and grease. 

Lord Louis Mountbatten then replaced Admiral Keyes as 
head of Combined Operations and brought new energy and 
imagination to the task. He launched his first major raid at 
Vaagso Island on December 27, with a subsidiary raid on 
Maaloy Island (map 3). Rear-Admiral Hamilton's force 
employed nearly 600 men to destroy the garrison, fish oil 
factories and shipping. This success fed Hitler's obsession with 
the need to garrison Norway heavily. 
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The Raid on St Nazaire 
The Normandie Dock at St Nazaire was the only dock large 
enough, outside German waters, to accommodate the new 
battleship Tirpitz. In the opening months of 1942, the Tirpitz 
was in a Norwegian port but it was feared that she would break 
out into the Atlantic and mount P9werful surface raids on 
Allied shipping, using the dock facilities at St Nazaire when 
necessary. Without those facilities, she would be seriously 
hampered. It was essential to destroy the Normandie Dock, as 
well as the valuable submarine pens at St Nazaire. 

An old US destroyer, the Campbeltown , was stripped of 
excess weight, so that she could navigate the Loire, and loaded 
with explosives in her bow. She was to ram the dock gates. The 
explosives would blow up on a delayed fuse to destroy the gates 
completely. Operation Chariot was accompanied by troops in 
sixteen motor launches and one MTB, which, with the troops 
on the Campbeltown herself, were to carry out further destruc-

The Raid on Bruneval 

Mountbatten planned another combined 
operation in February 1942. This time 
the target was a German radio-location 
site at Bruneval, on the coast of France, 
not far from Le Havre (maps 4 and 5). 
Reconnaissance photographs from the 
air indicated that there was an early
warning radio device located in a pit half 
way between an isolated house and the 
cliffs. The house itself stood about 100 
yards from the cliff edge . It was believed 
that the device was already responsible 
for locating British bombers in raids over 
the coast and in enabling the Germans 
to destroy many aircraft. 

A force of six officers and 113 m~ 
from the 1 st Airborne Division, under 
the command of Major Frost, was para
chuted in on February 27, with the task 
of capturing the radio station, taking 
away parts of the device for later exam
ination and destroying the rest. The 
raiders overcame limited resistance, 
achieved their objectives and, after a 
last-minute gun battle on the cliffs, were 
taken off by navy craft which had been 
delayed by the need to avoid German 
destroyers and E-boats. Casualties were .... 
three dead and seven wounded. 

Far left: RAF reconnaissance photograph of 
the Bruneval area. Compare with map 5. 

Left, above: (4) Bruneval was well-placed to 
provide early warning of Allied planes. 

Left, below: (5) The route taken by the-raiders 
after their parachute drop. 

Right: (6) The attack on St Nazaire. The 
CampbeJtown struck home dead on target, 
after surviving intensive enemy fire . 

tion in the dock area. Commander Ryder was in charge of the 
naval force ; Colonel Newman commanded the 600-man shore 
force. 

The force and its escort left Falmouth on March 26 (see inset 
map 6) . Early on March 28, the Campbeltown made her way up 
the Loire under cover of dark (map 6). Caught by German 
searchlights and subjected to heavy fire, she struck the dock 
gates at 0134 hours and lodged there. The surviving commandos 
raced ashore to carry out their other demolition work. The 
launches, meanwhile, had come under fire and most of the 
flimsy craft were destroyed. Only two returned safely to 
England. One-quarter of the men were killed ; many were left 
ashore and went into prison camps. Some time after 1000 hours 
that morning, the charges on the Campbeltown blew up, 
smashing the lock gate . The water rushed in and the Campbel
town was carried half way along the Normandie Dock, which 
was not used again by the Germans. The Tirpitz never sailed in 
the Atlantic. 
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Left above: (1) The 'fleet' that sailed to attack 
Dieppe departed from four south coast ports 
on the night of August 18, arriving without 
mishap off the coast of France just before 
dawn. 

Left below: (2) The attack on Dieppe, August 
19, 1942. The only real success was on the 
rightflank, where No 4 Commando silenced 
the Hess battery, west of Dieppe_ 

Right: A German soldier helps one of the few 
men who managed to leave the beach and 
enter the town. 

Below: The attackers left all their equipment 
behind them when they finally withdrew in 
confusion _ They left their dead also and 
prisoners for the Germans. 

The Dieppe Disaster 

According to Winston Churchill, Operation Jubilee, the raid 
on Dieppe, was intended to be a ' reconnaissance in force . . '. 
to discover what resistance would have to be met in the 
endeavour to seize a port' . The raid was also intended to 
provide battle experience for the troops. More than half did 
not live to use that experience. The attack against a strongly
held sector of the French coast proved to be ill-conceived and 
over-optimistic. It turned into a full-scale disaster for the 
Allies. Despite this, much was learnt about German defensive 
methods that was put to good use at the time of the Normandy 
landings in June 1944_ 

. The raid was on a much greater scale than anything pre
viously attempted_ Major-General Roberts commanded troops 
from the 2Q.d Canadian Division, with commando units whose 
job it was to destroy coastal batteries on either side of the , 
attack. The 6,000 men were carried in nine landing ships and 
escorted by eight destroyers. They crossed the Channel on the 
night of August 18-19, 1942 (map 1). The attack went in at 
dawn on August 19 (map 2) . 

On the extreme left, No 3 Commando was to destroy the 
Goebbels battery; on the inner left, the Royal Regiment of 
Canada was to destroy the heavy battery Rommel and attack 
Bismarck_ In the centre, the Essex Scottish Regiment and the 
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Royal Hamilton Light Infantry were to land at Dieppe itself. 
On the inner left, the South Saskatchewan Regiment and the 
Queen' s Own Cameron Highlanders of Canada were to ca pture 
Les Quatres Vents Farm, attack Hindenburg from the rear and 
then St Aubin airfield, while on the inner left No 4 Commando 
was to destroy Hess battery. This last assault was almost the 
only success of the operation. No 4 Commando achieved its 
aim swiftly and by 0730 hours was on its way back to England. 

On the other flank, the story was very different. No 3 
Commando failed to silence Goebbels battery and the attack 
on Rommel was pinned down. So were the central attacks on 
Dieppe. The Germans poured in a murderous storm of fire on 
the landing craft and the few tanks that got off the beach were 
not able to break through the German defences. Approximately 
three hours after the first assault, the reserves were committed 
but they, too, were pinned down. At 0830 hours, the Royal 
Marine 'A' Commando was sent in to renew the assault in the 
centre but was forced back. Success was clearly impossible. 
Men were killed even before they landed and could not move 
forward once on the shingle beach. The decision to withdraw 
was taken at 0900 hours but it was another three or four hours 
of continued slaughter before the last of the survivors were 
taken off, leaving behind the dead and those who were to be 
taken prisoner. 

The Canadians lost 215 officers and 3,164 men ; the Com
mandos lost 24 officers and 223 men. The total military cost was 
494 officers and 3,890 men killed, wounded and missing. All 
the vehicles and equipment landed were lost , including 28 
tanks. The Royal Navy lost 81 officers, 469 men and 34 ships, 
including the destroyer Berkeley, which had to be torpedoed to 
prevent it falling into enemy hands. The RAF lost 190 men <"!pd 
106 aircraft. German casualties were approximately 600 men . 

The Cockleshell 
Raid 
In summer, 
1942, small and 
fast German 
merchantment 
evaded the Allied 
blockade to bring 
valuable supplies 
into Bordeaux. 
Major Hasler and 
the small-boat 
commandos of the 
Royal Marine Boom 
Patrol Detachment 
were ordered to sink 
these ships. Five 
cockles, with two 
men each, were 
launched from the 
submarine Tuna off 
the Gironde estuary 
at 2100 hours, 
December 7 (map, 
left). Only two 
cockles reached 
their target. Hasler 
and Sparks in 
Catfish attached 
limpet mines at 
Bordeaux; Laver 
and Mills in 
Crayfish mined 
ships at Bassens. 
The cockles were 
scuttled and the men 
escaped inland. 
Only Hasler and 
Sparks reached 
England. One large 
cargo ship was 
destroyed and four 
others were forced 
to remain in dry 
dock for the rest of 
the war. The 
shipping in 
Bordeaux was no 
longer secure. 

Left: French 
civilions collect the 
dead. 
Below: Only 28 
tanks were 
successfully landed. 
All were lost. 
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The War in North Africa 
The Axis plan was to advance east along the Mediterranean 
coast of North Africa and then to sweep northwards and to 
seize the oil-fields of the Middle East. The Allies and the Axis 
both suffered from problems of supply in their battle for North 
Africa, as their lines stretched from their bases at Tripoli and 
Alexandria respectively. The conflict raged to and fro across 
Libya, with victories going first to Wavell and O'Connor, then 
to Rommel, next to Auchinleck, then Rommel again and finally 
to Alexander and Montgomery. 

As Hitler became preoccupied with his commitment to the 
Russian front and the Allies invested greater resources in 
preparing the way for an attack on the 'soft underbelly' of 
Europe, Rommel's hold weakened and, with the arrival of the 
Americans, eventually slipped. Besides opening the way to 
Italy, the North African campaign also gave the Allies invalu
able experience for the coming battle in Normandy. 

Insurrection in Iraq and Syria 
The oil-fields in the Middle East at which Hitler aimed were 
vital to both sides, as was strategic control of the eastern 
Mediterranean. The opening encounters in Libya and Ethiopia 
(see following pages) preceded events in Iraq and Syria by a 
few months but these events are best dealt with first. 

On May 2, 1941, Rashid Ali, prime minister of Iraq, ordered 
an attack on the British garrisons at Basra and Habbaniyah, 
threatening oil supplies. Hitler sent munitions to support the 
insurrection, which had been fomented by the Nazis for some 
time, but Wavell replied with troops from Palestine, who 
occupied Baghdad (map I). An armistice was agreed in the last 
days of May. 

The Nazis also stirred up the pro-German Vichy French 
forces in Syria. Wavell committed troops from Palestine and 
Iraq, together with Free French forces. Damascus was captured 
on June 21 (maps 2 and 3), the French commander in Syria 
surrendered in early July. 

To sasra \ 
- - ... Advance on Baghdad 

Above: (1) The advance on Baghdad. The British air base at 
Habbayinah held out against Rashid Ali's initial attack and was quickly 
relieved by Wavell'sforcesfrom the west. 

Below: (2) Successful defence of the Allied oil interests in Iraq was only 
the prelude to the fierce campaign against the Vichy French in Syrill. 
Troops from India were also used against Baghdad. 
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Above: (3) The Allied offensive in south-west 
Syria, which resulted in the capture of 
Damascus on]une 21, 1941. 
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Wavell's Libyan Offensive 
The first victory in the North African campaign went to Wavell, 
who achieved brilliant success against considerable Italian odds 
in Cyrenaica (map 1). Five Italian divisions, commanded by 
Marshal Graziani, advanced into Egypt in September 1940 and 
occupied Sidi Barrani on September 16. Wavell' s Western 
Desert Force, commanded by Major-General O' Connor, began 
their counter-attack at the end of the first week in December 
and reached Piccadilly on December 8 and Nibeiwa on Decem
ber 9 (map 2). Assisted by a naval bombardment and a small 
coastal force, they retook Sidi Barrani on December 10. 

Mussolini then sent a special message to the commandant of 
Bardia, General Bergonzoli, nicknamed 'Electric Whiskers', to 
'stand at whatever cost' but the fortress surrendered to 6th 
Australian Division on January 5, 1941 , after a heavy naval 
bombardment (map 3) . Bergonzoli escaped to Tobruk, which 
was taken on January 22, with the help of an air and naval 

YUG. 
BULGARIA 

lA 

bombardment (map 4). Derna was occupied on January 30 and, 
by February 9, 7th Armoured Division had reached El Agheila, 
at which point they were halted. The remaining Italians 
surrendered unconditionally. 

The operation had been hampered by Churchill' s insistence 
that Wavell turn his attention to Greece and by the withdrawal 
of 4th Indian Division to the Sudan (replaced by 6th Australian 
Division) . O' Connor had also run into the problem of over
stretched supply lines, which was to harass both sides through
out the war. But in just two months Wavell and O'Connor had 
achieved a remarkable victory. Nine Italian divisions had been 
destroyed and 130,000 prisoners had been taken in a fine 
demonstration of fast movement and concentrated fire , which 
had advanced the front by 500 miles. On the Allied side, there 
had been only 2,000 casualties with a total of 500 dead. 
Whatever reputations were to fall later in the desert, this was 
a memorable and complete triumph. 
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The Ethiopian Campaign 
It was not only in Libya that Wavell had to tackle the Italians. 
In the summer of 1940, they had an empire in East Africa that 
consisted of Ethiopia, Eritrea and Italian Somaliland. This 
empire threatened the Sudan to the north, Kenya to the south 
and British Somali land to the east, as well as the entrance to 
the Red Sea. French Somali land had passed to the Vichy 
Government with the collapse of France . At this time, the 
Italians were greatly superior in numbers to the British, who 
were ill-coordinated and not fully prepared for an offensive. 

The Duke of Aosta, in command of all Italian forces in 
Ethiopia, invaded British Somaliland on August 3, 1940 (maps 
I and 2). One half of the invading force moved north to seal off 
French Somaliland from possible British influence. The other 
half, commanded by General de Simone, entered British 
Somaliland, heading for Berbera, and immediately ran into 
fierce resistance by the Somaliland Camel Corps. De Simone 
did not reach Berbera until August 19 and Italian losses were 
heavy. The surviving garrison was evacuated. 

Wavell's counter-offensive did not get under way for another 
five months. He planned a double attack on Ethiopia : one from 
the Sudan under Lieutenant-General Platt and the other from 
Kenya under Lieutenant-General Cunningham (map 3) . At 
first both sides moved cautiously, each over-estimating the 
strength of the opposition. Platt advanced from Kassala on 
January 19, 1941 , crossed into Eritrea, defeated one Italian 
force at Agordat on January 31 and pressed the Italians back 
to the heavily defended fortress defile of Keren, which fell on 
March 27 after heavy fighting (map 4) . Platt was then able to 

advance to Asmara and Massawa and complete his victory in 
Eritrea before turning south towards Amba Alagi. 

Meanwhile Cunningham had advanced rapidly from Kenya 
across the border into Italian Somaliland. By February 25 he 
had reached Mogadishu. Deciding that it would be better to 
move at once into Ethiopia before completing the conquest of 
Italian Somaliland, Cunningham turned north from Mogadishu 
and made a remarkable advance to Jijiga, which he reached on 
March 17. At the same time a small Allied force advanced 
through British Somaliland from Aden. Cunningham then 
moved west to Harar and Addis Ababa. The Ethiopian capital 
fell on April 6, having been abandoned by the Italians two days 
earlier and the Duke of Aosta withdrew to the mountainous 
retrea; of Amba Alagi to join the Italian forces that had been 
pushed out of Eritrea. The remaining Italians in Ethiopia ~e 
divided into two forces of resistance, one based on Gondar In 

the north and one south-west of Addis Ababa. 
Cunningham moved north through Dessie to tackle Amba 

Alagi. The battle for the pass lasted two weeks and, when 
finally the Duke of Aosta surrendered on May 19, he was 
accorded full honours (map 5). In the south-west, Jimma was 
entered on June 21 and shortly afterwards the remaining 
Italians in that area surrendered. The last Italian resistance in 
Ethiopia ended at Gondar on November 27, when 22,000 
Italians under General Nasi laid down their arms. The Emperor 
Haile Selassie had already returned to Ethiopia at the beginning 
of May 1941 , five years after he had been forced to flee from 
his country by the Italian conquest of 1936. The Italian Empire 
in East Africa was finished. 
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Above: (2) De Simone's march on Berbera. 
Left: (1) Italian East Africa, showing attacks 
on British Somaliland andKassala . 
Opposite, top: (3) The Ethiopian Campaign. 
Opposite, bottom left: (4) Battle ofKeren. 
Opposite, bottom right: (5) Battle of Amba 
Alagi. 

Below: The Emperor Haile Selassie returns in 
triumph to Addis Ababa. 
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The Attack on Taranto 
The Mediterranean played a key role in the battle for North 
Africa. British forces had initially to contend with the Italian 
navy, as well as with the Italian army in Libya and Ethiopia. 
The convoy route from Gibraltar to Alexandria was protected 
by Force H at Gibraltar and the British Mediterranean Fleet 
at Alexandria, under the command of Admiral Cunningham 
(map 1). With France out of the war and with Italy as an 
enemy, determined to cut off his lifeline, Cunningham had a 
difficult task. Each half of his split force was inferior in strength 
to the total Italian fleet. Italian ships, moreover, had better and 
more modern equipment than that of their British counterparts. 
Cunningham required great skill to preserve his sea lane. 

It was impossible for the two British fleets to be joined, since 
to do so would have meant abandoning one or other end of the 
Mediterranean, on either side of the narrow, 30-mile channel 
between Cape Bon and the small Italian island of Pantelleria. 
It was just to the east of this channel that Malta occupied such 
a vital place in Britain's lifeline, as a base for attacks on Axis 
communications between Italy and North Africa. Cunning
ham's task was to reduce the Italian naval strength and so 

FORCE H 
2 Battleships 
1 Battle-cruiser 

,1 Aircraft-carrier 
2 Cruisers 

17 Destroyers 

.. Italian naval bases 

D Italian territories 

D Other 'Axis territories 
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ALGERIA 

take some of the pressure off Allied shipping passing through 
the Mediterranean. One of his main problems was to bring the 
Italians to battle in the first place. 

A number of indecisive actions occurred between Italian and 
British ships during the summer and autumn of 1940. It was 
not until November that Cunningham was able to make his 
first substantial blow. For some time, plans had been laid for 
an air attack on the harbour of Taranto (map 2). Air recon
naissance photographs had been taken of net, boom and 
balloon defences. On November 11, it was observed that all six 
of the Italian battleships were in the harbour. 'All the pheasants 
had gone home to roost,' wrote Cunningham later. 

The first wave of 12 Swordfish from Illustrious was on course 
for Taranto by 2100 hours on November 11 and arrived, on 
target, two hours later. They discharged their torpedoes and 
bombs. A second wave of nine planes arrived over the target at 
midnight. Both waves each lost one plane but the rest were 
safely back aboard the Illustrious by 0300 hours on November 
12. For this small loss, three Italian battleships and two cruisers 
were crippled. It was a remarkable success which gave a great 
boost to Allied morale and freed two of the British battleships 
in the Mediterranean for vital duties in the Atlantic. 

4 Battleships 
1 Aircraft-carrier 
6 Cruisers 

20 Destroyers 

Above: (1) June 1940. The Italian battlefleet 
outnumbered either one of the Britishfleets 
that protected the convoy route through the 
Mediterranean. The Italian weakness lay in 
the lack of aircraft carriers, for which 
Mussolini atfirst saw little use in the 
Mediterranean. 

Left: (2) The raid on Taranto , November 11, 
1940. The three crippled battleships, 
Littorio, Caio Duilio and Conte di Cavour, 
lay in'the outer harbour; the two crippled 
cruisers lay in the inner harbour. 

Far left: Admiral Cunningham, C-in-C of 
the British Mediterranean Fleet. 

Crippled Ital ian 0 Nautical Miles 2 
battleships and cruisers I I , I 
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Top: (1) The track of the ltalianfleet en route 
to intercept the Allied convoys from 
Alexandria to Greece. 

Above: (2) Thefirst engagement between the 
cruisers and the Vittorio Veneto. 

Below: HMS Warspite, one of the battleships 
in Cunningham'sforce. Her first salvo of 15-
inch shells struck the Fiume at close range. 
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" Above: (3) Vittorio Veneto is hit by a torpedo 
and turns for home. 

Right: (4) The night action in which Pola, 
Fiume and Zara were eventually sunk. 

The Battle of Matapan 

After the attack at Taranto, Mussolini became increasingly 
cautious about committing his ships to battle. But in March 
1941, the Germans persuaded him to launch an attack against 
British ships convoying reinforcements to Greece in a build-up 
of strength to counter the Axis invasion of the Balkans. 
Mussolini reluctantly agreed, with the promise of German air 
cover, but Cunningham had anticipated interference south of 
GAvdhos and was ready for trouble. 

The Italian force included the 35,000-ton brand-new battle
ship Vittorio Veneto, with nine 15-inch guns, as well as eight 
cruisers and nine destroyers. Three of the Italian cruisers were 
sighted by an RAF Sunderland flying boat at 1230 hours on 
March 27; they were 75 miles east of Sicily and steering for 
Crete (map I). That night, Cunningham took his three battle
ships (Warspite, Valiant and Barham), with the carrier Formid
able and a destroyer escort, out from Alexandria to join his 
four cruisers already at sea. The Italian and British cruiser 
forces met at 0722 hours on March 28. The British cruisers 
attempted to draw th(~ Italians onto the guns of Cunningham's 
advancing force, while at the same time keeping out of range 
of the Vittorio Veneto. When aircraft from the Formidable 
made contact with the enemy, the Italian cruisers turned away 
together with the Vittorio Veneto (map 2), Cunningham's force 
continued in pursuit. At 1530, Formidable's torpedo bombers 
made a second attack on Vittorio Veneto and achieved a hit, 
which slowed down the battleship (map 3), but she continued 
on course for Taranto, protected by her cruisers and destroyers. 

The action lasted into the night (map 4). At 1930 hours, the 
cruiser Pola was also struck by a torpedo and stopped. Unaware 
that Cunningham was still on their heels, the Italians sent back 
the cruisers Zara and Fiume, with four destroyers, to help the 
stricken Pola. The rescue ships were picked up by the Grey
hound's searchlights and at 2228 hours Cunningham's battle
ships opened up on the Italian cruisers at close range. The 
action lasted only four-and-a-half minutes, before the battle
ships turned away, harassed by the destroyers and the guns of 
the crippled cruisers. The destroyer Jervis was left to deal with 
the victims, while the search continued for the Vittorio Veneto. 
The Fiume had already sunk; the Jervis finished off the Zara 
and Pola. Two destroyers were also sunk. The Vittorio Veneto 
escaped. Despite this disappointment, Cunningham had 
ensured that the Italian fleet was not able to interfere with 
British warships and transports when, in the ensuing months, 
the time came to evacuate troops from Greece and Crete. 
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Rommel Recovers Cyrenaica 
Rommel arrived in North Africa on February 12, 1941 , only 
three days after the British reached El Agheila at the end of 
Wavell' s Libyan offensive (map I). Rommel's Afrika Korps 
was to have two Panzer divisions but XV Panzer Division did 
not arr ive until the end of May and XXI Panzer Division (also 
known as V Light Division) was not complete until mid-April, 
although it began to arrive on February 14, The Allies were 
equally stretched. Wavell had to withdraw a substantial number 
of men to Greece, leaving only a covering force under General 
Neame, 

On March 24, Rommel attacked with XXI Panzer and two 
Italian divisions, driving the British out of El Agheila (map 2). 
He was at Agedabia by April 2. The Italian column then 
advanced along the coast through Benghazi to Derna, while 
XXI Panzer advanced across the desert through Msus and 
through Tengeder and Mechili and from there to Tobruk, The 
vital British petrol dump at Msus was destroyed; depriving the 
retreating forces of their manoeuvrability. 

Above: (1) The Axis and the Allied advance positions at the end of 
Wavell's offensive in Cyrenaica. Tripoli was the main Axis base. 
Rommel arrived in North Africa only three tklys after Allied troops 
reached El Agheila and within six weeks had launched a counter
offensive. 

7th Australian Division, with some tanks, was sent in by sea 
to hold Tobruk, which would deprive Rommel of an advance 
base and threaten his flank . Rommel failed in an ill-coordinated 
attack on April 10-11 and a larger assault was also thrown 
back on April 14. Consolidating his position around Tobruk 
with Italian troops , Rommel then advanced to the Egyptian 
frontier and attacked through Sollum and the Halfaya Pass to 
come to a halt on a line from Buq Buq to Sofafl. A major 
assault to take Tobruk at the very end of April was held by the 
defenders (map 3). 
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A 
Above: (2) Taking advantage of the depleted state of the Allied forces, 
Rommel recovered Cyrenaica between the end of March and the second 
week in April 1941. Only Tobruk remained in Allied hands. 

Left: (3) Rommel'sfirst attack on Tobruk was only half-hearted, with 
troops that were rushed in as soon as they arrived. Hisfirstfull-scale 
attack was launched on April 30, during which he achieved a salient at 
Ras el Matkluar. This was contained by the garrison after four tklys' 
fighting. Under the command of Major-General Morshead and Major
General Scobie, the defenders put up determined resistance. 



Brevity and Battleaxe 

Halfaya Pass was strategically important to both sides. When 
Rommel captured it in his April offensive, Wavell ordered 
Brigadier Gott to recapture the pass and to advance through 
Sollum and Fort Capuzzo towards Tobruk. Operation Brevity 
was a three~pronged attack launched on May 15 (map 1). 
Halfaya Pass and Fort Capuzzo were both taken but when 
Rommel counter-attacked, expecting to encounter a major 
advance, he quickly recaptured Capuzzo and found that 7th 
Armoured Division had withdrawn on Gott' s orders to HaJfaya. 
Rommel's VIII Panzer Regiment outflanked the pass and 
recaptured it on May 27. 

Wavell' s long-awaited 'Tiger' convoy arrived on May 12, 
giving him the necessary armour to support what was to be his 
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Above left: (1) Operation Brevity, which 
began with a three-pronged assault on May 
15 and achieved some initwl successes. 
Twelve days later, Rommel had recaptured 
Halfaya Pass and strengthened its 
fortifications with his SS-mm anti-aircraft 
guns. 

Above right: (2) Operation Battleaxe was 
Wavell's last attempt to break Rommel's hold 
in Cyrenaica and to relieve Tobruk. In three 
days, between June 15 and 17, Rommel's 
defences absorbed the first attacks and then 
counter-attacked to drive the Allies back. 

Right: The 'Crusader' tanks were brought 
immedwtely from the important 'Tiger' 
convoy into battle. Unfamilwr to their crews 
and in unfamilwr surroundings, they suffered 
heavy losses. 
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last desert offensive, Operation Battleaxe (map 2). Forbidden 
to advance and hampered by supply problems, Rommel was 
dug in at HaJfaya Pass and on Points 206 and 208. Wavell 
ordered a frontal attack on Halfaya and a left-flanking attack 
on Fort Capuzzo and Sollum. The attack on Halfaya Pass 
began on June 15 but Rommel's entrenched 88-mm anti
aircraft guns turned the assault. At Point 206, Capuzzo and 
Hafid Ridge, Rommel absorbed the initial attacks and then 
counter-attacked, bombarding the Allies with artillery. V Light 
Division was sent to outflank the attack in the direction of Sidi 
Omar, where 7th Armoured Division suffered heavy losses. V 
Light Division then swung east towards Halfaya Pass. It was 
joined by VIII Panzer Regiment and Halfaya Pass was relieved 
by June 17. The Allies withdrew to their original positions. 
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Operation Crusader 
After the failure of Operation Battleaxe, Auchinleck replaced 
Wavell and Cunningham was put in command of the newly 
named 8th Army. Anticipating an all-out attack by Rommel 
on Tobruk, Operation Crusader opened on November 18, 1941, 
with 13th Corps advancing on Haifaya Pass and Fort Capuzzo, 
while 30th Corps advanced through Gabr Saleh towards Tobruk 
(map I). 7th Armoured Brigade reached Sidi Rezegh with I~ttle 
difficulty but 22nd Armoured Brigade was halted by the Anete 
Division and 4th Armoured Brigade was stopped by XXI 
Panzer Division. 

While Rommel was preoccupied with Tobruk, Cruewell 
commanded the Afrika Korps counter-attack (map 2), first to 
Sidi Azeiz, then south (November 20) against 4th and 22nd 
Armoured Brigades, then north (November 21) against 7th 
Armoured Brigade at Sidi Rezegh. Meanwhile the New Zea-
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Above: (1) November 18-19. Operation Crusader begins with 13th 
Corps holding on the rightflank while 30th Corps makes a strong 
advance on the left and in the centre. 
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Above: (2) November 20-22. The 'multi-layer' battle develops with the 
counter-attack by Cruewell and the AfrikaKorps, turning south and 
then north again towards Sidi Rezegh. 
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land Division moved up to Sidi Azeiz. But the Allied spearhead 
had already been blunted and, on the night of November 22, 
XV Panzer Division virtually destroyed the 4th Armoured 
Brigade (map 3). In further confused fighting between Sidi 
Rezegh and Bir el Gubi on November 23, XV Panzer Division 
shattered 5th South African Brigade (map 4), its second Allied 
victim. 

On November 24, Rommel made a 'dash for the wire' to 
relieve the Haifaya garrison and cut off the 8th Army (map 5). 
The threat posed by the New Zealand advance on Tobruk in 
his rear forced him to turn back and, despite determined 
counter-attacks against the recovering 30th Corps, he was 
finally exhausted. Confronted by the more vigorous action of 
General Ritchie, who had replaced Cunningham, Rommel 
withdrew to El Agheila before his forces were cut off in the 
Benghazi bulge (map 6). 

Right: (3) November 
22. The British 
spearhead is blunted 
and 4th Armoured 
Brigade is broken by 
XV Panzer Division. 

Right: (4) November 
23. XV Panzer 
Division encounters 
and destroys 5th 
South African 
Brigade, which loses 
two-thirds of its 
men and 
equipment. 
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Above: (5) November 24-28. Rommel's 'dash t~ th~ wire' is frustrated 
by renewed Allied determination and the threat In hiS rear by the New 
Zealand Division advancing on Tobruk. 

5 



Right: (6) Crusader was not a runaway 
victory. Both sides were ready for an offensive 
and there was a hard slogging match before 
Rommelfinally withdrew from the perimeter 
of Tobruk and retreated to El Agheikl. His 
retreat was a tactical withdrawal, for he did 
not want to get cut off in the bulge of 
Benghazi. 

Below: Rommel (right) was concentrating his 
personal attention on the siege of Tobruk 
when Crusader opened. It was General 
Cruewell who started the AfrikaKorps 
counter-offensive. 

Bottom: A 25-pounder opens up on the 
German siege lines around Tobruk in the 
early stages of Operation Crusader. 
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Keyes'Raid 
On the night of November 13-14, only 
a few days before Operation Crusader, 
a daring and ill-fated commando raid led 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Geoffrey Keyes 
was launched behind the enemy lines to 
seize Rommel and to put his HQ out of 
action (maps above). Keyes' targets were 
the Rommelhaus at Beda Littoria and 
the communications pylon near Cyrene . 
Early intelligence for the raid obtained 
by Captain Haselden proved unreliable. 
Rommel was not at the HQ when the 
raid took place . Keyes himself was killed 
and all but two of the raiders were 
captured. Keyes was awarded a post
humous VC. 
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Left: (1) Rommel's second offensive in 
Cyrenaica followed much the same lines as 
hisfirst offensive in March and April, 1941. 
The Allied outposts were quickly disrupted 
and, with its lines of supply already 
overstretched, 8th Army was driven back to 
the GaZllia Line within two weeks. 

Below: (2) The GaZllia Line is turned. The 
defensive line of minefields and 
interconnected brigade boxes stretched from 
GaZllia to Bir Hachim , with open desert 
beyond, easy to drive round. Ritchie hoped to 
use 30th Corps to crush the Panzers against 
the rear of the line once Rommel swept north. 
But Ritchie left his counterblow too long and 
Rommel had leisure to overwhelm l50th 
Brigade box and open up his own supply 
lines. 
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Rommel's Advance to Gazala 
Driven back towards his base in Tripolitania, Rommel was able 
to rebuild his own forces more quickly than could the 8th 
Army, now far from its own base in Egypt. On January 21, 
1942, only a few weeks after falling back on El Agheila, 
Rommel advanced once again through Agedabia and Benghazi 
(map I). On February 5-6 he came up against 8th Army's 
defensive line between Gazala and Bir Hachim. Both sides 
rested on this line for nearly four months, gathering their 
strength. 

Rommel took the initiative on May 26, sweeping round Bir 
Hachim and turning north behind the Allied lines, while 
Cruewell pinned down the defences in the north (map 2). He 
hoped to open a supply line through Trigh Capuzzo and Trigh 
el Abd but failed to identify the 150th Brigade box in the 
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Above: (3) Rommel turns on 150th Brigade box in the area known as 
the Cauldron, concentrating all his Panzers on this point. 

Below: (5) Ritchie's belated counterblow on June 5-6 was beaten off 
and Rommel broke from the Cauldron on June 11, hard on the heels of 
the Free French Brigade withdrawing from Bir Hachim. 
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Rommel resumes attack toward Tobruk 

Cauldron. Hard pressed by 30th Corps and Allied aircraft, 
running low on fuel, Rommel moved into the Cauldron to 
prepare for the Allied counter-offensive (map 3). Ritchie failed 
to seize his opportunity to attack and Rommel had time to 
crush 150th Brigade and to open supply lines through the 
minefield. The fight for 150th Brigade box (map 4) was 
particularly severe and lasted for about 72 hours. The box 
succumbed to Rommel's armour and the Stukas. 

Ritchie' s counter-attack came too late, on June 5-6, and 
was easily beaten back (map 5) . On June 10-11, the Free 
French Brigade were driven out of Bir Hachim and on June 11 
the Axis forces broke out of the Cauldron, burst through 30th 
Corps and headed for Tobruk. The Allies fell back hastily 
before the onslaught and Tobruk was surrounded by June 18. 
This time, Rommel meant to seize the prize without delay. 
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Below: A British tank ablaze and with one track ripped off. Rommel's 
Panzers were once again on the offensive. 
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MEDITERRANEAN SEA 0 Miles 5 

Above: The garrison of Tobruk fought 
gallantly under the command of Major
GeneralKlopper but they were quickly over
run by Rommel's attack with three armoured 
divisions. 
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The Fall of Tobruk and Marsa Matruh 

Facing the imminent possibility of defeat after Rommel's 
breaching of the Gazala Line, 8th Army withdrew along the 
coast towards the Egyptian frontier, leaving Tobruk to stand 
alone. RommeI reached the perimeter of the defences on June 
18, 1942. On his previous assault he had attacked from the 
south-west corner and failed to take the port. This time, he 
followed O'Connor's example during Wavell's offensive and 
attacked at the south-east corner. Major-General Klopper, 
newly appointed commander of the 2nd South African Division, 
was in charge of the defence. 

Rommel attacked on June 20 (map I). Three armoured 
divisions made a co-ordinated assault and by 1600 hours the 
Axis were in control of the airfield. Within three hours, XXI 
Panzer Division had reached the harbour. Klopper resisted 
with determination, while destroying the precious quantities of 
fuel, but he was eventually forced to surrender. The last Allied 
troops laid down their arms on the evening of June 21. They 
had waited for the promised help from Ritchie in vain. Klopper 
and 33,000 men were taken prisoner. 

Rommel determined to press on, despite his own losses, for 
8th Army was weakened by defeat and indecisive leadership 
and the once powerful 30th Corps was almost shattered. Ritchie 
withdrew in disorder to a defensive line at Marsa Matruh but 
at this point Auchinleck relieved him and took over direct 
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Left: (1) Rommel's attack on Tobruk, June 
1942. Havingfailed to take Tobruk on his 
first offensive, this time Rommel chose to 
attack from the south-east rather than the 
south-west. The attack was completely 
successful. The defenders of Tobruk 
surrendered within four days. Rommel had 
removed the thorn that had stuck in his side 
on his previous advance to the Egyptian 
border. 

command. Realizing that his depleted and demoralized forces 
would probably be unable to hold the line between Marsa 
Matruh and Sidi Hamzah, he decided on a strategic withdrawal 
to the Alam Halfa Ridge, between El Alamein and the Qattara 
Depression. At the same time, he determined to fight a delaying 
action at Marsa Matruh. 

Rommel began to move his forces forward against the Marsa 
Matruh line on June 26 (map 2). As at Gazala, he aimed at a 
flanking attack around the southern end of the line, combined 
with a parallel attack to the north which would cut the coast 
road east of Matruh. The advance was rapid. By 1200 hours on 
June 27, the Axis were threatening 13th Corps, which was 
forced to withdraw despite attempts at a counter-attack by 
10th Corps. Orders were sent from 8th Army HQ that 10th 
Corps should also withdraw but these orders were not received 
until the following morning. On June 28, 10th Corps was 
trapped with its back to the sea. 13th Corps failed to come to 
the assistance of 10th Corps in time and only small units of 
10th Corps managed to break out independently, leaving 7,000 
prisoners. 

The remains of 8th Army fell back to El Alamein (map 3), 
only 60 miles west of Alexandria, but by then both sides were 
completely exhausted and a few tentative probes by Rommel 
July were easily rebuffed by the entrenched Allies. The stage 
was set for the preliminary moves in the final confrontation. 
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Left: (2) Churchill was deeply upset by the fall 
of Tobruk and tried to bully Ritchie into 
making a stand at Marsa Matruh. But 
Auchinleck relieved Ritchie of command and 
decided on a rearguard action and a 
withdrawal to El Alamein. Rommel merely 
repeated his tactics from Gazala and swept 
round the southern end of the defences while 
simultaneously attacking in the north to cut ,off 
10th Corps. His victory was complete within 
four days. 
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Above: (3) Rommel's two-phase advance 
through Cyrenaica and into Egypt. This was 
the pinnacle of his success in North Africa. 
For a while, however, it seemed to the 
shattered 8th Army that he could not be 
stopped from reaching Alexandria and 
achieving his ultimate objectives . 

Left: General Nehring of the victorious Afrika 
Korps poses beside a captured British 25-
pounder on the edge of the desert. Tobruk 
itself had been well furnished with stores of 
all kinds and the British suffered tremendous 
losses when the port fell. The defenders made 
gallant efforts to destroy the huge supplies of 
petrol stockpiled in Tobruk and to cause as 
much damage to the port as possible before 
they were finally forced to surrender. 
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The First Battle of El Alamein 
Pushed back from Tobruk and Marsa Matruh, Auchinleck was 
determined to hold El Alamein . It was his last chance to stop 
Rommel reaching Alexandria, but he had barely time to 
reassemble his remaining forces (only two operative infantry 
divisions and a still disorganized armoured division) before 
Rommel was attacking once again. This time, as Rommellater 
admitted, Auchinleck proved to be the equal of the 'Desert 
Fox'. Instead of putting his faith in fixed lines of defence, 
Auchinleck used a fluid line based on the Ruweisat Ridge and 
Bab el Qattara. He determined to channel Rommel's attack 
into prepared paths that he could successfully counter-attack. 

Rommel himself believed that he had 8th Army on the run 
and that he could easily break through the opposition, pass by 
El Alamein, and continue in triumph towards Alexandria and 

Cairo . On July 1, 1942, he committed his main Panzer attack 
to the centre, with a supplementary attack further north (map 
1). Between July 2 and 4, Rommel was twice repulsed on the 
Ruweisat Ridge (map 2) and on July 3 a southward move by 
the Italians was rebuffed by the New Zealanders. Rommel had 
to abandon his hopes of a quick victory. 

On July 10-11 , Auchinleck moved the fresh 9th Australian 
Division against the Sabratha Division in the north and 
successfully attacked Tell el Eisa (map 3), forcing Rommel to 
commit his last reserves. On July 14-15 Auchinleck struck at 
Ruweisat Ridge (map 4) . Rommel retook Point 63 on July 15 
but suffered severe losses. Auchinleck launched a second attack 
on the ridge on July 21-22 (map 5) but it gained no ground. 
Both sides dug in with minefields and prepared to regroup. 
Auchinleck had successfully made his stand. Now he, like 
Wavell before him, was to be replaced. 

Below: (1) First Alamein: Rommel strikes in the centre on July 1, while Auchinleck prepares to hold the Panzers and strike back. 
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Left: (2) July 3. 
The Afrika Korps 
(DAK) are held on 
Ruweisat Ridge and 
the Ariete Division 
are turned back in 
the south. 

Right: (3) July 
10-11. While 
Rommel's extended 
line fails to make 
further advances, 
the Sabratha 
Division in the north 
is destroyed. 
Rommel's counter
attacks on July 
13 -14 are turned 
away with heavy 
losses. 
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Left: A German sapper lifting a British mine. This dangerous task was 
to become an important preliminary to allfuture attacks on both sides. 
Minefields were a prime form of defence. 
Bottom left: (4) July 14-15. Auchinleck'sfirst strike at Ruweisat Ridge 
achieved most of its objectives, except for Point 63, which was retaken 
by Rommel on July 15. 
Bottom right: (5) July 21-22. Auchinleck's second assault on Ruweisat 
Ridge and El Mreir. He still failed to take Point 63 and now the 
position of both fronts was crystallizing. 
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The Malta Convoys 
During the fluctuating fortunes of the conflict in North Africa, 
the island fortress of Malta remained the one Allied stronghold 
in the central Mediterranean (map 1). The first bombs fell only 
a few hours after Italy entered the war, on the night of June 10, 
1940, and from January 1941 , the island was subjected to the 
much more severe attacks of the Luftwaffe. On January 16, 80 
Stukas from Sicily attacked the dockyard and the carrier 
Illustrious, which was in the harbour. Further concentrated 
attacks followed throughout the year. Supply convoys were hit 
so hard by the Axis that at times they had to be temporarily 
suspended. 

By August 1942, Romme1 was at the height of his success in 
North Africa . The Allies had been pushed back to El Alamein 
and Malta was at the end of its resources of food and fuel. The 
loss of Malta at this stage would have been disastrous . On 
August 3, a convoy of 14 merchantmen, codenamed Operation 
Pedestal, including the tanker Ohio and escorted by two 
battleships, three carriers, seven cruisers, 32 destroyers and 
eight submarines, left the Clyde in a desperate bid to save 
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Corsica 

Malta. Seven days later, the convoy passed through the Straits 
of Gibraltar and was quickly spotted and shadowed. 

At 1323 hours on August 11, a U-boat sank the aircraft 
carrier Eagle (map 2) . On the same day came the first air 
strikes from Sardinia, which were beaten off without damage 
to the convoy. On August 12 , the Axis attacked mercilessly 
from the air and from the sea. The freighter Deucalion was hit 
and later sank. In the evening, the destroyer Foresight was sunk 
and the carrier Indomitable rendered useless . Later that same 
evening, the cruiser Cairo was sunk; so were two more 
merchant ships, the Empire Hope and Clan Ferguson. The 
cruisers Nigeria and Kenya were damaged; so were the Brisbane 
Star and the Ohio. The convoy was thrown into confusion. Five 
more merchant ships and a cruiser were lost in the night and 
another merchant ship in the morning. Only three ships reached 
Malta in convoy: the Port Chalmers, Melbourne Star and 
Rochester Castle. They were later joined by the Brisbane Star 
and the battered Ohio, which was towed into Valletta harbour 
on August 15. Her vital oil cargo enabled Malta to hold out 
until December. Two more convoys reached Malta by the end 
of the year . 
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Above: (1) Malta was the vital link in the Allied supply line between 
Gibraltar and Alexandria; it also bestrode the Axis supply lines between 
Italy and North Africa. 
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Below: The carrier Eagle was Pedestal'sfirst casualty. She was 
torpedoed by U-73 shortly after midday on August 11 ; she capsized 
and sank within minutes of the attack. 



Miles 

MED T E 

PEDESTAL CONVOY ENTERS 
MEDITERANNEAN ON NIGHT OF 
AUG , 1011. 1942 

NOON, AUG , " 
EAGLE SUNK 

.Algiers A 

2000 HRS" AUG , 1 
FIRST AIR 
ATTACK 

0900 HRS " AUG 1 
ATTACKS BEATEN 
OFF ' 

150 
I 

NOON, AUG , 
DEUCALlDN 
DAMAGED, LATER 
SUNK 

Attacks by + aircraft • submarines - E-boats 

@ Number of aircraft or E-boats engaged in each attack, 

Above: (2) The route of the Pedestal convoy, after it entered the 
Mediterranean. The concerted attacks of August 12 threw the convoy 
into confusion. The heaviest losses were during the evening of August 
12 and the night of August 12-13. Onlyfive merchantmen, including 
the Ohio, reached Malta, out of the fourteen that had set out from the 
Clyde. 

AUG , 1 
CAIRO , CLAN FERGUSON 
& EMPIRE HOPE SUNK, 
NIGERIA, BRISBANE 
STAR, KENYA & OHIO 
OAMAGED 

NIGHT, AUG , 12/1 
SANTA ELlSA, WAIRANGI. 
ALMERIA LYKES & 
GLENORCHY SUNK, 
MANCHESTER DAMAGED, 
LATER SUNK 

X U -boatsunk 

Below: Pedestal's precious oil tanker, Ohio, lies in the Grand Harbour, 
Valletta, after surviving an Italian torpedo hit and two crashing 
German dive bombers. 
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The Battle of Alam Halfa 
Some important changes in the Allied command followed the 
first battle of El Alamein. Auchinleck felt as much in need of 
regrouping his exhausted forces as did Rommel and he refused 
to attack again until the middle of September. Churchill wanted 
a more immediate attack and a vigorous and determined 
commander for 8th Army. Auchinleck was withdrawn and so 
was Ritchie. Overall command was given to Alexander. Church
ill' s first choice to take over 8th Army, against the advice of 
many, was General Gott; but Gott was shot down on August 
7 on his way to Cairo. Churchill favoured Maitland-Wilson as 
a successor but he was persuaded to accept Montgomery 
instead. It may have been a reluctant decision but it was an 
important one. 

Auchinleck relinquished command in the Middle East on 
August 15, 1942, apparently in disgrace, but it was Rommel 
himself who redeemed Auchinleck's reputation. He said later 
that 'Auchinleck was a very good leader . . . At Alamein, 
Auchinleck took the initiative himself and executed his opera
tions with deliberation and noteworthy courage.' 

Alexander and Montgomery took over in principle the 
existing plan of defence for 8th Army, which was to hold the 
line between El Alamein and Ruweisat Ridge in strength and 
to counter-attack from a prepared position on the Alam el 
Halfa Ridge. On his side, Rommel needed to make a last bid 
to break through to the Nile before his resources dwindled 
completely, while Montgomery built up his own resources for 
the battle of annihilation he planned to fight when the time 
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was ripe. Meanwhile, Montgomery had his work cut out to 
consolidate his hold on the hearts and minds of his convalescent 
army and to plan meticulously for Rommel's forthcoming 
attack. . 

Montgomery had to face that attack within little more than 
two weeks of his new command. For once, 8th Army had 
resources and weapons to match the Afrika Korps and the 
Italians. Rommel's plan was similar to that which had proved 
so successful in earlier battles: a holding attack in the north 
and a southern sweep round the end of the defensive line to 
attack the Alam Halfa Ridge from the south-east (see map). 
He attacked on the night of August 30-31. Initially he made 
a break through the Allied lines but then he ran into 7th 
Armoured Division and was compelled to turn north earlier 
than he wished. It was 22nd Armoured Brigade, at the western 
end of the Alam Halfa Ridge, who subsequently received the 
brunt of Rommel's attack. Although XV Panzer Division 
succeeded in working round the flank of 22nd Armoured 
Brigade to stop a link up between 22nd and 8th Armoured 
Brigades, it was finally stopped by the tanks on Alam Halfa 
Ridge and by a lack of fuel. 

Insufficient supplies of fuel were Rommel's undoing at Alam 
Halfa. On September 2, Rommel was forced to withdraw to 
the line between El Taqa and Bab el Qattara, constantly 
harassed by Allied air attacks. The New Zealand Division, in 
the centre, attempted a counter-attack on September 3-4 but 
was withdrawn and Montgomery risked no further counter
attacks. Once again, the opposing fronts settled down and 
Rommel himself dug in to a defensive line in depth. 
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Above: Axis infantry finding it hard work in 
soft, windswept sand. They made only afew 
attacks. Once again, the main assault was 
undertaken by Rommel's armour. 

German Italian 
-----+- - - - ..... Rommel's intended advance 
====t> =c::::::> Rommel 's actual advance 

8th Army Corps headquarters 

Left: Rmnmel repeated his successful tactics 
from Gazohl: a diversionary attack in the 
north and a southernflank attack. This time, 
he was stopped. 8th Army Divisional headquarters 
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Allied armour awaiting attack. 

Inset: Long-range desert raiders, sent out in 
September 1942 against Tobruk, Benghazi 
and Barce, were a costly failure, but 
;. • ed Rommel that his enemy could be 
4orin~ JlS well. 



The Battle of El Alamein 
Montgomery was determined not to launch his own attack on 
Rommel until he had absolute superiority, especially in armour 
and in the air. In the seven weeks between Alam Halfa and El 
Alamein, 8th Army was well-rested, carefully trained and 
supplied with weapons and equipment superior both in quantity 
and quality to those of the Axis. Moreover, the Allied troops 
knew from experience now that the enemy was not invincible. 

On the eve of El Alamein, the Allies had 195,000 men 
against 50,000 Germans and 54,000 Italians ; they had 1,029 
tanks against 489 German and Italian tanks; they had 2,311 
guns against 1,219 Axis guns; they had 750 aircraft (530 
serviceable) against 675 Axis aircraft (350 serviceable). The 
Axis had been carefully led to expect an attack in the south 
from 13th Corps and the DAK was split, with XV Panzer 
Division in the north and XXI Panzer Division in the south. 
Rommel himself was in hospital in Germany when the battle 
opened and General Stumme was in command. Stumme died 
of a heart attack on the opening day and was replaced by 
Thoma. Rommel did not return until October 25 , the second 
day of the battle . 

Montgomery launched his direct attack on the night of 
October 23-24, 1942, preceded by a I,OOO-gun artillery barrage 
(map I). Twenty minutes later, 30th Corps advanced to push 
two corridors through the minefields into the enemy lines to 
the north, while 13th Corps began a diversionary attack to the 
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south. By dawn on October 24, most of the units of 30th Corps 
had reached their destinations on the Oxalic Line and the 
armoured divisions of 10th Corps were advancing down the 
two corridors (map 2). The Italians resisted stubbornly and XV 
Panzer Division mounted a counter-attack. The advance along 
both corridors was held up. 

Montgomery switched his attack to the extreme north on 
October 26, sending 9th Australian Division to cut the coast
road behind the enemy lines (map 3). This forced Rommel to 
concentrate his reserves in the north. The continuous tank 
battle that raged in this area for almost a week took a heavy toll 
of the Axis forces . Meanwhile, Montgomery withdrew front
line units to create a reserve with which he intended to make 
his final push. His first plan had been to use 10th Corps to 
break through in the north but he decided against this when 
German reinforcements advanced along the coast-road. 
Instead, he chose to attack by Kidney Hill. 

Operation Supercharge was launched on November 2 (map 
4), with two infantry brigades followed by 9th Armoured 
Brigade, which suffered heavy casualties, and 1st Armoured 
Division. By that evening Rommel had decided to retreat but 
was forbidden to do so by Hitler. He finally withdrew on the 
night of November 3-4, with heavy losses, leaving the Italians 
to crumble before the Allied attack. The tables had turned at 
last but Montgomery failed to follow up his victory with a swift 
annihilation, as many believed that he should have done. 
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Opposite page, left: (1) October 23-24. 13th Corps makes a 
diversionary attack in the south, while 30th Corps opens up two 
corridors through the enemy minefields in the north, to reach the 
Oxalic Line. Pierson had been the original objective for the armour of 
10th Corps advancing through the corridors. 

Opposite page, right: (2) The two armoured divisions of 10th Corps 
were held by determined ltalum resistance as well as a counter-attack 
by German and Italian armour. Despite this, Montgomery continued to 
attempt to push through the southern of the two corridors. 

Above: (3) The thrust in the extreme north by 9th Australian Division, 
which attempted to reach the sea and forced Rommel to commit his 
reserves in the north. 

Right: (4) Operation Supercharge was Montgomery's breakthrough 
attack, which began in the early hours of November 2 and by November 
4 was assured of success. 

Below: During the savage fighting in 30th Corps sector, the crew of one 
of Rommel's precious Panzers surrenders to a British infantryman. 
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Above: (1) Operation Torch, November 8, 1942. The three-pronged 
Allied landings had hardly established themselves before the Germans 
responded by landing their own troops from Sicily to form a strong 
bridgehead in Tunisia. 

Operation Torch 
Four days after Montgomery' s victory at El Alamein, a co
ordinated attack was launched by American and British fqrces 
in French North Africa. There had been several political 
problems before the plan was perfected. The Americans had 
pressed for an early landing in France and it had taken 
determined British arguments to promote landings in North 
Africa that would eventually enable them to invade the 'soft 
underbelly' of Europe. Secondly, it was not known how the 
French themselves in North Africa would react, fearing perhaps 
to antagonize the Germans in case the invasion failed , yet 
wishing to offer help to the Allies to speed their own liberation. 
The majority of the invasion force was American, since it was 
decided that the Americans would be more welcome to the 
French than the British. 

This was the largest amphibious landing of the war thus far 
and involved long preliminary sea voyages. The Western Task 
Force (35,000 men in 39 vessels sailing directly from America) 
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landed at Casablanca under Patton. The Central Task Force 
(39,000 men in 47 vessels) was also American but had sailed 
from Great Britain to Oran. The Eastern Task Force (33,000 
men in 34 vessels) contained British elements and landed at 
Algiers. The landings were perfectly co-ordinated for the 
morning of November 8, 1942 (map 1). All three met varying 
degrees of resistance but on November 9 Admiral Darlan of 
the French forces ordered a cease-fire, after being taken into 
protective custody. Although this was countermanded by the 
Vichy Government, most of the French forces obeyed. 

The Germans reacted to the invasion with surprising speed. 
Kesselring sent troops from Sicily on November 9 to hold 
Tunisia (map 2), which was vital to Rommel's retreat. Despite 
Allied parachute drops ahead of the advancing army under 
General Anderson, the Germans were able to establish a strong 
bridgehead. Anderson' s 1st Army had hoped to link up quickly 
with 8th Army heading west in pursuit of Rommel, but 
Anderson was too slow and his attacks were piecemeal. 

A race developed to seize the major airfields. With attacks 
and counter-attacks on both sides, a front line was established 
by December that ran from Bou Arada in the south through 
Medjez el Bab and Sidi Nsir and past Sedjenane. By this time, 
1 st Army had outrun its supply lines and lacked impetus. 
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Above: (2) German reaction to Operation Torch was faster than any of 
the Allied planners had anticipated. Allied parachute drops required 
back-up from Anderson's 1st Army if they were to succeed but 1st 
Army strength did not arrive in time. After initwl successes, the Allies 
were held back by the Germans and a stalemate had been reached by 
the end of the month. The hoped-for link with 8th Army was delayed 
by several mon,ths. 
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Below: Allied forces move out from the coast into Algerw after French 
resistance came to an end following Admiral Darlan's call to lay down 
arms. The Admiral had been caught unexpectedly on a private visit to 
Algiers. His controverswl co-operation with the Allies brought the 
condemnation of the Vichy Government and resulted in his own 
assassination on December 24, 1942, but it helped to smooth the Allied 
landings. 
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Above: Axis artillery in Tunisia, December 1942. The Allies were 
surprised by the swift build up of heavy equipment. 

The Battle of Kasserine 
While Operation Torch had been landing the Allies in French 
North Africa, Rommel had been withdrawing west in front of 
the advancing 8th Army. Once safely behind the Mareth Line, 
to the south of the Gulf of Gabes, Rommel needed to remove 
the threat from the 1st Army in his rear before having to face 
Montgomery on the Mareth Line itself (see next page). His 
immediate plan was to cut through the 1st Army to reach the 
sea at B6ne (map 1). In turn, Anderson' s 1st Army needed to 
break through to the Gulf of Gabes to split Rommel's Afrika 
Korps from von Arnim's V Army farther north. 

There were clashes on December 6 and December 22-25, 
1942, towards the north at Longstop Hill (map 2) and farther 
south in the second half of January. The Axis gained control of 
the major passes through the Eastern Dorsal preparatory to 
their planned attack in the south once Rommel was clear of 

Below: Crusaders of 17-21st Lancers nearKzar Mezouar. The Allies 
found manoeuvring difficult in the hilly countryside. 
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Above: A German tank knocked out during the thrust for Medjez el Bab 
at the end of November 1942. 

Mareth. This attack began early on February 14, 1943, with a 
double blow by von Arnim to take Sidi Bou Zid (map 3). US 
1st Armoured Division counter-attacked on February 15 , but 
failed to retake Sidi Bou Zid. On the same day, Rommel struck 
Gafsa and headed north to Feriana. By February 18, both 
Kasserine and Sbeitla were in Axis hands. Allied counter
attacks were only piecemeal. 

On February 19, Rommel advanced towards Le Kef, expect
ing support from von Arnim which did not come. Rommel 
probed north to Sbiba, Thala and Tebessa against increasing 
Allied resistance, while von Arnim withdrew to a defensive 
position farther north. At this point, Alexander assumed 
control of the Allied forces and forbade any further retreat 
from the Western Dorsal. He moved units of 6th Armour~d 
Division south to hold the line, just in time to thwart a 
breakthrough. By February 22, Rommel had decided to retire 
to his Mareth position. On February 25, the Allies recaptured 
Kasserine and Sidi Bou Zid. Rommel had been beaten back 
but the Allies had been badly shaken . 
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Above: (1) The ultimate targets for the 
offensive by Rommel and von Arnim in the 
third week of February 1943. 

Right: (3) The Battle ofKasserine, which 
rattled the Allies and showed that Rommel 
retained some of his old skills. 

Below: (2) The Axis captured Longstop Hill in 
December 1942 and pinned the Allies down 
with a series of attacks in January. 
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Below: A Valentine tank captured and used by the Axis, then recovered 
by the Allies at Thala. 
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Breaking the Mareth Line 
The steady pace of Montgomery' s advance from El Alamein to 
Medenine had been frustrating for those who hoped to destroy 
Rommel's Afrika Korps before it reached Tunisia (map I) but 
Montgomery was taking no chances. He forced Rommel to 
withdraw from El Agheila on December 16, 1942, by a long 
desert flanking attack and a similar flanking movement flushed 
Rommel out of Buerat on January 15, 1943. The advance guard 
of 8th Army entered Tripoli in the early morning of January 
23, 

Allied troops crossed into Tunisia on February 4 and reached 
Medenine by February 16. Rommel then turned his attention 
from 1st Army to 8th Army and on March 6 watched for the 
last time as his Afrika Korps went into action against Mont
gomery's prepared positions (map 2). Launching his main 
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Above: (1) Montgomery's pursuit of Rommel 
from Tobruk to Medenine, December 1942-
February 1943. There was always the fear 
that the AfrikaKorps might once again turn 
suddenly and attack, as it had so often done 
before. In reality, the AfrikaKorps was too 
weak even to hold a defensive line for very 
long. 

Left: 4th Indian Division made a carefully 
planned left hook through the Matmata Hills 
to outflank the Marelh Line but in the end 
saw their enemy escape. 
Below: 4th Indian Division carry out a 
casualty during the battle for the Mareth 
Line. 

attack in the centre, he sent X Panzer Division to attack farther 
south but he was twice repulsed with the loss of one-third of 
his tanks. 

After his failure at Medenine, Rommel relinquished com
mand of the Afrika Korps and returned to Germany, a sick 
man. The Mareth Front was taken over by General Messe. 
Meanwhile Alexander kept von Arnim guessing as to where 
the next blow would fall, from east or west. On March 17, US 
2nd Corps opened an offensive on Gafsa and took the town . 
On March 20, Montgomery opened his own offensive on the 
Mareth Line. 

Montgomery launched his main attack on the Mareth Line 
itself, while the New Zealand Corps made a long-range flanking 
attack on the Tebaga Gap (map 3) . As planned, 50th Division 
achieved a bridgehead across the Wadi Zigzaou on March 20 
but by March 22 the division had been badly savaged by a 



counter-attack by XV Panzer Division (map 4). Meanwhile the 
New Zealand Corps was being held by XXI Panzer Division 
and 164 Light Division at Tebaga. 

At this point, Montgomery decided to change the direction 
of his main attack from the Mareth Line to Tebaga Gap. On 
March 23, 1st Armoured Division began to arrive at Tebaga 
Gap, while 4th Indian Division prepared for a short hook 

through the Matmata Hills. On the night of March 26, the 
Allies breached Tebaga Gap in the wake of a barrage of fire 
from both ground and air. Outflanked, the Axis managed to 
hold the Allies long enough in the El Hamma Plain to escape 
and to pull their forces back to the Wadi Akarit. Skill and 
brute force had won the day but not for the first time the battle 
had proved to be inconclusive. 
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Above: (3) The Mareth Line ran from the sea 
to the foothills of the Matmata Hills. 
Montgomery sent the New Zealand Corps on a 
long detour through Wilder's Gap into the 
desert to make a diversionary attack through 
Tebaga Gap, which eventually became the 
main focus of the assault. 

Top right: (2) Rommel spread his forces too 
widely for his attack on Medenine and ran 
straight into the Allied artillery barrage. 

Centre right· (4) The Wadi Zigzaouformed a 
natural barrier on which were based the main 
defences of the Mareth Line. 50th Division 
forced a bridgehead after bitter fighting but 
were nearly destroyed by XV Panzer Division. 

Bottom right: Men of 8th Army move slowly 
forward during an action against Rommel's 
retreating army. 
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Victory in Africa 
With the breaking of the Mareth Line, the scene was set for the 
final confrontation in North Africa. On April 5-6 the Axis 
defences on the Wadi Akarit were breached by 4th Indian 
Division (map I) but through hesitation on the part of 8th 
Army HQ the Axis forces slipped away once again . 

To the north, 1st Army was recovering from the b~ttle for 
the Kasserine Pass and preparing for a breakout mto the 
Tunisian Plain. There was fierce fighting for important vantage 
points at several places along the line. On February 26, Axis 
forces in the centre thrust along the Sidi Nsir valley towards 
Beja (map 2) and over-ran Allied units at Sidi Nsir after bitter 
fighting. They reached Hunt's Gap on February 27 but were 
repulsed during the next two days and finally Withdrew on 
March 2. On March 27, the Allies replied with an attack on 
Fondouk Pass by US 34th Infantry Division but this attack 
faded out under heavy artillery fire . On April 7, 9th Corps 
began a major attack on the pass (map 3) and broke through 
to take the town of Kairouan but no great advance was made. 

On April 19-20, 8th Army launche~ an attack on E?fidaville 
but made little progress. Once agam, the emphaSIS swung 
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north. On April 20-21, an Axis spoiling attack on 1st Army 
positions between Goubellat and Medjez el Bab was repulsed 
with heavy losses. Then 1st Army built up the pressure (map 
4). British 5th Corps advanced to capture the hills around 
Longstop and Peter' s Corner and moved o'n Tunis through 
Massicault. US 2nd Corps attacked towards Mateur through 
Hill 609 and The Mousetrap. British 9th Corps attacked 
towards the Goubellat Plain. Encountering stiff resistance, 
Alexander then moved 7th Armoured and 4th Indian Divisions 
from 8th Army to 9th Corps to prepare for the final break
through. 

US 2nd Corps successfully broke through in the north to 
threaten Mateur, while farther south, fighting with renewed 
vigour, the Allies captured Djebel Bou Aoukaz on ~ay 5. 
Supported by heavy bombing, 6th and 7th Armoured DlVlslOns 
advanced on Tunis, which fell on May 7 (map 4). US 2nd Corps 
took Bizerta the same day. 6th Armoured Division then made 
a decisive drive from Hammam Lif on May 8 to Hammamet, 
at the heart of the Axis final defences. Axis resistance had 
virtually ceased by May 11 and on May 13 Messe surrendered. 
More than 250,000 prisoners were taken. 
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Above: (1) Wadi Akarit, also known as the Battle of Gabes, April 5-6, 1943. The successful 
advance made by 4th Indian Division and the advance of 51st Highland Division offered a 
chance to eliminate the southernmost of the Axis armies defending Tunis. Once again the 
potential advantage was not followed through and many of those involved felt a deep sense of 
frustration. 
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Above: (2) Axis thrusts towards Sidi Nsir and 
Hunt's Gap at the end of February and in the 
first days of March 1943. 

Left: (3) The Allied attack on Fondouk, which 
took the town of Kairouan in early April 
1943. 



Above: Sherman tank of 1st Army, immaculately turned out, in contrast to the Shermans of 8th Army, whose camouflage and casual appearance 
betrayed their hard slog through Libya. 

Below: (4) The lastfew days of April saw a major offensive by the Allies against Axis strongpoints that barred their way. They were halted by 
determined resistance until help came from 8th Army units sent north by agreement between Montgomery and Alexander. 
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The War in Italy 
American strategy preferred to concentrate on an assault on 
the coast of France but since this was not possible in 1943 the 
Americans were persuaded by the British to attack from North 
Africa through Sicily to Italy. The Axis had been deceived into 
expecting only a feint at Sicily with a major attack in Sardinia, 
from which they believed the Allies would attack northern Italy 
from the Gulf of Genoa. 

The landings on Sicily began on July 10, 1943, and, thanks 
mainly to the poor state of Italian morale, went largely 
unopposed. The Italian Badoglio Government made overtures 
to the Allies on July 28 but these were at first ill-received 
because of the American determination to enforce uncondi
tional surrender. The chaos that eventually resulted from the 
Italian surrender enabled the Germans to take control of the 
situation and strongly resist the Allies in Italy. 

Despite criticisms of the Italian campaign, it served several 
purposes and for a time was the largest Allied campaign being 
waged in Europe. It tied down many German divisions and 
thereby deprived Hitler' s Russian front of vital reinforcements. 
It also enabled the Allies to encourage partisan movements in 
the Balkans and Yugoslavia. Unfortunately, the campaign was 
hindered by having to take second place to preparations for the 
Normandy landings in 1944. 

TYRRHENIAN SEA 

The Landings in Sicily and Southern Italy 
This great amphibious operation (8 divisions compared to 5 in 
Normandy) was preceded by aerial bombardment of Pantel
leria, Sicily, Sardinia and southern Italy. Operation Husky 
began on July 10, 1944 (map 1). US 7,th Army under Patton 
landed in the Gulf of Gela while Montgomery's 8th Army 
landed in the Gulf of Syracuse. The Italians were largely taken 
by surprise but German divisions counter-attacked on July 
11-12. Patton worked his way round the western end of Sicily, 
while Montgomery worked up the east coast. It was Patton 
who won the race to Messina, on August 17, but by then more 
than 100,000 Axis soldiers had escaped to the mainland, with 
most of their equipment and weapons. 

The Allies planned thliee assaults on the mainland (map 2) . 
Bay town carried the main weight of 8th Army across the Straits 
of Messina on September 3, the same day on which the 
Armistice with Italy was signed (map 4). Slapstick bore further 
8th Army units to Taranto on September 9. On the same day, 
Avalanche landed General Mark Clark's US 5th Army at 
Salerno (map 3). But here the Germans were ready and heavy 
counter-attacks almost dislodged the Americans. It was not 
until September 18 that they managed to consolidate their 
beach-head. The Germans withdrew towards the Gustav Line. 
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Above: Montgomery and Patton, in command 
of British 8th Army and US 7th Army 
respectively in the assault on Sicily. They 
became unofficial rivals in the race to seize 
Messina in the north-east corner of the 
island. 

Left: (1) Operation Husky, the invasion of 
Sicily, July 10, 1943. I{was originally 
intended that 8th Army should be the 'sword' 
to cut through to Messina while 7th Army 
warded off German attacks. But Montgomery 
ran into much greater opposition than he had 
expected and it was Patton who achieved a 
classic armoured thrust across the island and 
reached Messinafirst on August 17. 

Right: (4) Kesselring was eventually forced to 
withdraw from Salerno in the face of 
reinforcements for Clark's beleaguered army 
and the threat posed by 8th Army to the south 
and east. 
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Above: (2) The plan for the three-pronged 
thrust at the Italian mainland. Bay town and 
Slapstick met little resistance butKesselring 
was ready for Avalanche. 

Left: (3) The near-disastrous landings at 
Salerno on September 9. Mark Clark's US 
5th Army had not reckoned on Kesselring's 
lightning redeployment of his troops and the 
stubborn German resistance. 
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Kesselring Stands at the Gustav Line 
Hitler originally favoured Rommel's plan, to make a stand in the northern Apennines 
with Army Group B (map 1) but in late November, 1943, Rommel was moved to 
France and Kesselring took command of the whole Italian theatre. His brilliantly 
flexible tactics forced the Allied advance to a miserable crawl. 

Having reached Naples on October 2, the Allies halted on the Volturna-Termoli 
line. Mark Clark's 5th Army advanced on October 12 and the next day started the 
painful crossing of the Volturna, swollen by autumn rains, its bridges destroyed by 
the retreating Germans (map 2) . Progress beyond the river was no faster, in the 
roadless, rain-sodden mountains. To the east, Montgomery's 8th Army advanced on 
October 22 and forced the Trigno. Meanwhile Kesselring was strengthening the 
Gustav Line (10 miles wide in places), which ran behind the Garigliano and Rapido 
in the west and behind the Sangro in the east. This line was held by Vietinghoff's X 
Army. On November 15, Alexander halted the Allied advance to rest and regroup. 

Clark' s 5th Army faced the strongest part of the line, the mountains and Monte 
Cassino. He resumed his offensive on November 20 but ran into stiff resistance, snow, 
ice and tough terrain. By the end of the year, he was still five miles south of the 
Rapido. In the east, Montgomery forced a crossing of the Sangro, broke through the 
Gustav Line and reached Ortona on December 27. He was replaced by Leese and 
sent to join Eisenhower to prepare for the offensive in the west. 

Above: (1) K esselring and Rommel disagreed 
on where to make a stand. 

Left: Sherman of British 7th Armoured 
Division reaches the north bank of the River 
Volturna. 

Opposite: (2) Autumn 1943, the Allied 
advance to the Gustav Line. 

Below left: The German X Army stopped the 
AUies again and again. 

Below: Kesselring performed a brilliant 
defence. 
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Above left: (1) By the end of December 1943, 
the Allies were halted in front of the Gustav 
Line. 

Above right: (2) In January 1944, Clark and 
Alexander prepared for a frontal assault on 
the Cassino sector in combination with a 
seaborne hook to sever the German rear. 
Anzio was intended to be a short cut to Rome. 

Left: (3) The assault on the Gustav Line and 
Monte Cassino began in mid-January. Initial 
advances made by the French to the east and 
the British to the west were brought to a halt, 
while US 2nd Corps came to a disastrous stop 
against the German defences in the centre . 

Below: French Goums under Juin crossed the 
Rapido and struck into the mountains north 
of Cassino at the opening of the January 
offensive. 



Right: US 5th Army bombardment smashes 
the heights above the fast-disappearing town 
of Cassino but fails to dislodge the stubborn 
defenders. The heights controlled the avenues 
of attack. 

Below: (4) March 15,1944. The attack on 
Monte Cassino by 2nd New Zealond Division 
and 4th Indian Division was also halted. 

Bottom: The frontal assaults on Cassino at 
first made only slow and bitter progress 
against determined German opposition. 

Colle 
SanfAngelo 

..- Allied attacks 

4th IND DIY 

~ German counterattacks. night of March 18/19 

o Mile 
I I 

o Kms 

NZ 2nd DIY Stalemate at Monte Cassino 
After their successful landings in southern Italy in September 
1943, the Allies (and, in particular, Winston Churchill) had 
hoped to be in Rome by Christmas, but they were still behind 
the Gustav Line at the beginning of January 1944 (map I). 
Alexander planned to break the western end of the Gustav 
Line by launching a frontal attack across the Rapido and 
Garigliano. At the same time he sought to distract German 
attention by an amphibious assault at Anzio (see page 72) , to 
cut off German lines of communication and to prise the 
Germans loose from their defensive line (map 2). Had he been 
equipped with more landing craft (which were being assembled 
for the landings in France), he might have concentrated his 
main blow at Anzio. As it was, he seemed indecisive, and the 
Allies were blocked on both fronts . 

The land battle for the Gustav Line began on January 17 
(map 3) . On the right, the French Expeditionary Corps crossed 
the Rapido and swung south to outflank Cassino. On the left, 
British 10th Corps secured a bridgehead across the Garigliano. 
But in the centre, US 2nd Corps came to a stop before the 
defences of Monte Cassino itself and the whole emphasis of the 
battle shifted to this point. Stalemate quickly developed (as it 
was doing at the Anzio beach-head). Ignoring German assur
ances that they were not using the Benedictine monastery of 
Monte Cassino as a fortress vantage point, the Allies bombed 
it into rubble, making an even better fortress of it. The bombing 
was followed by an unsuccessful attack by the New Zealand 
Corps between February 15 and 18. 

On March 15, after another heavy barrage, yet another 
frontal assault was made by 2nd New Zealand Division and 4th 
Indian Division (map 4). This achieved some small success but 
was eventually frustrated in its attempts to encircle Cassino. 
By March 22, Alexander had at last decided to halt the frontal 
attacks on the German defences and began to look for other 
ways to break the staremate. 
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The Fall of Monte Cassino 
Alexander halted his unavailing frontal assaults and regrouped 
his forces after the-failure of the attack in late M(!rch by the 
New Zealand and Indian Divisions. He opened his final 
offensive against Monte Cassino and the Gustav Line on May 
11 , 1944 (see map). This was launched on a 20-mile front from 
the sea to a point east of Monte Cassino, with US 2nd Corps 
on the left, the French to their right, the Canadians in the 
centre and the British and Poles on the right of the line ready 
to outflank the monastery. 

The French Expeditionary Corps took Monte Faito on May 
12 but the Poles were held at Colle Sant' Angelo in the Heights 
above Cassino. On May 13, the French advanced to Monte 
Maio and Castelforte and prepared to strike across the Monti 
Aurunci and to head for Rome. US 2nd Corps was held up at 
Santa Maria Infante but took the village on May 13 . At the 
same time, the British widened their bridgehead across the 
Rapido. 
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By May 17, Kesselring realized that his position was already 
hopeless and he ordered a withdrawal. It fell to the Poles to 
seize the honour of capturing the shattered ruins of Monte 
Cassino on May 18. Shortly afterwards, Canadian 1st Corps 
reached Pontecorvo on the Adolf Hitler Line. The break
through was complete after five months of frustrating logger
head. 

Recently reinforced from the sea, 6th Corps broke out of its 
beach-head at Anzio on May 23 . Two days later, the first units 
of US 2nd Corps made contact with 6th Corps and together 
they turned their attention towards Rome. It was paradoxical 
that the Cassino front had eventually come to the relief of the 
Anzio beach-head, since Alexander' s original intention had 
been that it was the Anzio beach-head that should have relieved 
the pressure on the Cassino front. The Allies had paid a heavy 
price for their obsession with Monte Cassino. It was hardly 
surprising that now they wanted the propaganda victory of 
taking Rome. 

Above: Throughout the battle for Cassino, the 
Allies came up against unexpectedly strong 
German resistance, even in the bombed-out 
ruins of the town. 

Left: German propaganda in the form of 
leaflets dropped to Allied troops held up before 
Cassino. the mountains and valleys of 'Sunny 
Italy' wait to gobble up luckless British and 
American soldiers. The mountains took a 
heavy toU of Frenchmen, Canadians, 
Gurkhas and New Zealanders. 
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Above: There was a lull of more than six weeks, after the failure in 
March to take Monte Cassino by storm, before the Allies were once 
more ready to launch an offensive. The attack on May 11 opened up 
along the whole 20·mile front. Although atfirst it made slow progress 
on both flanks, there was a .decisive breakthrough by the French in the 

centre. By May 17, they had advanced 25 miles behind the German 
forward positions and threatened to cut off the German lines of 
communication. It was at this point that Kesselring was forced to order 
a retreat and the following day the Poles captured Monte Cassino. 
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The Anzio Beach-head 
The Anzio landings were meant to be part of the double attack 
that would break the Gustav Line in January 1944. They failed 
dismally. 'I had hoped that we would be hurling a wildcat 
ashore,' complained Churchill, 'but all we got was a stranded 
whale.' 

Operation Shingle began on January 22 with every appear
ance of success (see map). US 6th Corps under Major-General 
Lucas began landing without opposition. Most troops were 
ashore within the next two days and a beach-head seven miles 
deep had been achieved, preparatory to an advance into the 
Alban Hills to cut German communications between Rome 
and Cassino. Then Lucas failed to move. Remembering the 
failure to establish a beach-head properly at Salerno, he dug in 
to wait for his tanks and heavy artillery. General Clark, in 
command of 5th Army, agreed with Lucas's decision. 

Kesselring immediately improvised XIV Army under Mack
ensen, which quickly pinned 6th Corps to its beach-head. The 
Germans launched their counter-attack on February 16 and, 
although they were halted within a few days, they drove in the 
outlying units. Lucas was replaced by Truscott on February 23 
and both sides settled down to a siege that lasted three grim 
months, during which the narrow beach-head was under 
continuous fire. Heavy casualties were suffered before 
reinforcements arrived in May and 6th Corps was able to break 
out to link with US 2nd Corps . 

Below: German propaganda leaflet which capitalized on the Anzio 
setback. 
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Above: Operation Shingle and the German counter-attack, January
February 1944. 

Right: German 
remote-controlled 
Goliath demolition 
charge, used 
without great 
success against the 
Anzio beach-head. 
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Above: As 5th and 8th Armies advance beyond the Gustav Line, Cklrk ignores the opportunity to encircle the German X Army and turns north to 
reach Rome as quickly as possible. He entered the Italian capital 12 days after the breakoutfrom Anzio. 

The Race to Rome 
After breaking out of the Anzio beach-head and finally breaching the Gustav Line, 
Mark Clark' s US 5th Army could possibly have cut off the German X Army, 
commanded by Vietinghoff, if Clark had immediately swung eastwards. He did not 
do so, because he was more interested in the apparent glory of reaching Rome than 
in destroying the German army. Rome had little strategic value but, in the eyes of 
Clark and many others, enormous propaganda value. It was, after all, one of the Axis 
capitals and a symbol of what the Allies were fighting against, even if the Italians 
were no longer active. 

The break-out from Anzio on May 23 took US 6th Corps to Cisterna on May 25 
and on the same day elements of the US 6th and 2nd Corps met farther south on 
Highway 7 (see map) . It was four months later than they were originally meant to 
have met. Having reached Cisterna, Clark then swung north towards Rome. Moving 
with their customary speed, the Germans were able to stall his advance and to dig in 
around Valmonte on the Caesar Line. It was not until the bulk of 5th and 8th Armies 
caught up that the Allies were able to break through the defences at Valmonte on 
May 30-31. 

The delay had given Kesselring time to extricate X and XIV Armies intact from 
their perilous situation. Three days later he received Hitler' s authorization to 
withdraw from Rome. The first Allied troops entered Rome on June 4, fulfilling 
Clark' s ambition just two days before the Normandy landings. 'We had won the race 
to Rome by only two days,' said Clark later. 'Even while I stood there , Ike' s army was 
embarking for Normandy.' It was a costly piece of propaganda, for Kesselring was 
now able to continue his delaying tactics on the Gothic Line, to which he carefully 
withdrew. On the other hand, the fall of the first Axis capital just before the 
Normandy landings did have great value for morale and the Allied spring offensive 
in Italy had undoubtedly succeeded in tying down German formations that might 
otherwise have been used on the Russian and western fronts. 

Below: US armour passes the Colosseum as 
thefirst Axis capital falls to the Allies, June 
4,1944. 
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Breaking the Gothic Line 
Having forfeited one chance to destroy the German forces 
before entering Rome on June 4, US 5th Army forfeited a 
second chance by not immediately following on the heels of 
XIV Army, which was virtually in flight after the fall of Rome. 
Although Clark paused only briefly to set up defensive positions 
north and north-east of Rome, it was time enough to let the 
Germans slip away again to regroup. 

The Allies showed a remarkable inability to take advantage 
of sudden opportunities. They seemed to prefer to stick to fixed 
plans and to rely on sheer force and a massive superiority in 
armour. Unfortunately, the awkward Italian terrain demanded 
greater flexibility and more imaginative use of infantry. The 
Germans were repeatedly able to hold the Allies with cleverly 
planned defensive lines. One other aspect hampered the Allies : 
although they enjoyed air superiority, their troops and the 
landing craft necessary for amphibious assaults along the coast 
were whittled down to mount the invasion of southern France 
(Operation Anvil, see page 126), while at the same time the 
Germans were bolstered by reinforcements from northern 
Europe, Germany and the Balkans. 

During June and July, the Allies slogged their way up the 
Peninsula, penetrating the Albert Line and reaching the Arno 
at the end of July and beginning of August 1944 (map I) . Pis a 
was reached on July 23. Florence was entered on August 4. 
Meanwhile the Germans had managed to withdraw behind the 
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Left: (1) The Germansfought an imaginative 
withdrawalfrom Rome to the Gothic Line, 
capitalizing on the limitations of the rigid 
advance on a broad front by the Allied 
armour. The hard slog up the Italian 
Peninsula was more difficult than many critics 
have imagined and, with the interest now in 
the Allied Front in France, 5th and 8th 
Armies inevitably felt less enthusiasm than a 
year before. It took two months of soul
destroyingfighting against a determined 
enemy to work their way up to the River Arno 
and the Gothic Line. 

Gothic Line without suffering one serious defeat, although 
their losses had been considerable both in men and materials. 

On August 25-26, 5th Army crossed the Arno to attack the 
Gothic Line but the key to the German defences was seen to 
be on the right flank, where 8th Army under Leese prepared to 
attack inland from the coast with the intention of seizing the 
commanding positions, beyond the Gothic Line, of the Gem
mano and Coriano Ridges. The attack was led by 5th Corps on 
August 30, with Canadian 1st Corps on its right (map 2). The 
Gothic Line itself proved less of an obstacle than was expected 
but beyond it the Germans resisted savagely to stop Leese' s 
armour getting through to the plains. Alongside the withering 
fire poured down by the Germans, the rains began on Septem
ber 6, and it was not until September 14, when Croce was 
taken, that the Germans were forced slowly to retire. They did 
so without giving the Allies any chance to gather momentum. 
It was another week before Rimini fell , on September 21. 

To the west, US 5th Army had battled through the Gustav 
Line and, in the first three weeks of October, made a last bid 
to break through to Bologna before all efforts were thwarted 
by winter weather. The unsuccessful advance was halted on 
October 20 and the only further advance made that winter was 
by the British, who pushed their line to the Senio on the right. 
Alexander was now succeeded by Clark as commander of 15th 
Army Group. Truscott took over 5th Army and McCreery took 
over 8th Army from Leese. Alexander became Supreme Allied 
Commander in the Mediterranean. 



Top: A British self-propelled gun climbs one 
of the interminable hiUs on the road to the 
Gothic Line. 

Top right: Morlllr fire on attacking Allied 
forces by German troops of X Army in one of 
their many defensive positions. 

Above: The wreckage of a German Mark IV 
tank which had been backed into a house to 
provide a makeshift strong point. The 
Germans relied on aflexible and imaginative 
defence. 

Above right: South Africans use a Bofors 
40-mm anti-aircraft gun to provide ground 
support for an infantry assault. 

Right: (2) The battle for the coastal gate, 
through which it was intended that the Allied 
armour should reach Rimini. Although the 
Gothic Line was breached with relative ease, 
the real battle took place over control of the 
Gemmano and Coriano Ridges, where the 
AUies were held up for nearly two weeks. This 
area saw some of the most savage fighting of 
the Italian campaign. 
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Above: (1) The Allied advance to the Alps in April, and the first week of 
May, 194$. This was the last offensive of the protracted and 
exhausting campaign, which concluded with the first well-planned and 
well-executed Allied atUlck. 

Victory in Italy 
After their failure to break through to Bologna at the end of 
1944, the Allies began to retrain and re-equip themselves in 
preparation for a more carefully planned offensive in the spring 
of 1945. Kesselring was moved to the western front and 
Vietinghoff took over command of Army Group C. Hitler 
having refused him permission to withdraw behind the Po, he 
was busily occupied in strengthening the defences along his 
front. 

With Alexander's support, Clark proposed a powerful double 
blow at the Axis defences (maps I and 2). McCreery's 8th 
Army would move forward first on the right and make its way 
through the Argenta Gap towards Ferrara. A few days later, 
Truscott's 5th Army would make their strike on the left against 
Bologna. This brief time-lapse between the two attacks would 
enable the overwhelming Allied air superiority to be used to 
best advantage, first in full support of the right and then in full 
support of the left. 

On April 9, 1945, 8th Army began its assault, accompanied 
by heavy air and artillery strikes (map 2) . It seemed that 
German X Army, commanded by Herr, was going to hold this 
attack, until X Army was disrupted by an amphibious assault 
across Lake Comacchio that threatened to envelop its left flank. 
Herr was forced to pull back and 8th Army moved forward 
through the Argenta Gap, south-east of Ferrara, and into the 
valley of the Po . 

On April 14, again preceded by heavy air and artillery 
bombardment, 5th Army began their advance on the Allied 
left (map 2). Breaking into the Po valley by April 20, 5th Army 
occupied Bologna on April 21 . Vietinghoff threw in his last 
reserves in an attempt to hold 5th Army but failed to do so. He 
was forced to make a hasty withdrawal. Although most of his 
forces managed to cross the Po safely, they had to abandon 
almost all their heavy equipment, weapons and armour. On the 
left, US 10th Mountain Division reached the Po on April 22 
and, on the right, 8th Indian Division reached the river on 
April 23. 

Without delay this time, both 5th and 8th Armies continued 
their advance north and west, towards Austria and France 
(map I) . Behind the retreating German lines, partisans captured 
Mussolini, who was trying to escape to Germany. They killed 
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Above: General Mark L1ark in Rome, June 1944. The city was not of 
strategic value. There were still ten more months of weary fighting 
before the Germans werefinally defeated in Italy. 

Above: A GI of us 88th Division in the attack on Vicenza. The Allies 
fanned out after crossing the Po, expecting a last ditch stand by the 
Germans in the mountains. 

Above: British troops pick their way through the ruins of Argenta. Once 
through the Argenta Gap, the Allies moved on to the Po valley and 
Ferrara. 



him on April 28 but by that time his death was a matter of little 
importance to the outcome of the war. The following day, 
Vietinghoff agreed to unconditional surrender of the German 
troops in Italy. The surrender came into force on May 2. In 
that same first week of May, the Allies moved up into the 
Brenner Pass and made contact with units of 7th Army 

advancing from the north-west. At the same time, contact was 
made in the west with French troops. The victory in Ita'ly was 
complete. Both Hitler and the Allies believed that the campaign 
had been an important drain on the other's resources. Whatever 
the merits of the case, it was clear that Mussolini's involvement 
in the war had been a disaster for his country. 
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Above: (2) There was stalemate in the winter of 1944-45 but by spring 1945 the Allies were ready for their final offensive. The keys to their advance 
were the Argenta Gap and Bologna. 
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The Russian Front 
Hitler's real ambitions for Lebensraum lay to the east, across 
the Carpathians, in the black soil of eastern Europe and 
southern Russia. He had been planning for the move since the 
late summer of 1940 and by the summer of 1941 he had amassed 
nearly three million men on Russia's western borders in 
preparation for the launching of Operation Barbarossa. 

Stalin, too, had nearly three million at the front , with at least 
another million in immediate reserve and untold millions to 
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draw on as the war progressed. Right from the beginning, 
Hitler miscalculated the greatest Russian strength of all, sheer 
'manpower, just as he ignored the lessons of history that should 
have taught him not to get caught by a Russian winter. But the 
Russians were weak at the outset of the war. Their forces were 
too far forward and too spread out to withstand a Blitzkrieg 
attack. Their equipment was not yet comparable in quality to 
that of the Germans. Their morale was low after Stalin's purges 
of the Soviet Officer Corps in 1937 and after their poor showing 
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in the winter campaign against Finland of 1939-40. 
Hitler's plan for Barbarossa was to make the major strikes 

against Leningrad and Moscow, north of the Pripet Marshes. 
A third strike, south of the marshes, was to reach Kiev through 
the Ukraine. Von Leeb commanded Army Group North and 
Leningrad was his target. Although his Panzer strength was 
less than that of the other two Army Groups, the enemy were 
badly placed to withstand the shock of his Blitzkrieg attack. 
Von Bock had the greatest number of Panzer formations and 
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responsibility for capturing Smolensk and opening the road to 
Moscow. He was provided with a perfect opportunity for a 
pincer movement with his Army Group Centre against the 
Soviet Bialystock salient in Belorussia. Von Rundstedt's Army 
Group South was to act in co-operation with the southern wing 
of Army Group Centre as required but also to make the 
approach to Kiev. The scene was set, from the Baltic to the 
Black Sea. Hitler was ready to march in the footsteps of 
Napoleon. 
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Barbarossa: Centre and South 
Hitler invaded Russia on June 22, 1941, the 129th anniversary 
of Napoleon' s crossing of the Niemen on a similar campaign. 
It was also the first anniversary of the signature of the French 
Armistice in the Forest of Compiegne. The attack achieved 
complete tactical surprise and the Chief of Army General Staff, 
Halder, believed that the Russian campaign would be finished 
within eight or ten weeks. Hitler had earlier suggested four 
months. 

All three Army Groups attacked simultaneously along a 
2,000 mile front . The advance in the north and centre was at 
once .rapid but in the south, after an initial breakthrough, I 
Panzergroup encountered a determined counter-attack before 
reaching the outskirts of Kiev. Bock' s Army Group Centre 
successfully pinched the Bialystock salient and sealed off the 
Soviet forces into containable pockets by the end of June (map 
4) . II and III Panzergroups met to the west of Minsk on June 
29 and by July 9 had put an end to Soviet resistance in the 
Minsk pocket, taking nearly 300,000 prisoners, 2,500 tanks and 
1,400 guns. They moved on immediately towards Smolensk 
(map 5). Panzers had crossed the Dniepr on July 10-11 and 
had broken through to Smolensk by July 16 but Soviet counter
attacks kept the trap from being completely shut. 

In the south, despite fierce resistance from the directions of 
Korosten and Kazatin , Rundstedt had advanced to within 10 
miles of Kiev by July 11 (map 6). As he prepared a pincer 
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movement to cut off the Uman pocket and as Guderian 
prepared to complete the destruction of the Soviet forces at 
Smolensk, Hitler suddenly stepped in with a change of plan 
that in the long term proved fatal. Anxious to secure control of 
the raw materials and agricultural produce of the Ukraine and 
to reach the Crimea, Hitler disregarded Guderian' s objections 
and stopped the eastward drive towards Moscow, ordering that 
the weaker flanks of the long front should be supported before 
the advance in the centre continued. II Panzergroup and II 
Army were ordered to turn south to support Rundstedt. 

Guderian struck first at Roslavl, on August 3, to break up 
concentrations of the Soviet forces (map 7). By August 7, 
Soviet resistance in the Smolensk pocket had ended and on the 
same day Rumanian forces began the 73-day siege of Odessa 
(map 6) . Two days earlier Rundstedt had completed his pincer 
grip on Uman by bringing together his forces at Pervomaisk 
(map 6). Russian resistance in the Uman pocket ended on 
August 8. On August 23, Guderian moved south through 
Gomel and Starodub (map 7), brushing aside belated Russian 
counter-attacks. Rundstedt crossed the Dniepr at the end of 
August and began moving north from Kremenchug and Cher
kassy on September 12. The German forces met at Lokhvitsa 
on September 15, closing the trap on four Soviet armies in the 
Kiev pocket. Kiev itself fell on September 19 and Budenny's 
Southwest Group seemed shattered. 
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Evolution of the plan to conquer Soviet Russia. 
Above left: (1) The Marcks Plan, August 5, 1940. The main drives 
were to be in the north through Belorussia and in the south towards 
Kiev. Flanking attacks along the Baltic and Black Sea were seen as 
subsidiary. 

Above right: (2) The Halder Variant, December 5, 1940, added a third 
major thrust, to Leningrad. The Moscow drive was strengthened at the 
expense of the southern drive to Kiev. The 'final line' was to reach from 
Archangel to the Volga. 

Left: (3) Hitler's Variant (Barbarossa) , December 18, 1940. The 
emphasis shifted north. Leningrad became the prime target, with 
Moscow to follow. The southern operation was atfirst intended only to 
occupy the western Ukraine. It was important to all three variants that 
the Soviet forces should be destroyed along the front before they could 
withdraw into the interior. 
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Above: (4) Army Group Centre devours the Bialystock salient, clears 
Belorussia, and quickly encompasses the Minsk pocket. 

Below: (6) Army Group South met stiff resistance before reaching 
Zhitomir but then moved on towards Kiev and to surround Uman. In 
the extreme south, the long siege of Odes sa began. 
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Above: (5) Army Group Centre moved on swiftly from Minsk towards 
Smolensk but was then ordered by Hitler to stop until the ring had been 
completely closed on Smolensk. 

Below centre: (7) Ordered to move south, Guderian joined up with 
Rundstedt's Army Group South at Lokhvitsa, completely surrounding 
the Kiev Pocket. 
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Above: (8) The eastern front by the end of 
September 1941, well to the east of the Stalin 
defence line. In the north, the Germans had 
begun bombarding Leningrad and Barbarossa 
seemed on the way to triumph. But the Soviets 
were not yet eliminated and winter was setting 
in. 
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Above: Field Marshal von Leeb, commander 
of Army Group North during the Barbarossa 
offensive of 1941 . 

__ Line dividing operations of Army 

Below: (2) Having set his heart on the capture 
of Leningrad, Hitler decided to leave it 
encircled by Army Group North, to be starved 
into submission, while his main forces were 
concentrated farther south. He never 
imagined (nor did anyone else) that the 
besieged city would hold out for 900 days 
untilfinally relieved. 

Group North and Army Group Centre 

~ Soviet forces 

Miles • Soviet pocket 
r 

100 
r _ Leningrad defence line Sept 1. 1941 

Above: (1) Barbarossa and Army Group 
North,from June to September 1941. Army 
Group North achieved a remarkable advance 
over great distances in a short time, only to be 
slowed down when almost within reach of its 
objective andfinally brought to a halt outside 
the walls of Leningrad. 
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Barbarossa in the North 
Leeb's Army Group North advanced farther than the two 
other army groups in a shorter time and with less armour. The 
assault began simultaneously on June 22 and Army Group 
North had crossed the Dvina by the end of the month (map 1). 
Ostrov was reached by July 4 and the Luga River by July 14. 
By July 20, the commander of XLI Panzer Corps felt ready for 
the final thrust towards Leningrad but at this stage the advance 
was slowed down. There was a sense of caution among the 
army commanders and a feeling of exhaustion among the 
troops. Soviet resistance was hardening and the emphasis was 
being switched to the right flank to assist the thrust of Army 
Group Centre. Novgorod was finally reached on August 16 and 
the Volkhov River was crossed. Having destroyed the Soviet 
forces caught in the Luga pocket in the first two weeks of 
September, Army Group North then completed the encircle
ment of Leningrad. 
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The Germans decided not to assault the city but to besiege 
it and starve it into surrender. Their bombardment began on 
September I. Since there was only enough food in the city to 
last for about a month, thousands of people had already died 
by the end of November. The supply route from Tikhvin was 
cut off when the Germans took the town on November 9 (map 
2) and it was not until December 6 that a new lifeline was 
completed farther north. The final stage for provisions going 
into Leningrad was by barge or across the ' ice road' . 

On December 9, the Russians recaptured Tikhvin during 
their great winter offensive. They pushed the Germans back 
behind the Volkhov but could not relieve the city. The 
provisions that got through were insufficient. On Christmas 
Day, 1941, it was estimated that 3,700 people died of starvation 
in Leningrad. Those who survived endured a siege of 900 days 
in one of the most tragic episodes of Russian history . 



Above: General Dietl (left) commander of the 
crack German ski troops, confers with 
Finland's Marshal Mannerheim. The 
Germansfailed in their main objective, which 
was Murmansk. Mannerheim achieved what 
he wanted, which was to regain his pre-1939 
frontiers, but failed to live up to the 
expectations of the Germans, who had looked 
on him as an integral part of the Russian 
offensive. 

Right: The Soviet-Finnish battle front, June 
to December, 1941. Had the Finns been 
prepared to go beyond their original frontiers, 
Germany might have had greater success in 
the north and might have reasonably expected 
to capture Leningrad. Yet the Soviet defence 
was much stronger in places than had been 
anticipated and Hitler was already turning his 
attention again to Moscow and the south; to 
the Ukraine, where he saw richer economic 
rewards. 

Finland Recovers Lost Ground 

Hitler had one ready ally in Finland, 
which had suffered defeat at the hands 
of the Russians in the winter of 1939- 40. 
A co-ordinated effort between Dietl's 
German troops in northern Norway, 
Mannerheim's Finnish Army and Leeb' s 
Army Group North was an integral part 
of the Barbarossa plan. 

Dietl's force advanced on Murmansk 
on June 29, 1941, but was halted on the 
Litsa river (see map). The German
Finnish advance in the centre also 
ground to a halt. Farther south, Man
nerheim~ Karelian Army, which had 
inflicted severe losses on the Soviets in 
the 1939-40 campaign, invaded Russia 
on July 10. The Finns reached the north
ern shores of Lake Ladoga on July 16 
but the Russians managed to withdraw 
their threatened forces by water and the 
Finnish advance stopped near the 1939 
border on September 1, 1941. 

In the first week in August, Manner
heim prepared to recover the Karelian 
isthmus. He reached Vuosalmi a week 
later but failed to cut off the Russian 
forces as they withdrew from Viipuri. By 
September, the Finns had again reached 
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the pre-1939 frontier defences of Lenin
grad. Just when it seemed that Leningrad 
was going to be caught tightJy between 
the Finns and Army Group North, Man
nerheim showed reluctance to be drawn 
beyond his original borders or to become 
further involved in the invasion of Rus
sian territory. 

Mannerheim did capture Petroza-

- - --- Russo - Finnish boundary, 1939 

vodsk, north of Lake Ladoga, before 
Russian resistance became too stiff and 
the southern front stabilized by the end 
of October. Once Medvezhegorsk had 
been taken on December 6, Mannerheim 
went on the defensive. His reluctance to 
move beyond his own frontiers gave 
Leningrad the breathing space it needed 
to survive. 
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The Battle for Moscow 
In late September 1941, Hitler turned his attention to Moscow 
once again. His resources were now more thinly stretched and 
his troops were ill-equipped for approaching winter. It was 
necessary to capture Moscow quickly. Guderian's Panzergroup 
advanced on September 30 towards Orel. The attacks farther 
north began two days later. Soviet pockets west of Vyazma and 
Bryansk were sealed off by October 7 but the next day the 
heavy autumn rains began and the mobile German units in the 
van were steadily strangled. Resistance ended in the Vyazma 
pocket on October 14 and in the Bryansk pocket on October 
20. 

The problems of mud and overstretched supply lines and 
increasing Soviet resistance halted the offensive at the end of 

Opposite page: Operation Typhoon, the 
German advance on the Soviet capital. The 
offensive opened with the encirclement of 
nearly three-quarters of a million men in the 
Vyazma and Bryansk pockets but, by the time 
the Germans approached Moscow, Zhukov 
had prepared his defences and had shrewdly 
assessed the Wehrmacht's limitations. 

Right: A group of Soviet soldiers is trapped in 
the open by a German patrol. 

Below: Fresh troops parade in Red Square in 
late November 1941, preparing for the defence 
of Moscow. ~'~ ,. - .~ 

.,.... , ;J. 

October some way short of Moscow. Snow and ice followed the 
rain and the hardened roads gave the chance for a final 
offensive on November 15. Marshal Zhukov was now in 
command of the central Soviet forces barring the way to 
Moscow. By November 27, units of III Panzergroup had fought 
through to t~e Volga canal, within 19 miles of the northern 
outskirts of the city, and German patrols had even reached the 
suburbs. On November 25, units of 11 Panzer Army reached 
Kashira . 

Both advances were then halted by the Russians. Unable to 
receive support or to make further headway, both forces were 
withdrawn on December 5, with Hitler' s unwilling agreement 
and only after obstinate argument. The Germans prepared to 
retreat upon safer defensive positions for the winter. The 
following day, the Soviet counter-offensive began. 

'1 
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The Moscow Counterblow 
The Soviet Army suffered losses that ran into millions of men, 
as well as 15-20,000 tanks and 20-30,000 guns, during the 
German offensive up to the end of November 1941. By most 
estimates, the Soviet war machine should have been shattered 
beyond recovery but, by . an enormous drive of energy and 
determination, more troops were brought forward , more arms 
and equipment were made ready and, on December 6, the day 
after the Germans began to pull back to defensive positions for 
the winter, the Soviet Army counter-attacked. They took the 
Germans by surprise, not only in their timing but also in their 
apparently inexhaustible supply of men and arms. 

The main thrusts of the counterblow were to cut off the 
German salients at Klin, north of Moscow, and at Stalinogorsk, 
south of Moscow (map 2). Kalinin was retaken on December 
15 and Kaluga shortly afterwards. German resistance was 
courageous but the troops were weary and shocked by the scale 
of the attacks. By January I, 1942, the northern salient had 
been straightened out and the southern salient reversed . 

Encouraged by this success, Stalin decided to expand his 
offensive, against the advice of Zhukov and other commanders 
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who maintained that if the objectives were widened then the 
central .counter-offensive would be weakened. They also 
pointed out that the strain on Soviet resources was already 
immense. Stalin would not listen to them. On December 17-18 
an assault had already begun against Army Group North. On 
January 5, 1942, he decided on an all-out offensive along the 
entire front (map 1). 

One of the main objectives of this wider thrust was to try to 
pinch out the Germans in the centre. As 4th Shock Army in 
the north headed south towards Vitebsk and Smoiensk, to cut 
off the German supply lines, so the Bryansk Front forced its 
way west to cut off IV Army. There was fierce fighting within 
the German salient between Rzhev and Vyazma. The Soviet 
offensive slowed down and Russian energy was dissipated. 
Despite further small advances during the early months of 
1942, the Soviet forces could not thrust their way any further 
through stiffening German resistance. The offensive was fin
ished by the end of March. By early April both sides had once 
again become bogged down in the mud, as the spring thaw 
began. 

Above: A serious heart-attack 
enabled von Brauchitsch to resign 
as Commander-in-Chief on the 
grounds of ill-health on December 
7, when the success of the Soviet 
offensive became clear. Within the 
next three weeks, 35 army, corps 
and divisional generals had joined 
their commander-in-chief in 
disgrace. 

Above: Exhausted German soldiers. These men at least 
have camouflage capes. But they also have the steel
shod jackboots that caused so many cases of frostbite in 
the ranks of the Wehrmacht. 

Limit of German and Finnish advance Dec. 5, 1941 

Reoccupied by Russian forces December 6, 1941 
to end of A pri l 1942 

Above: (1) The Russian Front, from 
December 1941 to April 1942, showing the 
achievements of the Soviet counter-offensive. 
Stalin extended the initial thrust in the centre 
to an offensive along the whole front, from 
the Crimea and Rostov in the south to 
Leningrad in the north. Both sides were 
stretched to their limits by the bitter winter 
campaign. 
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Below: Soviet soldiers advance under cover of their 
tanks . Stalin's insistence on a wide front meant that 
Russian tanks had to be spread more thinly than they 
should have been to guarantee success. 
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Above: (2) The Soviet offensive,Jrom the 
Kalinin to the Bryansk Fronts. The Russians 
were over-stretched by their initial success 
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Right: Stalin with Voroshilov, the Soviet 
Commissar for War. Stalin held the supreme 
power and exerted his will over the arguments 
of his marshals, just as Hitler did. 
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The Kharkov Offensives 
After Rundstedt's victory at Kiev in September 1941 (see page 
80), Army Group South took Kharkov in late October without 
a major battle (map I). Despite increasing resistance and bad 
weather, III Panzer Corps took Rostov on November 21 but 
held it for only eight days. Soviet 37th Army launched a 
counter-offensive on the night of November 27-28 and the 
Germans abandoned the city on November 29. When Hitler 
refused to allow Runstedt to fall back on the defensible Mius 
River line, Rundstedt promptly resigned. 

The Russians now planned to recross the Donets south of 
Kharkov and to trap the German troops in Taganrog and 
Artemovsk (map 2). The offensive began on January 18, 1942 , 
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(map 3). The Russians reached the Orel river and cut the 
Kharkov-Lozovaya railway but German reinforcements 
brought a stop to the advance by early March. Units of 57th 
Army, turning south towards Krasnoarmeyskoye, were coun
tered by the Mackensen Group. 

Stalin ordered a second offensive in May but the Germans 
were already preparing to eliminate the Soviet salient south of 
Kharkov (map 4). The Soviet pincer movement on Kharkov 
began on May 12 but the Germans contained the attack and 
launched their counterblow on May 17. They had cut off the 
Barvenkovo salient by May 23 and had driven back the Soviet 
advance at Volchansk. The Soviet attempt to retake Kharkov 
was temporarily halted. 

Left: (1) Army Group 
South reaches 
K harkov and heads 
for its first defeat by 
the Soviet forces at 
Rostov, which it held 
for only eight days. 

Right: (2) The plan 
for the Soviet 
offensive south of 
Kharkov, in January 
1942. It was 
successful atfirst. SEA OF 
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Below: (4) The second stage of the Soviet offensive, in May, which was 
immediately countered by a German offensive that regained the ground 
lost in January. 
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The Siege of Sebastopol 
While the Kharkov offensives were in progress, there was hard 
fighting on the Kerch Peninsula in the Crimea (map 1). 
Manstein' s XI Army won the peninsula by the middle of May 
1942. More than 86,000 Soviet soldiers were evacuated with 
great difficulty across the strait to the Taman Peninsula but 
So iet casualties were almost double this number and many of 
their captured guns were subsequently used against Sebastopol. 

The Germans sealed off the city from the sea and preceded 
their attack by a five-day artillery and air bombardment. 
Fighting at their best in the confines of the city, the Russians 
prolonged the siege for 24 days. German LIV Corps attacked 
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the Belbeck-Kamyshly sector on June 7, while XXX Corps 
attacked along the Yalta highway. Despite initial penetration 
of the defences, the Germans were then held by fanatical 
Russian resistance. It was not until the arrival of reinforcements 
from XVII Army that the Germans broke through to North 
Bay on June 18. 

By June 23, their ammunition almost exhausted, the Russians 
withdrew to the south side of the bay. The Germans established 
a bridgehead on the southern side of the bay on the night of 
June 28-29 and broke into Sebastopol itself on June 30. The 
remaining Soviet forces were evacuated after further heavy 
losses in desperate defence of their city. 

Above: Women snipers joined the defenders of Sebastopol. 

Left: (1) The siege of Sebastopol. The inset map shows the campaign to 
clear the Crimea and the Kerch Peninsula. 

Below: (2) The Anglo·Soviet invasion of PersUl, Aug-Sept 1941. 
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The Anglo-Soviet Invasion of 
Persia 
It was the fear of a German advance in 
the south-east, through Rostov and the 
Crimea, that had led to the invasion of 
Persia in August 1941 by Russia and the 
western Allies (map 2). Syria, Iraq and 
Persia were the vital keys to the oil-fields 
of the Middle East. By June 1941, the 
Axis had been forestalled in Iraq and the 
Allies were invading Vichy Syria (see 
page 34) but when Barbarossa began on 
June 22, Persia was still highly vulnerable 
to Axis infiltration, even though Reza 
Shah had declared his neutrality. 

On August 24-25, Soviet and Allied 
forces advanced from north and south to 
secure the oil-fields near Kermanshah 
and Abadan. Token resistance of Persian 
troops ended on August 28 and the Shah 
abdicated in favour of his son. Soviet 
and Allied troops entered Teheran on 
September 17. 
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The Arctic Convoys 
By the end of the first year of the German offensive in the east, 
Russia had increasing need of the essential supplies and 
equipment which had been arriving from Britain by way of the 
Arctic convoys since August 1941 (map I). In the summer, the 
convoys headed north of Jan Mayen and Bear Islands to reach 
Archangel, keeping at the extreme range of Luftwaffe attacks 
but still vulnerable to V-boats. In the winter, there was less 
threat from V-boats but the southern limit of the ice edge 
forced the convoys nearer the Luftwaffe bases; the White Sea 
was sealed off by ice and the ships had to use the more 

o 500 
!L----L----LM~il-es-L----L---~! 

GREENLAND 

vulnerable port of Murmansk. German capital ships based in 
Norwegian fjords also threatened the convoys. Across the 
length of the Barents Sea, the convoys were out of reach of 
Allied and Russian land-based air-patrols. The weather was 
the worst in the world. 

The Germans were slow to snatch at such inviting victims, 
largely because of their lack of air reconnaissance. By the end 
of 1941, 53 loaded ships had made the voyage in seven convoys 
without loss, delivering some 750 tanks, 800 fighters, 1,400 
vehicles and more than 100,000 tons of stores from hard-pressed 
Britain. More supplies became available in December, when 
America joined the war , but by then the ice had closed in on 
Archangel for the winter and Hitler was taking greater interest 
in the Norwegian theatre . The Tirpitz and Scheer were moved 
north to Trondheim. The last convoy to reach Murmansk 
unscathed was PQ-12, in early March 1942. From then on, the 
size and urgency of the convoys increased ; so did the German 
attacks. But Britain had to convince Stalin that it was providing 
all the support it could. Despite premonitions of disaster, PQ-
17 was despatched on June 27. 

Left: A German photograph of an early Murmansk convoy. In the 
foreground, one of the destroyer escort steams at full speed, while a 
burning merchantman (centre) drops out of the convoy. Below: (I) The 
summer and winter Arctic convoy routes from Britain to Archangel and 
Murmansk, showing the dangerous passage around German
controlled Norway. 
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Left: (2) The threat of the German 
capital ships haunted Convoy PQ-
17 and distracted the attention of 
the covering force and close escort, 
though the German surface ships 
never became involved in the 
action . Once the convoy scattered, 
the merchantmen were easy prey 
for the U-boats and dive-
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bombers. Tirpitz, Scheer and 
Hipper turned back to port after 
thefirst 24 hours of the massacre. 
Three merchantmen were saved by 
the armed trawler Ayrshire, which 
escorted them north through the 
ice, where they waited for two days 
until the way was safe to proceed 
to Novaya Zemlya. Though there 
was undoubtedly confusion and 
some error in the way in which the 
convoy was directed, the Germans 
did have an overwhelmingly strong 
hand to play. 
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Convoy PQ-1 7 

In June 1942, the Admiralty learnt that 
the Germans planned an all-out attack 
on the next Arctic convoy to Russia. 
Despite this, Convoy PQ-I7 set sail for 
Archangel from Reykjavik on June p, 
with 33 merchant ships, a close escort of 
destroyers, AA ships, corvettes, mine
sweepers, trawlers and submarines, and 
a cruiser and battleship covering force. 

On July I, German scout planes 
sighted the convoy and V-boats began 
to trail it. The first limited attacks were 
beaten off but on July 4 the convoy was 
attacked by dive and torpedo bombers 
(map 2). Two merchantmen were sunk. 
The covering force had already turned 
home but, aware that the German capital 
ships Tirpitz, Scheer and Hipper might 
be moving out to join the attack, the 
First Sea Lord, Admiral Pound, ordered 
the covering force to return to the con
voy. Some confusion between the cover
ing force and the close escort, moving to 
counter the threat of the German surface 
ships, led to the convoy being left 
defenceless. Pound ordered the convoy 
to scatter, the better to avoid the German 
raiders. 
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Tirpitz, Scheer and Hipper had no 
need to attack. When the V-boats and 
bombers pressed home their advantage 
on July 5, 12 merchantmen were sunk in 
the first 24 hours of the massacre. Two 

Below: Soviet destroyers move out 
into the White Sea to escort the 
remnants of PQ-17 into 
Archangel. 

ships reached Archangel on July 10; 
eight more were recovered in the next 
few days. Twenty-three ships were lost, 
with 430 tanks, 210 planes, 3,350 vehicles 
and nearly 100,000 tons of supplies. 
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Above: (1) The plan of a/t(lck by the Hipper and Lutzow on Convoy 
JW-SIB, December 1942. The attack failed through indecisive action 
by both ships and their accompanying destroyers. 

Below: The Kriegsmarine surface fleet in northern waters. The failure 
to destroy Convoy JW-SIB so infurillted Hitler that he ordered it to be 
scrapped. His decision was reversed. 
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The Battles in the Barents Sea 
While the Soviets were fighting to relieve Stalingrad, the 
struggle for supplies continued in the Arctic. Following the 
disaster of PO-17 in July 1942, PO-18 lost 13 out of 40 ships in 
September. After a lull, the convoys recommenced in Decem
ber but were split in half. JW-51A, with 15 ships, sailed on 
December 18 and reached Murmansk safely. The covering 
cruisers, Sheffield and Jamaica, under Rear-Admiral Burnett, 
then turned back to meet JW-51B, which had sailed from 
Scotland on December 22 with 14 merchantmen escorted by 
six destroyers under Captain Sherbrooke (map 1). 

Driven south by a severe gale, JW-51B was sighted by a U
boat on December 30. Admiral Kummetz was ordered to take 
out the pocket-battleship Lutzow and the heavy cruiser Hipper, 
with six destroyers. Hipper was to attack the escort while 
Lutzow attacked the convoy. Kummetz was unaware of Bur
nett's returning cruiser force. At 0915 hours the German 
destroyers engaged the British destroyers, which laid a smoke 
screen between the convoy and the Hipper. In a succession of 
frustrated attacks by the Hipper, Sherbrooke' s Onslow was 
crippled and the Achates was sunk. Meanwhile the Lutzow had 
approached the convoy warily and did not immediately attack. 

Right: (2) The Schamhorst's attempt to attack 
Convoy JW-55B in December 1943, ended ~ 0339HRS 

CONVOY RA - 55A 

At 1133 hours, the Sheffield and Jamaica appeared and fired 
on the Hipper. One German destroyer was sunk and Kummetz 
broke off the action. Hitler was furious and Admiral Raeder 
had to dissuade him from scrapping the entire fleet. Raeder 
resigned as commander-in-chief and was replaced by Doenitz. 

Doenitz enjoyed no better luck in the Barents Sea. Almost 
exactly a year later, in December 1943, Convoy JW-55B'was 
heading east, protected by Burnett's cruisers and covered by 
Fraser's battleship Duke of York. On December 25, the 
battle cruiser Scharnhorst, notorious for her dash through the 
Channel with Gneisenau and Prince Eugen in February 1942, 
left Altenfjord with five destroyers to intercept the convoy 
(map 2). At 0700 hours on December 26, the destroyers fanned 
out to search for the convoy and the Scharnhorst lost touch 
with them. Turning north, Scharnhorst abruptly encountered 
Burnett's . cruisers, which attempted to keep between the 
German ship and the convoy. At 1617 hours, the Scharnhorst 
was located by the Duke of York. Sandwiched between the 
cruisers and the battleship, the Scharnhorst was smashed at 
long range by the Duke of York's 14-inch shells. She was 
eventually sunk at 1945 hours by destroyer torpedoes. Convoy 
JW-55B reached Murmansk safely the following day, Decem
ber 27, 1943. 

Bear L 

1221 HRS 
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in disaster. The German battle-cruiser was 
pinched between the British cruisers and the 
Duke of York. Below: The 11-inch main 
armament of the Schamhorst was no match 
for the 14-inch guns of the British battleship. ARC TI C aCEA N 

CRUISERS NORFOLK. 
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(Burnett) 
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"" Below: A broadside from the Duke of York, the battleship that sealed 
the fate of the Schamhorst. Admiral Fraser had been keen to force an 
action in the Barents Sea. 
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Left: (1) The Axis grand strategic plan for 
1942. Hitler envisaged a vast pincer 
movementfrom the Caucasus,from Egypt 
and from the Balkans that would grasp the 
oiliields of the Middle East and provide him 
with much-needed fuel to keep up the 
momentum of his Panzer divisions. In the 
summer of 1942, the position of the Allies 
looked bleak, particularly in North Africa, but 
by the autumn and early winter the tide had 
begun to turn. Rommel was pushed backfrom 
El Alamein and Paulus faced disaster at 
Stalingrad. 
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Above: (2) Directive 41. Hitler's original and 
more limited plan for summer 1942. 

Below: (3) Directive 45. Hitler's extended 
plan for 1942, with IV Panzer Army 
switching from north to south to north again . 
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Above: (4) The German offensive in the summer of 1942 began well but ran into trouble: partly 
because of the enormous ambition of the plan; partly because Hitler changed his objectives more 
than once in mid-stream. Deprived of IV Panzer Army, Paulus could not press on to Stalingrad 
asfast as he needed, but when IV Panzer Army was moved north again to help Paulus, Army 
Group A found itself too thinly stretched to make any further progress on the southern front. 



The Attack on Stalingrad 
Hitler's strategic plan became increasingly ambitious (map 1). 
By the summer of 1942, he was aiming at the northern Caucasus 
and a defensive line along the Don from Voronezh to Stalingrad 
(map 2). He then extended his objectives to the southern oil
fields, on a line from Baku to Batumi, and to Stalingrad itself 
(map 3). But his own forces were already overstretched and the 
Russians were rapidly remanning and re-equipping their armies. 

The summer offensive began on June 28, 1942 (map 4). 
Army Group B advanced towards Voronezh and down the 
Donets Corridor towards Stalingrad, while Army Group A 
headed towards the Don crossings between Rostov and Tsim
Iyanskaya. Hitler then · diverted IV Panzer Army to support 
Army Group A in the south. Progress was rapid and, by early 
August, Kleist was in the Caucasian foothills. But without IV 
Panzer Army in the north, Paulus's VI Army had been slowed 
down and Hitler once again ordered IV Panzer Army to change 
direction and to support a renewed drive on Stalingrad, where 
the Russians were already preparing defences. 

The Germans reached the Volga north of the city on August 
23. Paulus squeezed the defenders into the perimeter of 
Stalingrad by the end of the month but then, instead of cutting 
the Soviet supply lines, chose mistakenly to batter his way 
through the defences on a broad front (map 5) . He managed to 
reach the Volga to north and south in a number of places in 
October and November and to reduce the city to rubble by a 
concerted artillery bombardment but the Russians continued 
to hold substantial pockets on the west bank, supported by 
their own artillery on the east bank. Both Hitler and Stalin 
were obsessed by the battle for Stalingrad. By November, 
Hitler was still short of the ult imate objectives of his summer 
campaign. 

Above: Tanks and infantry ofKleist's Army 
Group B, who advanced at a tremendous pace 
towards the Caucasus once they had crossed 
the Don. 

Above right: (5) Paulus's VI Army tried to 
eliminate Soviet resistance in Stalingrad, but 
did not set about it in the right way, and 
underestimated Stalin's determination to save 
the city. 

Right: SovietKatyushasjiringfrom the east 
bank of the Volga in support of Russian 
troopsjighting on the west bank. 
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Left: German troops in the Stalingradfront 
line, mid-November 1942. Paulus's VI Army 
was already jaded by the time it began the 
onslaught on Stalingrad and, even as it 
battled to take the town, the Russians were 
preparing their carefully conceived counter
attack. 

Below: (1) The Soviet counter-attack, which 
began in the north on November 19 and in 
the south on November 20. For once, the 
Russians achieved their objective perfectly 
and snapped shut the trap on the German VI 
Army. 
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Above left: (2) December 12, 1942. The Hoth Group leads the last 
desperate attempt to rescue VI Army. 

Above right: (3) December 24, 1942. The Soviet counter-attack that 
successfully pushed the Hoth Group away from Stalingrad. 

Right: (4) The final assault on Stalingrad lasted three weeks, from 
January 10 to February 2. 

The Relief of Stalingrad 
Zhukov opposed Paulus with the minimum force necessary to 
hold Stalingrad, massing his main force against the weaker 
Rumanian armies on either flank of VI Army. He intended to 
cut off the Germans in Stalingrad and deployed his own forces 
to this end. 

Vatutin's South West Front and Rokossovsky's Don Front 
began their offensive on November 19, 1942 (map I). On 
November 20, Yeremenko's Stalingrad Front launched the 
second wave. By November 21, Paul us had withdrawn his HQ 
from Golubinsky (HQI) to Nizhne-Chirskaya (HQ2). Hitler 
immediately ordered him to advance it again to Gumrak 
(HQ3). When the two main Soviet forces met on November 23, 
VI Army and part of IV Panzer Army were trapped (22 
German divisions, a total of 330,000 men). On the same day, 
five divisions of the Rumanian Army surrendered in the north. 
Weichs' Army Group B escaped, while Hitler stepped in to 
assume direct command of VI Army and ordered Paulus to 
stand fast, backed by Goering' s promise that the Luftwaffe 
would fly in all the necessary supplies. 

As the Soviet hold tightened on VI Army, Manstein's Army 
Group Don prepared for Operation Winter Storm, to relieve 
the trapped army (map 2). The Hoth Group struck south of 
Stalingrad on December 12. It encountered resistance from 5th 
Shock Army. The Russians reinforced their defences along the 
Myshkova river. Hoth was halted within 25- 30 miles of 
Stalingrad and on December 24 the Soviet forces counter
attacked (map 3). Army Group Don fell back. 

-- Front line Dec . 23 
- - Front line Dec. 31 
~ Russian attacks 
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During the first week in January, the Soviet forces prepared 
for their final offensive, while VI Army suffered frostbite, 
battle-fatigue and lack of supplies. On January 8, 1943, 
Rokossovsky proposed to Paul us that he capitulate as he was 
surrounded by seven Russian armies. Paulus refused. The final 
assault began on January 10, after a massive artillery bombard
ment (map 4). 

The Russians advanced remorselessly towards the river, 
pressing VI Army into two small pockets. On January 31, 
Paulus was forced to surrender the southern pocket. Two days 
later, Schreck surrendered the northern pocket. Nearly 100,000 
Germans died at Stalingrad; almost as many surrendered; some 
had been evacuated by air. The loss of materiel and men was 
bitter to the Germans, the loss of prestige was shattering. The 
world watched as the battle for Stalingrad swung first in favour 
of the Germans and then against them. 
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. Archangel 

D Axis territories before ' Barbarossa' 

I222l Limit of German advance into Russia Nov, 1942 
D Projected extent of the 'Greater German Empire' 

in Russia 

Above: (1) The Nazi dream of a 'Greater 
German Empire' and the limits of their real 
achievement. The Germans had hoped to 
subjugate all of European Russia up to the 
Urals and down through the Caucasus. But 
they reached the end of their advance in the 
early winter of 1942. Even so, their 
achievement was astonishing, as was the 
Russian recovery. 

Right: (2) ]anuary-March 1943. The Soviet 
four-front assault on Army Group Band 
Army Group Don. The Russians retookKursk 
andKharkov and were then halted by 
Manstein's brilliant and determined counter
attack against heavy odds. 

Below: Already, by the autumn of 1942, 
relatively ill-equipped Russian troops had 
managed to thwart the German attempts to 
capture the oil:fields of the Caucasus. 



Manstein Fights Back 
Hitler's dreams of an eastern empire were destroyed in 1943 
(map 1). On January 12, even before Paulus surrendered in 
Stalingrad, the Russians launched a massive counter-attack to 
regain the territories they had lost in the summer of 1942. They 
attacked on four fronts between Orel and Rostov (map 2). The 
Bryansk, Voronezh, South-west and South Fronts directed 
their assaults against Army Group B and Army Group Don, 
with the aim of recovering Kharkov and cutting off the German 
withdrawal from the Caucasus. Their advance was at first 
stunningly rapid. 

Soviet forces had recaptured Kursk by February 8. By 
February 16, they had recovered Kharkov and Voroshilovgrad. 
By February 27, they had retaken Pavlograd, creating a salient 
on which the redoubtable Manstein turned suddenly with 
vigour and imagination. The Russians had over-reached them
selves and underestimated the strength and skill of their 
opponent, even when he was in retreat. 

Manstein launched his counterblow on February 20, having 
skilfully reorganized his reserves. Within a week, the Panzer 

Right: Out in the Russian steppe, a German 
SS-mm crew mans its post during the winter 
offensives of 1942-43. 

Below left: (3) lanuary-March 1943. Kleist's 
Army Group A is forced to withdraw towards 
Rostov and the Taman Peninsula. Manstein's 
efforts to keep the door to Rostov open were 
not sufficient to save aU the Germans who had 
been fighting in the Caucasus. 
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spearheads had fought back to the Donets. Having trapped 
and destroyed Soviet 3rd Tank Army, Manstein massed four 
Panzer corps south-west of Kharkov on March 3 for a drive 
against the Voronezh Front. He retook Kharkov on March 15 
and, three days later, recaptured Belgorod. The Russians were 
driven back to the east bank of the Donets but the spring thaw 
prevented any further German advance and left intact the huge 
Kursk salient. 

To the south, Kleist's Army Group A had found itself in a 
hopeless situation. With the Russians threatening Rostov and 
with the Northern Group of the Trans-Caucasian Front attack
ing north-west of Ordzhonikidze, Kleist was forced to fall back 
from the Caucasus in the first week of January 1943 (map 3). 
Only I Panzer Army managed to escape through the corridor 
that Manstein tried to keep open to Rostov, which fell to the 
Russians on February 14. The remainder of Kleist's Army 
Group A was trapped in the Taman Peninsula. A combined 
assault from land and sea enabled the Russians to recapture 
Novorossiysk on September 16, 1943, and on October 9 Russian 
units reached the Kerch Strait (map 4) . The North Caucasus 
was liberated. 

SEA 

The front 
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Above: (4) Six months after trapping 
the Germans in the Taman 
Peninsula, the Russiansfinally clear 
the peninsula and reach the Kerch 
Strait, September...()ctober 1943. 
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The Battle of Kursk 

The southern front stabilized between 
March and June 1943, while both sides 
prepared for the next assault (map 1). 
The Germans were determined to cut off 
the Kursk salient but the Russians had 
inside knowledge of their plans through 
the Lucy spy ring in Switzerland. They 
had prepared eight lines of anti-tank 
defences within the perimeter of the 

ARMY GROUP 
SOUTH 

salient and were superior to the Germans 
in numbers of men, artillery, tanks and 
aircraft. The battle that ensued was to 
be the largest tank battle of the war and 
also a major battle for air supremacy. 
The Germans lost on both counts. 

Operation Citadel opened on June 5, 
1943 (map 2). In the north, IX Army 
advanced only six miles at great loss and 

69th ARMY 

~ German offensive ~ Russian counterattacks 

Front line on ~ Area of great tank battle 
-July4 -- July6 ---July12 ------July15 

100 

after June 10 achieved no further 
advance (map 4). In the south, IV Panzer 
Army was at first more successful (map 
3) . The tightly bunched Panzers battled 
through concentric layers of anti-tank 
defences as Russian reserves flooded into 
the salient but after ten days and an 
advance of 25 miles IV Panzer Army 
was fought to a standstill. 

Far left: (1) The Eastern Front in the summer 
of 1943, with the K ursk salient bulging out 
between Orel andKharkov. 

Left: (2) For their third Russian offensive, the 
Germans concentrated their forces on 
pinching out the K ursk salient with assaults 
by IX Army in the north and IV Panzer Army 
in the south. They faced eight lines of 
defences. 

Below left: (3) The southern sector of the 
Kursk salient, where IV Panzer Army was 
fought to a standstill after 10 days and 25 
miles of desperate advance. 

Below: A German Pzkw-IIl Special advances 
through steppe grass set onfire by Russian 
shells. 



On July 15, the Russians counter
attacked and by July 23 the Germans 
had been forced back beyond their start 
lines (map 4). Orel and Belgorod were 
recovered by August 4-5, Kharkov by 
August 23. In the north, the Germans 
withdrew to the Hagen Line; in the 
south, Manstein fell back towards the 
Dniepr. 

Above: Manstein considers how to cope with 
the Russian counter-offensive that followed 
immediately after Operation Citadel had been 
stopped in its tracks. He refused to obey Hitler 
and to allow his troops to be destroyed by the 
victorious Russians. Instead, he conducted 
another carefully controlled retreat westwards 
towards the Dniepr. Manstein's skill was 
shown repeatedly, not only in planning 
offensives, but in preventing retreats from 
becoming routs. The Russians were 
continually surprised by his resilience. 

Right: (4) The limits of Operation Citadel's 
achievements and its collapse, as the Russians 
turn to the offensive and recover Orel in the 
north andKharkov in the south. The salient 
disappeared, not because the Germans cut it 
off, as they had hoped to do, but because the 
Russians moved forward on either side of it. 

Limit of German advance 
before Russian offensives 

Russian offensives 

~ German counterattacks 

Front line on .... - - German withdrawals 

- July 12 ---'- July 19 ---- July 23 ---- August 5 ---------- August 11 
- - August 18 --_.- - August 23 
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Front line, South Front, 
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<F==l Russian attacks (First stage) 

Aug . 7/ 20 
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Russian attacks (Second stage 
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..-Russian attacks (Third stage) 

Sept. 14/ 0ct. 2 
- . - Front line Oct. 2 
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Left: (2) The central section of the front, 
where the Russions broke through the 
German defence lines, forcing back three 
German armies and liberating Smolensk. 
Soviet forces demonstrated that they had 
learnt the skills of their opponents in 
exploiting local superiority and maintaining 
the impetus of their advance, often pushing 
through an assault without waiting for 
support troops. 

Bottom left: (3) The southern section of the 
autumn offensive, which aimed at liberating 
the ancient city of Kiev and crossing the 
Dn;/pr, a vital component of the Eastern 
Rampart on which the Germans relied heavily 
after their failure atKursk. The Russions kept 
up their momentum across the river, often 
well in advance of their heavy equipment. 

Below: (1) The Russion offensives to recapture 
Smolensk and to reach the Dniepr in the 
centre and south (autumn 1943) and to 
advance in the north (January-March 1944). 
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1943 
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The Return to Smolensk and the Dniepr 
The Soviet counter-attack in reply to Operation Citadel was 
only the beginning of a much larger Soviet offensive against 
Germany's Eastern Rampart from the Baltic to the Black Sea 
(map I) , aimed at reaching Smolensk and crossing the Dniepr. 
The swiftness of the Soviet advance, their greater numbers and 
the skills they had learnt in the penetration of defensive lines 
overwhelmed dogged German resistance. 

The Soviet West Front launched its approach to Smolensk 
on August 7 (map 2) and on August 13 the Kalinin Front went 
on the offensive. The first task was to break through the 
German defence belt. On September 14-15 the two fronts 
moved forward towards Smolensk itself, which was liberated 
on September 25. By October 2, the offensive had come to an 
end on a line well to the west of Smolensk. 

To the south, after Kharkov had been recaptured on August 
23, the Red Army moved into the Eastern Ukraine, heading 
for the Dniepr (map 3). Russian forces crossed the Donets and 

by September 22 the first units of the Central Front had reached 
and begun to cross the Dniepr south of Kiev. By September 30, 
the Russians had reached the Dniepr as far south as Zaporo
zhye, where the Germans retained a bridgehead that was wiped 
out in the second week of October. In that same week, the 
Soviet North Caucasus Front reached the Kerch Strait. 

The Russian fronts were renamed on October 20. By October 
23, Soviet forces had liberated the most southerly town of any 
significance on the Eastern Rampart, Melitopol, and by Octo
ber 30 they had entered the Crimea, trapping the remaining 
German forces who had been ordered to hold fast by Hitler, 
against the advice of Manstein. The assault on Kiev began on 
November 3 and the last German forces moved out on 
November 6. By the end of the year, the Russians had 
established bridgeheads across the Dniepr and cleared the 
Germans from the east bank of the river at almost every point. 
There remained only a German bridgehead opposite Nikopol, 
in the south. The German High Command now began to fortify 
the Vistula Line and to prepare for the defence of the Balkans. 

Left: Assault troops of the Red Army cross 
one of the many smaller rivers in their race to 
reach the Dniepr. 

Below: The city of Kiev was one of the main 
objectives of the autumn campaign. The last 
Germans were driven out on December 6, 
1943. 
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Above: (1) Operation Sinyavino, 
August-September 1942. Thefirst major 
attempt by the Volkhov and Leningrad Fronts 
to link up was resisted and thrown back by 
XVlll Army. 

Right: (2) Having strengthened their siege lines 
during 1942, the Germans withdrew some of 
their forces to reinforce the line further south. 
It was then, in January 1943, that the 
Russions cleared a narrow corridor south of 
Lake Ladoga. Army Group North was pushed 
back from Leningrad and Novgorod in 
January 1944 and the stranglehold was 
broken. 

The Relief of Leningrad 

The siege of Leningrad continued 
throughout the fluctuations of German 
and Soviet offensives in 1942-43. Schlus
selburg had been captured by the Ger
mans in September 1941 , cutting off the 
city from overland communication. Hav
ing failed to raise the siege in their winter 
offensive of 1941-42, the Russians failed 
again in August and September 1942. 
The Volkhov Front attempted to break 
through south of Lake Ladoga in Opera
tion Sinyavino but was eventually forced 
back to its starting point (map 1) . 

On January 18, 1943, after another 
major effort, the Volkhov and Leningrad 
Fronts linked to form a corridor 5-7 
miles wide south of Lake Ladoga but it 
was not until January 1944 that the final 
relief came (map 2). Three Soviet fronts 
attacked, led by 2nd Shock Army from 
the Oranienbaum bridgehead. By Janu
ary 20, 2nd Shock and 42nd Armies 
linked west of Leningrad and 59th Army 
had captured Novgorod. By January 27, 
the Moscow-Leningrad railway was 
cleared. Army Group North withdrew 
east of Lake Chuskoye and established 
a line from Narva to Putoshka. 

104 

GULF 

OF 

FINLAND 

Z Lake ~ 
Chudskaye 

O(PeiPus) { 

rtu 

H 

\ 
) 

,) 
J 

Above: Colonel-General K uchler 
had been ordered to lounch his 
own offensive against Leningrad 
in August 1942, but his 
immediate task was to repel the 
Soviet attack. 

Above: General Govorov, 
Commander-in-Chief of the 
Leningrad Front, failed to join 
up with the Volkhov Front in 
1942. He had more success in 
January 1943 andfinally 
triumphed in January 1944. 
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Above: Russian artillery firing amid deep snow in the foothills of the 
Carpathians after overwhelming the German defences in the Ukraine 
between January and April 1944. 
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The Fight for the Ukraine 

While the Volkhov Front prepared to relieve Leningrad, the 
pressure on the Germans farther south continued. By late 
December 1943 the Russians had established bridgeheads 
across the Dniepr. Before the year was out, 1st Ukrainian 
Front was pushing forward against Manstein's Army Group 
South (see map). On January 5, 1944, 2nd Ukrainian Front 
attacked Kleist's Army Group A. It was joined by 3rd and 4th 
Ukrainian Fronts on January 10 and 31. 

By mid-February, I Panzer Army was encircled and only a 
brilliant rearguard action enabled it to escape. To the north, 
Manstein' s counter-attacks were beaten back by the weather 
and the Russians. To the south, Kleist was forced back to 
Odessa, leaving behind units of VI and VIII Armies. He was 
driven out of Odessa on April 10. By mid-April, the Russians 
were across the Dniestr and up to the Carpathian foothills, also 
approaching the Polish border. In the Crimea, XVII Army was 
abandoned. It was cleared out by 4th Ukrainian Front and 
Sebastopol was retaken on May 12. 

Hitler was furious. Manstein and Kleist were demoted. 
Model and Schorner were given Army Groups North and South 
Ukraine. . 

B L 

The Russian offensive south of the Pripet in 
thefirstfour months of 1944. The Russians 
recovered the Ukraine and pushed back the 
Germans relentlessly to the Carpathians and 
almost to the borders of Poland. The Germans 
were not overwhelmingly outnumbered and 
they had built up strong defensive lines, but 
Hitler had ordered them not to retreat. This 
meant that they were unable to concentrate 
their reserves to meet attacks along their 
front. 
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The Red Army in Poland 

The spring thaw brought a temporary pause to the early Soviet 
offensive of 1944, giving the Germans a breathing space and a 
chance to fall back on a shorter, stronger defence line. Hitler 
was determined to hold on to what remained of the Ukraine 
and concentrated his defences on and around the city of Lvov, 
which was strategically important as a large road and rail 
centre. In their turn, the Russians were determined to liberate 
as many of the territories under German control as they could 
during the summer of 1944, including Poland and Czecho
slovakia. Soviet confidence was growing daily. 

The Red Army began its general summer offensive of 1944 
in June and July (map I). It ranged from the Baltic states to 
the Balkans. The campaign in the Ukraine sector was only a 
part of the wider assault and therefore affected to some extent 
by conditions elsewhere. Russian success further north, in 
Belorussia (see page 108), forced the Germans to take troops 
away from Army Group North Ukraine and thereby weakened 
the northern flank of their Ukraine defence. Moving with all 
the speed of a Blitzkrieg attack, the Russians exploited this 
advantage and repeatedly made good use of their strategic and 
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tactical initiative. 
On July 17, units of 1st Guards Tank Army crossed the Bug 

and entered Poland (map 2) . On July 23 , troops of 1st 
Belorussian Front reached Lublin. Four days later, Lvov was 
liberated, despite its strong German defences. Once again, as 
in the spring offensive, the Germans were unable to balance 
their forces to match the Russian advance along so wide a 
front. There was little they could do beyond an orderly retreat. 

In the last few days of July, forward units of 1st Ukrainian 
Front reached the Vistula and established a bridgehead on the 
western bank. A German counter-attack by IV Panzer Army 
against the Stopnica area of the bridgehead between August 11 
and 18 was held and the Russians began to break out of the 
northern sector of the bridgehead, advancing west. Further to 
the south, 4th Ukrainian Front attempted to seize the passes 
across the Carpathians but was stopped by determined German 
resistance, which continued unabated despite the setbacks. By 
then, in any case, the Red Army was suffering from supply 
problems after advancing more than 400 miles in two months. 
By the end of August, 1st Ukrainian Front had temporarily 
gone on the defensive. 



Opposite page,jar left: (1) The 
final scope of the Russian 
offensives in the summer and 
autumn of 1944. The offensive by 
1 st Ukrainian Front against Army 
Group North Ukraine in July and 
August is covered in map 2, plus 
the text on the opposite page. 
Events in Belorussia and the 
Baltic, where the Red Army was 
also sweeping through the German 
defences, are covered on pages 90 
and 91 . 

Opposite page, near left: Soviet 
troops go into the auack. Despite 
tactical improvements, the 
Russians were still careless of lives 
and relied on the bravery of the 
individual Russian soldier. 
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Left: SS Panzer Grenadiers rest during the 
long retreat out of the Ukraine. Manpower 
was the only thing in which the Germans were 
not hopelessly outnumbered in this sector of 
the front. The Russians had more than double 
the number of tanks and artillery and four 
times the number of aircraft. 

Below: Troops of a Russian infantry baualion 
deploy to aUack a German defence line. The 
Germans were continually surprised at the 
speed of the Red Army's reactions. 

Above: (2) The thrust into Poland, 
July-A.ugust 1944. Soviet 1st Ukrainian 
Front advanced through Lvov and crossed the 
1939 Russo-German boundary. This pushed 
Army Group North Ukraine back beyond 
Rzeszow and across the Vistula beyond 
Sandomierz. Then the Russians themselves 
were brought to a halt by supply problems. 
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At the Gates of Warsaw 
While the Ukrainian Front thrust towards Sandomierz during 
the Soviet summer offensive of 1944, Zhukov's three Belo
russian Fronts overwhelmed Army Group Centre and advanced 
through Minsk and Brest Litovsk towards Warsaw and through 
Lithuania towards the Baltic. Although Busch almost had the 
manpower to match the Russians, he did not have the resources 
of armour or aircraft to control such a massive front. 

The offensive began on June 23 , 1944 (map 1). The main 
forces of IV Army were trapped in the forests east of Minsk 
and Minsk itself fell on July 4. The Minsk pocket had been 
eliminated by July 11 and Hitler replaced Busch by Model. By 
the end of July, the Russians held Brest Litovsk and by the end 
of August they were within reach of Warsaw and stood along 
the frontiers of East Prussia. 

The gallant Polish Home Army in Warsaw rose in rebellion 
against the German masters and fought throughout August and 
September in an effort to determine their own destiny. They 
expected immediate help from the Allies. The Russians, so 
close to the city, paused for breath as the Germans crushed the 
rebellion and destroyed Warsaw, leaving no possibility of 
national resistance to the subsequent advance of Communism. 
The Poles surrendered to the Germans on October 2. 

BALTIC 

SEA 

EAST PRUSSIA . 
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The End of Army Group North 
With its retreat to Germany threatened by the success of 
Zhukov's Belorussian Fronts, Army Group North faced a 
major offensive by the three Baltic Fronts, whose aim in the 
late summer of 1944 was to liberate the Baltic states of Estonia, 
Latvia and Lithuania. 

The Baltic offensive began in July (map 2). While the 
Leningrad Front captured Narva, 3rd Baltic Front headed into 
Latvia and Estonia and 1st and 2nd Baltic Fronts swept towards 
Memel and Riga. Russian troops reached the Gulf of Riga but 
the Germans massed six Panzer divisions for a counter-attack 
in the middle of August. This reopened a land route to Riga. 

The Russians renewed their offensive on September 14. 1st 
'Baltic Front held fast; the other two fronts swung down from 
the north. Tallinn fell to the Leningrad Front on September 22. 
Riga was taken by October 15. 1st Baltic Front had already 
reached the Baltic Sea near Memel but the fight for the city 
dragged on until January 1945. Army Group North was finally 
cut off in the Courland Peninsula, where the majority remained 
blockaded until the end of the war. Some units were taken off 
by sea. North of the Gulf of Riga, the Moonsund Archipelago 
was cleared by November 24. The Baltic states had exchanged 
one master for another. 
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Opposite page: (1) The Belorussian offensive, 
lune-August 1944. Army Group Centre was 
broken up as Russian armour swept through 
Minsk and Bobruysk towards Brest Litovsk, 
Bialystok and Warsaw, and through Wilno, 
towardsKovno and Riga. The Russians were 
within reach of the Polish capital when the 
Polish Home Ar",y rose up in arms against 
the Germans. The bitterness of the Poles at 
the failure of the Russians to come to their aid 
left an indelible mark on their relationships 
with the Soviet Union. 

Right: (2) The Baltic offensive, luly...{)ctober 
1944. Threatenedfram the south by 3rd 
Belorussian Front and relentlessly pushed 
back by the three Baltic Fronts and the 
Leningrad Front, Army Group North was 
finally trapped in the Courland Peninsula. 
This was in spite of a comparatively large 
scale counter-offensive by six Panzer 
divisions in the middle of August. 

Below: A German Panther is repaired, as the 
six Panzer divisions prepare to reopen the 
road to Riga. By this stage in the war, the 
Wehrmacht was rarely able to mount any 
major offensives. Riga itself, protected by the 
German Sigulda Line, was notfinally taken 
until the middle of October. 
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The End of the Arctic War 
The Soviet summer offensive of 1944 extended in the extreme 
north to the Arctic Ocean. The Finns were taken by surprise . 
Having halted their own offensive of July and August 1941 as 
soon as they had won back the territory lost to the Russians in 
1939-40, they had not expected that the Russians would bother 
to attack them. They believed that Russia would simply wait 
for Finland to be brought down in the final German collapse. 

There was panic when the Soviet Karelian Front under 
Meretskov opened its offensive at the beginning of the second 
week 'in June 1944. The Soviet 21st and 23rd Armies, later 
joined by the 59th Army, swept through the VT Line defences 
on the Karelian Isthmus and captured Viipuri on the VKT Line 
on June 20 (map I). On that and the following day, June 20 
and 21 , the Russians launched a second front north of Lake 
Ladoga and north of Lake Onega. Here the Finns were forced 
back to the U Line. Lack of co-ordination between the Soviet 
forces enabled the Finns to halt their advance at this point. It 
was something of a defensive victory. 
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Finland had few illusions about what the Russians could do 
if they put their mind to it. Peace was the best solution. But the 
Germans had put the Finns into a difficult position by demand
ing that they should not make a separate peace with the 
Russians. President Ryti had given his pledge to the Germans. 
On August 4, Mannerheim replaced him as president and made 
it clear that he would not keep Ryti' s pledge. Finland accepted 
Russia' s preliminary peace conditions on September 2 and a 
provisional peace treaty was signed on September 19. Meret
skov then ordered the Soviet armies in the extreme north to 
begin operations against the Germans in Finland. 

This third Russian front in Finland was opened by the Soviet 
14th and 19th Armies (map 2). 19th Army had already broken 
through the German-Finnish defences in the first half of 
September and pushed back units of the German 20th Mountain 
Army near Salla, clearing them from Russian soil. 14th Army 
attacked farther north in early October, broke through the 
German defences on the Litsa, captured Petsano and, with the 
aid of amphibious operations, pushed 20th Mountain Army 
back into Norway by the end of the month. 

Left: Marshal 
Mannerheim, who 
commanded the 
Finnish forces 
against the 
Russians. He 
succeeded Ryti as 
president in August 
1944. 

Right: (2) The 
northern offensive 
against the Germans 
in October. 

Below: (1) The 
southern and central 
offensives in June 
and July 1944. The 
Russians failed to 
co-ordinate their 
attacks. 
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Clearing the Balkans 

In the extreme south, near the Black Sea, the Soviet summer 
offensive of 1944 appeared to have lagged behind. Between 
April and August 1944, there were four months of tense quiet 
in this sector of the front. The quiet was broken on August 20, 
when 2nd and 3rd Ukrainian Fronts attacked Freissner's Army 
Group South Ukraine and trapped Rumanian III Army and 
German VI Army (see map below) . Three days later Rumania 
surrendered and on August 29 the Russians reached the 
Danube. Moving on to Bucharest, they began to swing west 
and north, threatening to surround the remains of Army Group 
South Ukraine and to cut off Lohr' s Army Group in Greece. 
The Germans were unable to hold the Transylvanian passes 
and the Russians had over-run Rumania by September 24. 
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- The front August 20,1944 _ The front September 24, 1944 

On September 2, Soviet forces reached the Bulgarian border 
and crossed over six days later. Bulgaria was in Soviet hands by 
early October. The advance continued into Yugoslavia but was 
too slow to catch German Army Groups E and F, which 
managed to retreat under pressure to new defence lines in 
northern Yugoslavia. Helped by Tito's partisans, the Russians 
forced the Germans to evacuate Belgrade on October 19. 

Further north, the Russia:ns had over-extended themselves in 
their advance into Hungary. The Germ(lns were to prove that 
they could still turn and fight. A massive tank battle around 
Debrecan between October .10 and 29 ended with the Germans 
withdrawing westwards and then counter-attacking to cut off 
and destroy three Soviet corps. The Russians were not to reach 
Budapest until the end of December and did not take the city 
until the middle of February 1945. 
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The Advance Towards Vienna 
By Christmas 1944, the Russians had encircled Budapest, 
where a garrison of four German and two Hungarian divisions 
were forced to remain behind on Hitler's orders. In January 
1945, IV SS Panzer Corps achieved a small dent in the Soviet 
line in an attempt to reach Budapest but was stopped after 
some early success. In the same month, the Soviets achieved a 
bridgehead across the Hron, north of the Danube. In the 
second week in February, the Budapest garrison made an 
attempt to break out of their prison-fortress. Only a mere 
handful succeeded in reaching the German lines. The majority 
were killed, wounded or taken prisoner. 

The fall of Budapest was not the end of the Hungarian 
operation. Hitler was still obsessed with the importance of the 
Lake Balaton oil-fields and was determined to gain a prestige 
victory (as he had hoped to do at Kursk). Wohler' s Army 
Group South prepared for Operation Fruhlingserwachen. VI 
SS Panzer Army was to break through the Russian front north 
of Lake Balaton and spread north towards Budapest and south 
towards Baja, to hold a line along the Danube, while 11 Panzer 
Army struck south of Lake Balaton and headed directly east 
towards the Danube. Another German strike was planned in 
the south to reach the Danube at Mohacs. 

Hitler' s last fling failed. The offensive began on March 6 but 
the Russians were already planning their counter-offensive, 
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which began on March 16 (see map below). The collapse of the 
Hungarian III Army and lack of fuel forced Wohler to call a 
halt to Operation Fruhlingserwachen. By March 25, 2nd 
Ukrainian Front was advancing across the Hron and by March 
28 Russian forces farther south had reached the Austrian 
border in the Koszeg-Szombathely sector. Two weeks later, on 
April 14, Vienna fell to the Russians. On May 7, 1945, Army 
Group South surrendered to the US 3rd Army, which had 
approached from the west. 

Above: The battle for Vienna. Hitler sentXXV 
Panzer Division and the 'Fuhrer' Grenadier 
Division to defend Vienna. They were in no 
position by then to make the sort of stand that 
had been made at Budapest. Thefighting in 
the city lasted little more than a week,.,pnd 
was over by April 13-14, 

Left: The Soviet advance from Budapest to 
Vienna, December 1944 to April 1945, The 
map also shows Hitler'sfinal offensive, the 
i1l1ated Operation Fruhlingserwachen in 
early March 1945, German Army Group 
South fought on in Austria until May 7, when 
its commander (Rendulic had replaced Wohler 
at the beginning of April) surrendered most of 
his forces to Patton's us 3rd Army. 



The Russians Reach the Oder 

The Russians opened a major new offensive into Germany in 
January 1945 (see map below). On January 12, Rokossovsky's 
2nd Belorussian Front crossed the Narew north of Warsaw and 
struck II Army, then continued north-west towards Danzig. At 
the same time, 47th Army encircled Warsaw, which fell on 
January 17. 
To the south of Warsaw, a massive assault was launched by 
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Above: The Soviet offensive, January 1945, 
through western Poland and into the Reich. 
Army Group A was swept back by the 
overwhelming onrush of the 'Bolshevik 
Horde '. Army Group Centre was cut off in the 
north and pushed remorselessly back towards 
the Baltic. 

Right: Signs of things to come, as Russian 
signposts go up on the Polish-German 
frontier. The 'New Order' had arrived. The 
Russians were still pushing on towards Berlin 
to claim their final victory. 

1st Belorussian and 1st Ukrainian Fronts, with 4th Ukrainian 
Front farther south. Completely outnumbered and outgunned, 
without adequate defensive lines, the Germans fell back 
through Poland into their homeland, leaving only pockets of 
resistance behind. The Russians moved in pursuit with remark
able swiftness. Zhukov's forces reached the Oder on January 
31, after an advance of about 300 miles in less than three 
weeks. The offensive relieved the pressure on the Allies in the 
west after the German Ardennes offensive. 
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Operations in Pomerania Operations in the E. Prussia area 
-- Front line January 13, 1945 
~ Russian attacks Jan. 13/1 8 
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Left and above: The Russian offensives 
through Poland into East Prussia, Pomerania 
and Silesia, lanuary-March 1945. 

East Prussia, Pomerania and Silesia 
After their rapid advance to the Oder, the Russians had to secure their flanks, in East 
Prussia and Pomerania to the north and in Silesia to the south, before their final 
attack on Berlin (see map). Rokossovsky's 2nd Belorussian Front, which had cut off 
Army Group Centre (renamed Army Group North) in January, was joined by 3rd 
Belorussian and 1st Baltic Fronts. By early February, the Germans were forced back 
into a few pockets of resistance along the Bay of Danzig. Those who were not 
evacuated by the German Navy surrendered on May 9. 

The Russians advanced their flanks through Pomerania, against Army Group 
Vistula, and through Silesia, against Schorner's Army Group Centre. German 
counter-attacks in Pomerania, south of Stettin, between February 16 and 20, were 
contained and by the end of March the Russians stood on a line from Stettin south to 
Penzig, along the Oder and the Neisse. 

Above: A German Volkssturm (home guard) 
member receives anti-tank Panzerfaust 
instruction. 

Below: Fighting on German soil, the Russians 
advance through the streets of Breslau, 
capital of Silesia. 
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The Battle for Berlin 
The Russians meant to reach Berlin before the western Allies, 
who were advancing towards the Elbe early in April 1945. The 
Soviet plan was for Zhukov's 1st Belorussian Front to advance 
directly west towards the city while Konev' s I st Ukrainian 
Front advanced south of a line established by Stalin which 
allowed Konev to swing north towards Berlin after Luben 
(map I). 

The Russian advance on April 16 met bitter resistance for 
two days. On April 25, the two Russian fronts met to the west 
of Berlin and on the same day elements of Bradley' s 12th Army 
Group and Konev' s 1st Ukrainian Front made contact at 
Torgau on the Elbe. Pockets of Army Group Vistula and Army 
Group Centre vainly attempted to surrender to the western 
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Allies in preference to the Russians. 
In Berlin, Zhukov fought his way through to the River Spree, 

while Konev came from the south through the Tiergarten (map 
2). On April 30, the Reichstag fell and Hitler, appointing 
Doenitz as his successor, committed suicide in his command 
bunker in the garden of the Chancellery. Qn May 2, the two 
Russian fronts met in the Tiergarten and the last resistance was 
quelled. 

To the north, 2nd Belorussian Front pursued III Panzer 
Army. To the south a large part of XII Army, pursued by 1st 
Belorussian Front, crossed the Elbe and had surrendered to the 
Americans by May 7. Resistance remained only in the city of 
Prague and among the survivors of Schorner' s Army Group 
Centre, holding out in Bohemia. 
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Above: Stalin directs the final assault on 
Berlin, determined to capture Hitler's capital 
before his western Allies. 
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Left: (1) With the western Allies on the Elbe, 
Zhukov's 1st Belorusswn Front andKonev's 
1st Ukrainwn Front made thefinal drive for 
Berlin, April 1945. Rokossovsky meanwhile 
over-ran Army Group Vistula. German 
resistance was either overwhelmed or driven 
into the arms of western Allies. 
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Right: One sector of the massive Russian 
artillery line at the start of the final Berlin 
offensive. The Russians 1uul an 
unprecedented artillery density of one gun 
every 13 feet, a ratio of four to one against 
the German tanks, and more than double the 
number of aircraft. Despite their great losses 
in the preceding months, the Germans were 
still able to put a million men into the 
defences around Berlin. These were pitted 
against the two-and-a-half million fielded 
by Zhukov andKonev. 

Below: (2) The Battle for the Reichstag, in the last days of April 1945. 
1tfell to Zhukov's 1st Belorussian Front. The Red Flag was hoisted 
above the ruins on April 30. The Tiergarten and the Chancellery, to the 
south ofCharlottenburger Chaussee, were over-run byKonev's 1st 
Ukrainian Front. 

--- April 29 

---. 0400hrs April 30 

Below: The last stand is over. One of the 2,600 surviving defenders of 
the Reichstag. Another 2,500 were killed in the fighting against 
Russian soldiers. Hitler killed himself before the last resistance ended. 
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Czechoslovakia: the End of German Arms 
With the fall of Berlin on May 2, 1945, and the surrender of the 
majority of the German forces, the only substantial German 
resistance was in Czechoslovakia, completely surrounded by 
the Russians and the western Allies. 

Slovakia had not succumbed easily to German arms. As in 
France, Yugoslavia and Poland, resistance fighters had proved 
to be an effective irritant. The entry of German military units 
in August 1944, when Soviet 4th and 1st Belorussian Fronts 
were bearing down through Poland, had provoked a premature 
Slovak rising (map 1). Although the rising was planned with 
great efficiency, not all the Slovak garrisons joined the insur
gents and German counter-moves were prompt and ruthless. 
The Germans attacked again in October (map 2), driving the 

rebels into the Tatra Mountains, where they linked up with the 
advancing Russians (map 3). 

The Russian advance continued, with the help of the 
partisans, from January to April 1945. By the end of April, 
Schorner' s Army Group Centre was desperately holding on to 
the Reich' s last important industrial resource area (map 4). 
Schorner' s position was hopeless and Konev' s dash south after 
the fall of Berlin sealed his fate . On May 5, the insurgents in 
Prague seized the capital's key pointii and forced the Reich
protektor to negotiate . On May 8, the Russians launched a final 
offensive against Army Group Centre and on May 9 Prague 
was liberated. Schorner was forced to capitulate on May 11. 
The last sizeable German force in Europe laid down its arms, 
caught between Allied armies from east and west. 

1.r--------------------:.~~~~. ~~~--------~~==~=:----------------j{,~~----~--------, 
OMiles 25 50 
I i i ii ARMD. DIV. 
o Kilometres 80 

MORAVIA 

c::=;> Entry of German units into Slovakia Aug .29 / 32. 
C::> Limits of Slovak rising August 30 1944 
.. Areas of partisan activity 
<.::::; Areas of East Slovak divisions' activity till late Sept. 
p Headquarters of defence areas 1 & 2 

f> Headquarters of Tactical Groups 
A Garrisons which failed to join the rising 
+ Airfielcjs - Russian front. end August 

Above: (1) August 1944. Thefirst phase of the Slovak rising in 3. r"'--)--:":---=:;;;';;:;;;;;--~OM~;--:--~-2!25n 
response to the movement of German forces into Slovakw. Below: (2) " 4b 
August...()ctober 1944. The second phase of the rising, showing the 
German attacks during October. Below right: (3) September-November. 
The Russwns enter Slovakw. 

2.~----------~----------------------~ 
POLAND 
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Below: (4) Schorner's Army Group Centre held on to Germany's last 
industrial resource until the bitter end. With substantwl numbers of 
men and tanks, he was vastly outnumbered in guns and aircraft, and 
completely surrounded. It was only a matter of days before he, too, was 
forced to surrender. 

Above: Prague was liberated on May 9, 1945. Here, the Red Army is 
welcomed into the city. There was immediate relief at the overthrow of 
the German aggressor. Few suspected what the future held in store. 

---- Front line Mar. 10 
- .- .• Front line May 6 

-- Line reached by Russian Forces May 8 
D Held by US forces May 7 

... Russian attacks Jan .1/ May 5 
~ Attacks by Czech., Pol ish , and Rumanian forces 
.--- Russian troop movements 

~ HQ Army Group Centre 
German Pockets 
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J 
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Above: One of the most common German defences along the invasion coast, these Tetrahydra 
were intended to disEmbowel and sink Allied landing craft when they came in over the beaches. 
Below: (5) Hitler's garrison in the West. Neither Rommel nor Hitler believed that the Allies would 
ignore the short crossing at the Pas de Calais. XV Army was strongest at this point. 
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(1) Calais was too far to the east for convoys 
based on the western ports. On the other 
hand, Normandy was approximately 
equidistant from all the major ports along the 
south coast of Britain. 

Cherbourg 

• 
COTENTlN 

PENINSULA 

(2) The preliminary plan for the invasion of 
Europe envisaged only two airborne brigades 
to cover the flanks, and only three assault 
divisions to be landed on the sector between 
the Vire and the Orne. 

• Le Hav're 

(3) Montgomery reacted unfavourably to the 
preliminary plan. He demandedfive divisions 
instead of three, as well as two full-strength 
airborne divisions and separate sectors for US 
and British forces with a beach for each 
corps . 

LeHavr~ 

(4) Eisenhower's staff backed Montgomery's 
broadening of the assault plan and added a 
third airborne division. Build-up 
preparations were intensified. It was planned 
to get 18 divisions ashore by D + 10. 



The Allied Invasion of North
west Europe 

While Hitler tried to stem the tide of the Russian advance 
through the Ukraine in the spring of 1944, he knew that an 
Allied attempt to force a landing on the coast of France was 
imminent. Fifty-eight divisions, under Rundstedt, were spread 
out from the Netherlands to the Italian frontier to await the 
invasion (map 6) but Hitler' s own belief was that the bl~w must 
fall at the Pas de Calais, the narrowest stretch of water between 
France and England (map 5). This was therefore the strongest 
point of his much-vaunted 'Atlantic Wall'. 

A disastrous 'reconnaissance in force' had been made by the 
Allies at Dieppe on August 19, 1942, but it had at least given 
them some idea of the strength and methods of the German 
defences. At the Trident Conference in May 1943, in Washing
ton, Roosevelt and Churchill agreed to lay plans for a proper 
invasion in early summer 1944. The target was to be Normandy, 
between Cherbourg and Le Havre. There were several reasons 
for this choice. The area was close to Allied fighter bases in 
southern England and it provided the overall shortest distances 
to be covered by supplies and reinforcements from both south
east and south-west England. There were suitable beaches for 
landing and the countryside inland was favourable for fighting . 
Above all, German defences were not as strong as in the Pas de 
Calais. A complex deception plan was laid to persuade the 
Germans that the Pas de Calais was still the main objective and 
that the Normandy probe was merely a dummy. 

Eisenhower was in command of the vast amphibious opera
tion, with Montgomery in command of the Allied ground 
forces. Bradley' s US 1st Army and Dempsey's 2nd Army were 
to land on five beaches, with their flanks protected by US 82nd 
and 101st Airborne Divisions and British 8th Airborne Divi
sion. This plan was eventually arrived at after several modifi
cations (maps 1-4). Operation Overlord was to go into action 
the first week in June 1944, during the few days on which there 
were optimum conditions of moon and tide for the landings. In 
one way or another, nearly three million men were involved in 
the vital bid to regain a foothold on French soil. 

o 400 Miles. 
f-I --r---'--r-- -r,' 
o 600 Kms. 
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" 

GREAT 
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SPAIN 

Above: (6) Hitler's guessing game. By spring 1944, the Germans were 
waiting for the Allies to open another front in the west. There were 
various points from which they expected assaults to be made (shown by 
the pink arrows) but the main blow, they knew, would be a cross
Channel invasion. There was still a large area to cover. Fifty-eight 
divisions were allocated to cover the frontier, divided into two army 
groups. The chain of command through Rundstedt was never clear 
because Hitler constantly interfered. 

Below: Hitler's 'Atlantic Wall'. He saw it as an impregnable forest of 
entanglements backed by huge guns. However, the Pas de Calais apart, 
it consisted largely of scattered defences, as shown by these bunkers 
along the coast. 
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D-Day: Operation Overlord 
Bad weather at the beginning of June threatened to disrupt the 
invasion of Europe. Taking advantage of a fair break, Eisen
hower decided to go ahead on June 6 . . The assault force 
consisted of some 4,000 ships and landing craft carrying 176,000 
troops and their materiel , escorted by 600 warships, with 2,500 
bombers and 7,000 fighters and fighter-bombers overhead. The 
invasion was preceded by a heavy aerial bombardment. In the 
first hours of June 6, the American and British airborne forces 
went in on either flank, achieving complete tactical surprise. 
At dawn, aircraft and warships 'softened up' the beaches before 
the first soldiers landed at 0630 hours. 

On the Allied right, US 7th Corps landed on Utah beach 
with negligible losses. They made contact with the airborne 
troops and quickly established a substantial bridgehead. To 
their left, US 5th Corps ran into serious trouble on Omaha 
beach. Lacking the necessary equipment to deal with the 
defences, the troops were pinned down on the beach with heavy 
losses. By midnight, they had achieved a bridgehead of no more 

122 

than a mile. 
On the Allied left , British 30th Corps landed on Gold beach 

and British 1st Corps landed on Juno and Sword, with the 
Canadians taking Juno . The use of specialized armour to 
overcome the beach obstacles enabled the British and 
Canadians to break through stiff pockets of resistance and 
move swiftly forward off the beaches. By early afternoon, both 
beach-heads had advanced well inland. 

It was at this point that the Germans attempted to counter
attack. XXI Panzer Division attacked between Juno and Sword 
but withdrew when their retreat was threatened by reinforce
ments flown in to the airborne troops behind them. For the rest 
of the day, the weight of the German defensive armour was 
pinned down on the Allied left wing, giving the Americans on 
Omaha beach a chance to cling on to their precarious beach
head. Although the Allies did not achieve all their main 
objectives in the first day, by midnight four of the landings 
were secure and 5th Corps was still in position on Omaha. The 
foothold had been won on the mainland of Europe. 
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Above: Operation Overlord, D-Day, June 6, 1944. American 7th and 
5th Corps landed on Utah and Omaha beaches to the west, while 
British 30th and 1st Corps, including the Canadians, uinded on Gold, 

Left: Commandos go 
ashore in the British 
sector. They were 
able to clear the 
beaches quickly and 
with minimum 
casualties. 

Right: Ramps down, 
and American 
troops advance on to 
the open beach. 
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Juno and Sword beaches to the east. XXI Panzer Division's counter
attack between Juno and Sword failed. The Germans were surprised by 
the sheer weight of the invasion and were slow to react. 
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The Battle of the Hedgerows 
The movement of German forces to counter Operation Over
lord had been made difficult by pre-invasion bombardments of 
rail communications. In any case, Hitler was unwilling to 
transfer reinforcements to the Normandy area when he was 
still convinced that the n!al invasion would come in the Pas de 
Calais. Even so, it was the third day before the Allies linked 
their beach-heads and they had to battle for every bit of ground. 

German armour concentrated around Caen resisted all 
Allied attempts to push past it towards Falaise. To the west, 
the Americans advanced through the Cotentin Peninsula, 
towards Cherbourg, which was badly needed for its port 
facilities. They ran into strong opposition around Carentan, 
which they took on June 11, but by June 17 they had reached 
Carteret and Portbail on the west coast. Then a Channel storm 
destroyed, the artificial Mulberry harbour on Omaha Beach and 
seriously damaged the one on Gold beach. Vital craft were lost 
and the flow of reinforcements and supplies was greatly reduced. 
It was not until a week after the storm that the Americans took 
Cherbourg and they found it left in ruins by the Germans. 

US 7th Corps turned south and, joined by the newly arrived 
US 8th Corps, fought through the bocage, the checkerboard of 
fields and hedgerows that made ideal cover for the Germans. 
Bradley struck at VII Army and reached St La on July 18. 

Progress had been very slow on the Allied left wing. 
Operations Epsom and Goodwood, in June and July, had both 
been held by German armour. Caen itself did not fall till mid
July. But by July 24, the Allies were ready for the breakout. 

JUNE 19/22 

Rundstedt: 'As 
German C-in-C 
West, my sole 
prerogative was to 
change the guard in 
front of my gate.' 

Montgomery: he 
refused to be 
governed by the time
table in his conduct of 
the early battles in 
Normandy. 
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/ OMAH~ ~ AMERICAN MULBERRY HARBOUR. 
BEAC~ DAMAGE BRITISH MULBERRY ,., 

Rommel: repeatedly 
forced to postpone his 
decisive counter
attack, then almost 
kiUed by RAF 
fighter-bombers. 

Bradley: charged wiih 
the early capture of 
Cherbourg and with 
the southward drive 
towards St La, a 
major objective. 
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The Anvil Landings 

It was the Americans who chiefly favoured the 'hammer' of the 
Normandy landings supported by the ' anvil' of a strike in 
southern France, in preference to renewed emphasis on the 
Italian Front. The landings between Cannes and Toulon on 
August 15, 1944, were immediately successful. Heavy toll was 
taken of the German XIX Army before it escaped north and 
Truscott's US 6th Corps and the French 2nd Corps succeeded 
in eliminating the German forces in southern France. 
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Left: The British 
argued that if the 
Italian Front had 
received the support 
given to the 
Normandy landings, 
it could have broken 
through to Vienna 
before the Russians. 
The Americans 
opted for Overlord 
and Anvil. 

Bottom left: US 
7th Army landed at 
Anvil against little 
resistance. French 
2nd Corps passed 
through 7th Army 
and led the advance 
through Marseilles, 
Lyons and Dijon to 
link with US 3rd 
Army on September 
12. On the right, 
Butler's Task Force 
turned west from 
Gap to Montelimar 
to cut off XIX Army. 
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Front line July 24. 1944 
American line July 28 
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Above: (3) US 8th Corps was chiefly responsible for seizing the naval 
bases and ports of Brittany. These became of less importance once the 
Allies had pushed the front far to the east. Lorient and St Nazaire held 
out until the end of the war. 

Below: (2) Operation Cobra was launched on July 25, after a massive 
air bombardment. The Americans reached Avranches infive days only. 
A German counter-attack on August 7~ was repulsed. 
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The Breakout from Normandy 
Bradley' s US 1st Army reached Avranches on July 31 (map 2). 
As US 8th Corps and US 20th Corps turned west and south 
into Brittany to seize the naval bases of Lorient, St Nazaire 
and Brest, as well as ports St Malo and Nantes [where they met 
resistance (map 3)], Patton's US 3rd Army also swept east 
towards Le Mans, Chartres, Orleans and the Seine (map I) . A 
Panzer attack ordered by Hitler went in towards Avranche on 
August 7-8 but was eliminated by August 10. 

In late July and early August, US 1st Army, British 2nd 
Army and Canadian 1st Army formed a pincer movement with 
Patton' s 3rd Army that forced the Germans into a salient 
between Falaise and Argentan (map 1). Kluge rescued most of 
his armour but more than 50,000 prisoners were taken before 
August 20. Patton reached the Seine at Fontainebleau and US 
15th Corps established a bridgehead across the Seine. Paris 
was liberated on August 25. 

Below: (1) The breakout from Normandy in August 1944. Four Allied 
armies (US 1st, British 2nd, Canadian 1st and US 3rd) closed on the 
F alaise gap and then pursued Kluge' s Army Group B to the Seine. 
Paris was liberated on August 25. 

-Cherbourg 

1Z111~ 

Above: US infantry follow up the attack during Operation Cobra, the 
drive south from St Lo to Avranches in late July, 1944. 

US 15th CORPS 

German front on morning of August 1 
German front on evening of August 16 
German counterattack August 7/8 
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-. Thrust by U.S. 12t/:1 Army Group 
~ Thrust by British 21 st Army Group 

Allied army group boundary 
Front line August 26, 1944 
Front line September 17, 1944 
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Above: (1) The Allied advance north of the Seine through France and into Belgium and Luxembourg. The broad front plan enabled Patton to cross 
the Meuse by the end of August. US 1st and 3rd Armies ran short offuel and had to waitfor Montgomery's 21st Army Group to clear the Channel 
ports and Antwerp, before Allied convoys could resupply the front line troops. 

Below: (2) Although the Allies had captured Antwerp on September 4 (map 5), they were unable to bring convoys into the port until the Germans 
had been cleared from both sides of the Scheldt estuary. Germans and Allies suffered heavy losses in the fighting . This continued for more than a 
month, and had been delayed by Montgomery's Arnhem plan, as well as the commitment of the infantry to clear the Channel ports. 
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Above: (3) Montgomery and Bradley both 
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Above: (4) Eisenhower opted for a broad from 
that would give him time to secure the 
Channel ports and the Saar. 

Below: Gls cross the 'Dragon's Teeth ' 
defences of the Siegfried Line, Germany's 
much-vaunted Westwall. 
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Above: (5) Montgomery's drive through northern France and Belgium reached Antwerp by 
September 4. Before clearing the Scheldt., Montgomery insisted on the priority of Operation 
Market Garden. There were also the Channel ports to clear to protect his rear, before sufficient 
troops were gathered to clear the estuary approach to Antwerp. One of the tasks of Canadian 1st 
Army was to over-run the V-I missile sites in the Pas de Calais sector. 

Clearing Northern France and Belgium 
The Allies pressed on with their pursuit of the retreating 
German forces during September 1944. Montgomery and 
Bradley wanted a strong thrust on a narrow front (map 3) that 
would quickly encircle the Ruhr and move on to Berlin before 
the Russians. Eisenhower was more cautious and settled for a 
broad front (map 4) that would allow Patton's 3rd Army to 
maintain its impetus towards the Saar on one flank and would 
enable Montgomery to seize vital Channel supply ports on the 
other flank . 

Pursuing the broad plan, British 2nd Army took Brussels on 
September 3 and captured Antwerp with its port facilities intact 
the next day (maps I and 5) . On the right, Patton' s 3rd Army 
crossed the Meuse on August 30. On September 3, Eisenhower 
took over direct command of all ground troops, leaving 

Montgomery to concentrate on 21st Army Group. But Mont
gomery had decided on a bold plan, Operation Market Garden, 
to drop three airborne divisions to seize the bridges north from 
Antwerp along the Eindhoven-Arnhem road and thus to create 
a narrow 60-mile corridor along which 30th Corps could 
advance to turn the northern end of the Siegfried Line. The 
drops in mid-September were successful at Eindhoven and 
Nijmegen but British 1st Airborne Division was badly mauled 
at Arnhem. 

Operation Market Garden and the necessity for Canadian 
1st Army to clear the Channel ports delayed Montgomery in 
clearing the Scheldt estuary (map 2), which was necessary 
before the port of Antwerp could be used. Walcheren Island 
and the South Beveland Peninsula were not finally secured 
until November 8 and the estuary was not cleared of mines 
until November 26. 
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All ied positions Dec15,1944 - Front Line Dec15 
....... German defensive 'Hard Shoulders' 
_ Planned German counterattack 

Left: (1) Hitler's 
Ardennes offensive, 
which burst on US 
8th Corps on 
December 16, 
1944, taking the 
Allies completely by 
surprise. Hitler's 
aim was to split the 
British and 
Americans, cross 
the Meuse, as he 
had done in 1940, 
and head through 
Brussels to Antwerp. 

Below: Bastogne was the key to the Ardennes, a vital communications 
centre and the target for an all-out German attack. McAuliffe's 101st 
Airborne Division found itself trapped in the town and nearly gave up 
hope of emerging alive. When called on to surrender, McAuliffe's 
classic reply was 'Nuts! '. 
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Above: (3) The Allied counter-offensive that squeezed out the Bulge 
during January 1945. The small ' squeeze' was favoured rather than 
the 'big' solution, to sever the Bulge completely. With Montgomery's 
reserve standing behind the Meuse, US 1st Army and US 3rd Army 
worked their way towards Houffalize. 

Opposite page: (2) The German offensive was channelled between the 
Bastogne and St Vith sectors and finally stopped only four miles from 
the Meuse. 



The Battle of the Bulge 

Having captured Aachen on October 21 and breached the 
Siegfried Line, the Allies were preparing to advance to the 
Rhine when they were struck by Hitler's counter-offensive in 
the Ardennes, aimed at breaking through to Brussels and 
capturing Antwerp in a last-ditch repeat of his 1940 success. 

The Ardennes offensive opened on December 16, 1944, when 
poor visibility, low cloud, fog and snow hampered Allied aerial 
observation and capability. Eight Panzer divisions hit the 
weakest sector of the Allied line, the thinly-stretched US 8th 
Corps (map 1), taking it completely by surprise. As the 
Germans broke through 8th Corps and headed for the two 
important communications towns of St Vith and Bastogne 
(map 2) , US 5th Corps halted its own offensive in the north and 
blocked the spread of the offensive northwards, while US 4th 
Division attempted to block a southward leak of the offensive. 
Patton' s 3rd Army ceased its advance in the Saar and turned 
north towards the German left flank. 

To the west, Eisenhower committed his reserves, 82nd and 
10lst Airborne Divisions, still recovering from Operation 
Market Garden . Ridgway's 82nd Airborne moved to the 
northern flank and McAuliffe's 101st went in to Bastogne, 
where it was trapped by the advancing Germans . Standing 
between the Meuse and the two main objectives of the German 
advance, Brussels and Antwerp, Montgomery carefully began 
to organize his own reserves and Eisenhower put him in overall 
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command of the US troops north of the Bulge to hold the 
offensive until Patton was ready to strike from the south. 

Fierce resistance in the Bastogne and St Vith areas forced 
the Germans to advance on a narrow front between the 
American breakwaters but, on December 22, US 7th Armoured 
Division had to withdraw from St Vith. Launching their last 
offensive towards the Meuse, II Panzer Division were turned 
back only four miles from the river by US 2nd Armoured 
Division on December 25. This was the high-water mark of the 
German advance. Delays at St Vith and Bastogne had seriously 
affected German plans, which relied above all on speed. 

The US counter-offensive quickly gathered momentum (map 
3). On December 26, US 4th Armoured Division reached 
Bastogne, although the last German attack was not beaten 
back until January 3-4. US 1st and 3rd Armies linked up at 
Houffalize on January 16 and the Bulge had disappeared by 
the end of the month. With it went Hitler' s last reserve, his only 
hope for checking the Soviet spring offensive in the east. His 
gamble had failed , due partly to his inferiority in the air, partly 
to his own inability to adapt to the developing situation, partly 
to his failure to over-run .the Allied fuel depots quickly enough 
to replenish his tanks. Due also to the courage and determi
nation of the Americans who held out on the shoulders of the 
Bulge and in St Vith and Bastogne. The latter was one of the 
epic sieges of the war. On the Allied side, the offensive delayed 
operations by about six weeks. There were some 60,000 Allied 
and some 120,000 German casualties. 

To Aachen 
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As the Allies began to cross the 
Siegfried Line and head for the 
Rhine, the Gemulns were for the first 
time fighting on their own soil. They 
fought with great tenacity, 
particularly in the British sector, 
opposite the vital Ruhr. Operation 
Veritable (21st Army Group's drive to 
the Rhine) drew important German 
reserves from other sectors of the 
front, so that when Operation 
Grenade began (the drive by US 1st 
and 9th Army) the resistance had 
been considerably thinned out. 
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Above: An American infantryman advances 
through an already devastated village as 
Bradley's 12th Army Group advances to the 
Rhine. The impetus of the Allied thrust had 
been worn down by the Battle of the Bulge 
and some redeployment was required before 
the advance could continue with its former 
strength. 



Above: (1) The strategic situation in March 
1945: the Allies at the Rhine, the Russums on 
the Oder. 

Across the Rhine 

At the beginning of February 1945, the 
Allied flanks had reached the Rhine at 
Nijmegen in the north and Strasbourg in 
the south, but still had some way to go 
in the centre against stiff opposition and 
with little chance of finding the Rhine 
bridges intact (map 1). In the north, 
Crerar's Canadian 1st Army attacked 
south-east between the Maas and the 
Rhine through a maze of marshy rivers, 
while Simpson's US 9th Army attacked 
north-east across the Roer. The pincers 
met at Geldern on March 3 and within a 
week the last German bridgehead to the 
west of the Rhine vanished in this sector, 
opposite Wesel. 

Further south, Hodge's US' 1st Army 
reached Cologne on March 5, while Pat
ton's US 3rd Army and Patch's US 7th 
Army co-ordinated their advance to 
sweep through to the west bank of the 
Rhine. On March 7, units of US 1st 
Army unexpectedly found the bridge at 
Remagen still intact (maps I and 2). 
Hodge's swift exploitation of the oppor
tunity caused Eisenhower to make a 
southward shift in the emphasis of his 
attack, although the next crossing was 
not until March 22, when Patton's 3rd 
Army achieved a brilliant leap across the 
river at Nierstein. On March 23, Mont
gomery launched his major crossing on 
a 20-mile front near Rees and Emerlich. 
On March 24 US 9th Army started 
across at Dinslaken. By early April, the 
east bank of the Rhine was cleared. 
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Above: (2) The Allied crossings of the Rhine, March 1945. Having encountered stiff opposition 
to Operation Veritable, Montgomery approached the Rhine with caution. His Operation Plunder 
across the Rhine was a massive assault planned in detail, in contrast to the quick, imaginative 
advances of the Americans. Meanwhile, on the eastern front, just as the Allies were on the 
Rhine, the Russians were on the Oder, preparing for the advance to Berlin. 
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The Final Thrust to the Elbe 
At the end of March 1945, Roosevelt and 
Eisenhower, not wishing to become 
embroiled in European politics, decided 
not to race for Berlin, to the dismay of 
the British. The Allies were to halt their 
advance on the Elbe. The plan was for 
12th Army Group to advance towards 
Leipzig, while US 1st and 9th Armies 
encircled the Ruhr and British 2nd Army 
and Canadian I st Army covered the left 
flank of the main advance by moving 
north-east towards Hamburg (map 2) . 
Fearing a last-ditch National Redoubt in 
the German-Austrian Alps, Devers' 6th 
Army Group advanced south-east down 
the Danube . 

There were pockets of brave resistance 
but most German units were only too 
anxious to surrender to the western 
Allies rather than to the Russians. On 
March 25-27, US 1st Army advanced 
out of its Rhine bridgehead and joined 
3rd Army coming from the Oppenheim 
area. On April I, units of 9th and 1st 
Armies linked at Lippstadt, completing 
the encirclement of the Ruhr, where the 
last resistance ceased on April 18. By 
April 4, US 9th Army made an assault 
crossing of the Weser. The first units of 
US 9th Army reached the Elbe near 
Magdeburg on April 12. This was the 
point at which the Americans missed 
their chance to make a direct drive for 
Berlin, almost half way between them
selves and the Russians. 
British 2nd Army reached the Elbe by 
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Above: (1) The last offensive of Montgomery's 
21st Army Group,from the Rhine to the Elbe. 
Canodion 1st Army made a slow and painful 
advance through a series of parallel river 
barriers. 

the end of April and had cleared Holland 
and North Germany by May 7 (map I) . 
Patton' s 3rd Army occupied Linz on 
May 5 and units reached Pilsen on May 
6, when Patton was stopped from 
advancing to Prague. Formal surrenders 
were completed by May 8 and Schorner' s 
Army Group Centre laid down its arms 
on May 11. 

Below: US 3rd Army enters a concentration 
camp. The lucky few could still stand up and 
cheer. 
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Above: For the second time in her life this old 
lady watched the collapse of Germany. This 
time, Allied troops stormed across German 
soil. 
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the Elbe. Most of the Germanforces surrendered and towns greeted the 
Allies with whiteflags. Model's Army Group B was encircled in the 
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the Elbe, near Magdeburg, on Aprill2. The Russians could not 
understand why the Americans did not advance on Berlin at once. The 
decision was taken for military and political reasons. The Russians 
quickly took advantage of the delay . 
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The Key Bomber Raids against Germany 
Allied bombing of Germany began in spring 1940. With only 
limited cover by fighter escorts and with general targets at first, 
it had little effect on the German war effort. The bombing 
offensive was stepped up towards the end of 1943, with the 
precision bombing of the US 8th Air Force on specific targets 
whose destruction helped to shorten the war. Massive pin
point raids wrecked the fuel and supply systems of the Reich 
and shattered her economy. (Statistics compiled by IWM.) 

1940, May 15-16: RAF raid on the Ruhr 
First strategic air raid, by 99 planes, with night precision attack 
on oil plants and marshalling yards. Negligible damage. 
1940, December 16-17: RAF raid on Mannheim 
Inaccurate bombing in first night area raid on industrial city, to 
disrupt war production and break morale . 134 planes, 3 lost. 

This map shows the main Allied bombing targets in Europe between 
1942 and 1945. Unless otherwise specified, the cities listed below 
were general industrial targets. 

Key Allied Airbases 34. Lubeck 91 . Altenbecken 
A. Sunning hill Park 35. Hannover Neuenbecken 

(HQ US 9th Air Force) 36. Brunswick 92. Seelze 
B. High Wycombe 37. Magdeburg 93. Lehrte 

(HQ RAF Bomber 38. Oschersleben 94. Hameln 
Command / HQ US 8th (aircraft) 95. Paderborn 
Air Force) 39. Dessau 96. Bebra 

C. Bushy Park (aircraft) 97. Stendal 
(HQ US Strategic Air 40. Essen 98. Halle 
Force) 41 . Dortmund 99. Gera 

42. Duisburg 100. Breslau 
43. Dusseldorf 101 . Oppeln 
44. Cologne 102. Heydebreck 

1. Bordeaux 45. Bonn 103. Bohumin 
(U-boats) 46. Mbhne Dam 104. Minden 

2. La Pall ice 47. Wuppertal 105. Mulhouse 
(U-boats) 48. Eder Dam 106. Freiburg 

3. Lorient 49. Sorpe Dam 107. Offenburg 
(U-boats) 50. Kassel 108. Rastatt 

4. St Nazaire (aircraft) 109. Karlsruhe 
(U-boats) 51 . Leipzig 110. Heilbronn 

5. Nantes (aircraft) 111 . Treuchtlingen 
(aircraft) 52. Dresden 112. Pasing 

6. Brest 53. Liegnitz 113. Munich 
(U-boats) 54. Berlin 114. Rosenheim 

7. Le Mans 55. Rostock 115. Salzburg 
(aircraft) 56. Peenemunde 116. Strasshof 

8. Paris (V-bombs) 117. Wurzburg 
9. Rouen 57. Stettin 118. Mannheim 

10. Martinvast 58. Danzig 119. Darmstadt 
(V-bombs) (U-boats) 120. Mainz 

11 . Sottevast 59. Erfurt 121 . Bingen 
(V-bombs) 60. Gotha 122. Vienna 

12. Siracourt (ai rcraft) 123. Munster 
(V-bombs) 61. Schweinfurt 124. Wesseling 

13. Lottinghem (ball-bearings) 125. Reisholz 
(V-bombs) 62. Furth 126. Du lmen 

14. Mimovecques 63. Nuremberg 127. Gelsenkirchen 
(V-bombs) 64. Regensburg 128. Salzbergen 

15. Watten (aircraft) 129. Nienburg 
(V-bombs) 65. Augsburg 130. Farge 

16. Wizernes (aircraft) 131 . Heide 
(V-bombs) 66. Munich 132. Hitzacker 

17. Lille 67. Ulm 133. Dollbergen 
18. Brussels 68. Stuttgart 134. Derben 

(aircraft) 69. Ludwigshafen 135. Pbl itz 
19. Rotterdam 70. Saarbrucken 136. Salzgitter 
20. Amsterdam 71. Bochum 137. Lutzkendorf 

(aircraft) 72. Karlsruhe 138. Leuna 
21 . La Rochelle 73. Friedrichshafen 139. Ruhland 
22. Cherbourg 74. Chemnitz 140. Bbhlen 
23. Le Havre 75. Prague 141. Rositz 
24. Boulogne 76. Wiener Neustadt 142. Mblbis 
25. Dunkirk (aircraft) 143. Zeitz 
26. Metz 77. Frar.kfurt 144. Brux 
27. Emden 78. Hanau 145. Deschowitz 

(U-boats) 79. Aschaffenburg 146. Blechhammer 
28. Wilhelmshaven 80. Koblenz 147. Auschwitz 

(U-boats) 81. Oberlahnstein 148. Neuburg 
29. Vegesack 82. Giessen 149. Freiham 

(U-boats) 83. Siegen 150. Linz 
30. Bremen 84. Schwerte 151 . Moosbierbaum 

(aircraft) 85. Soest 152. Korneuburg 
31 . Hamburg 86. Hamm 153. Floridsdorf 
32. Flensburg 87. Lbhne 154. Schwechat 

(U-boats) 88. Osnabruck 155. Lobau 
33. Kiel 89. Rheine 156. Budapest 

(U-boats) 90. B.ielefeld 
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1942, March 28-29: RAF raid on Lubeck 
Night area raid including incendiary bombs. Extensive damage 
to houses and factories but production nearly normal after one 
week. 234 planes, 12 lost. 
1942, April 17: RAF raid on Augsburg 
Daylight precision raid on MAN diesel engine factory. Some 
damage but 7 out of 12 planes lost. No fighter cover. 
1942, May 30-3/: RAF raid on Cologne 
First 'Thousand Bomber' raid (1,046 bombers) destroyed half 
the city and made 40,000 homeless. Swift reconstruction . 
1942, August 17: 8th Air Force raid on Rouen 
No loss to 12 B-17s in US 8th AFs first daylight precision raid 
on Sotteville marshalling yards. Temporary target damage. 
1943, March 5-6: RAF raid on Essen 
First use of 'Oboe' radar device helped overcome industrial 
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haze in night area attack on Krupp works. Heavy damage. 442 
planes. 
11)43, May 16-17: RAF Dams raid 
Precision bombing by 19 Lancaster 'Dam Busters' . Mohne and 
Eder dams breached, Sorpe damaged . 8 planes lost. Severe 
floods and 1,000 drowned. No appreciable effect on war 
economy. 
1943, July 24 -25: RAF raid on Hamburg 
791 planes in night area raid on city centre confused German 
defences by dropping 'Window' (strips of tinfoil) . Extensive 
fires and residential damage . Heavy raids on nights of July 27, 
29 and August 2 left city in ruins. Estimated 42,000 killed. 
1943, October 14: 8th Air Force raid on Schweinfurt 
One of 16 Schweinfurt raids on ball-bearing works. 291 planes, 
60 lost and 138 damaged. Daylight raids curtailed thereafter. 

---. ••••• 

104 92 ~133 

94 

96 

1943, November 18-19: RAF raid on Berlin 
First of 16 mass raids on Berlin . 444 planes in night area raid. 
Damage believed to be heavy but planes hampered by distance, 
weather and the strength of the defences. 
1944, March 30-31: RAF raid on Nuremberg 
Bomber Command' s heaviest defeat. 795 planes, 95 lost and 71 
damaged, in night area raid on city centre. Lacked air superior
ity. 
1944, September 23 -24: RAF Canal raid 
Eleven 'Tallboy' bombs (12,000 lbs each) dropped in night 
precision raid by 141 planes on Dortmund-Ems Canal. Canal 
breached and six-mile section drained. 
1945, February 13-14: RAF raid on Dresden 
In the war' s most destructive, controversial European raid, 805 
planes caused a firestorm , killing 35,000-135,000 civilians. 
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The War in the Orient 
The Japanese war had its origins in Japan's search for the 
equivalent of Hitler's Lebensraum, the Greater East Asia Co
Prosperity Sphere. In July 1937, Japan invaded China and, in 
September 1940, Japanese forces moved into French Indo
China, in direct contradiction of American warnings. The 
Berlin- Rome- Tokyo Axis was formed on September 27, 1940 
and in October 1941 Tojo became premier and formed a 
militaristic government. 

The secret Japanese plans for a simultaneous attack against 
the US fleet at Pearl Harbor and against British Malaya, the 
American Philippines, and the Dutch East Indies were prepared 
in November 1941. To conceal their intentions, the Japanese 
continued negotiations in Washington over their presence in 
Indo-China even after their I Air Fleet, including six aircraft 
carriers, supported by battleships, heavy cruisers and sub
marines, had left the Kurile Islands in absolute secrecy on 
November 26 bound for Pearl Harbor. The Americans should 
have anticipated trouble, but they believed that any action 
would occur in Malaya or in the American Philippines. 

On December 7, 1941, Japanese planes caught Pearl Harbor 
completely by surprise (map below) . The US Pacific Fleet was 
crippled and it was only by sheer chance that the three US 
carriers, Enterprise, Lexington and Saratoga, were absent at the 
time of the attack. The Japanese moved on to Wake Island, 
which they attacked on December 8 and took on December 23. 
They also overwhelmed Guam on December 10. Britain, 
America and the Netherlands declared war on Japan on 
December 8, 1941. 

Before the attack on Pearl Harbor, Japan controlled the 
islands from Taiwan to the Kurile Island, as well as the 
Marianas, Caroline Islands, Marshall Islands and Bonin Islands. 
Guam and Wake were both occupied by Americans. Within six 
months of December 1941 , Japan had gained vast territories 
and the raw materials that went with them (map opposite) . 
Guam, Wake Island, the Philippines, French Indo-China, 
Burma, Thailand, Malaya, the Dutch East Indies, three-quar
ters of New Guinea and Papua, the Bismarck Archipelago and 
parts of the Solomon Islands and the Gilbert Islands were all in 
Japanese hands. Their plan to seize a wide perimeter by 
surprise attack had succeeded. Now they had to hold that 
perimeter. 
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The Conquest of Malaya and Singapore 

As one Japanese fleet made for Pearl Harbor, another made 
for southern Thailand and northern Malaya. At dawn, on 
December 8, 1941 , after intensive air attacks on RAF bases in 
Malaya and Singapore, three divisions of Yamashita's XXV 
Army landed on the Malay Peninsula and the Isthmus of Kra, 
while XV Army invaded Thailand from Indo-China (map 2). 
Japanese V and XVIII Divisions landed unopposed at Singora 
and Patani, while the Takumi Force fought its way ashore at 
Kota Bharu. 

Lieutenant-General Percival's garrison was ill-prepared, 
expecting any attack on Singapore to come from the sea and 
believing the jungle impenetrable. The Japanese demonstrated 
otherwise. On December 10, naval Force Z (which left Singa
pore on December 8 to intercept the Japanese convoys landing 
on the Peninsula) was attacked by Japanese aircraft. The 
battleship Prince of Wales and the battle-cruiser Repulse were 
sunk. 

The British were quickly forced back from their northern 
positions, outflanked by Japanese amphibious landings farther 

JAPANESE V AND XVIII DIVISIDNS LAND 
DEC 8; 1941 

down the coast. As the Takumi Force hugged the south-east 
coast, V and XVIII Divisions swept all western defences before 
them. They had crossed the Slim river by the first week of 1942. 
They took Kuala Lumpur on January 11. Australian 8th 
Division and 91st Indian Division reinforced the Muar river 
defences. By January 31 the last British and Empire -forces had 
withdrawn to Singapore Island, partly destroying the adjoining 
causeway. 

On February 8, after a feint across Pulau Ubin, the Japanese 
launched their main attack in the west (map I). Percival 
surrendered on February 15. 130,000 prisoners were taken and 
9,000 men killed. Yamashita had conquered Malaya and 
Singapore; Japanese attention had already turned north 
towards the conquest of Burma. 
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Above: (1) The atUlck on Singapore Island, 
February 7 -IS, 1942. A feini to the epst was 
followed by the 11Ulin atUlck in the west. 
Tengah airfield fell almost at once. When the 
reservoirs were also captured, Singapore 
quickly capitulated. 

Left: (2) The Japanese advance through 
Malaya, December I94I-January 1942. 
When Ya11Ulshita's divisions landed on 
December 8, the British were preparing to 
rush into Thailand to forestall any Japanese 
invasion. They were too late. Taken by 
surprise by the swiftness of the Japanese 
moves, the British soon lost what little air 
cover they had and were forced into retreat. 
The Japanese were provided with ample 
seaborne support as they drove down the coast 
and met no effective checks. 



The Fall of Hong Kong 
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The Japanese 38th Division launched its attack on the British colony of Hong Kong 
from the mainland of China ort the morning of December 8, 1941 (map I). The colony 
was not considered by the British to be of great strategic value and was clung to more 
for reasons of prestige and a determination to refuse the enemy the use of the 
harbour. The Japanese had a massive superiority in numbers over Maltby' s garrison 
and Maltby's only hope was that the Gindrinkers Line, barring the entrance to the 
New Territories, could briefly sustain the Japanese attacks. 

The five obsolete aircraft at Kai Tak airport were quickly destroyed on the ground, 
leaving the colony with no air defence at all. On the evening of December 9-10, the 
second evening of the campaign, the Japanese breached the Gindrinkers Line at what 
was supposedly its strongest point, the Shing Mun Redoubt (map 2). The British were 
forced to rapidly evacuate the New Territories. The evacuation was completed on 
December 13 and the Japanese at once ordered the surrender of the island, threatening 
a severe artillery and aerial bombardment. Maltby and the governor refused. 

After an intensive bombardment, the Japanese crossed Kowloon Bay on a wide 
front on the night of December 18-19, having sent a second demand for surrender on 
December 17, which had also been rejected. Despite dogged resistance and several 
counter-attacks, the British were forced back from the east and south of the island 
and their efforts steadily became less co-ordinated. Pushed remorselessly to the 
western end of the island, the British finally surrendered unconditionally in the 
afternoon of Christmas Day, December 25. Some 4,500 British and Indian soldiers 
were killed and some 6,500 more were taken prisoner. The Japanese suffered about 
2,750 casualties. 
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Above: (1) The area of the British colony of 
Hong Kong, showing the two main towns of 
Victoria on Hong Kong Island and Kowloon 
on the mainland, in the New Territories. 
Japan invaded December 8, 1941. 

Left: (2) The Japanese attack on Hong Kong, 
December 1941. The Gindrinkers Line was 
broken in the west at the Shing Mun Redoubt 
on the night of December 9-10. The 
defenders were outnumbered by about two
to-one and had no hope of reinforcement, 
although there were rumours that the Chinese 
were sending a relief force by land. Without 
any air cover of their own, they suffered from 
constant Japanese air and artillery 
bombardment. 

Above: Japanese soldiers in the captured city 
after the fall of Singapore. Nearly 140,000 
casualties were iTlflicted on the Allies. 

Below: The fight for Malacca, as the 
Japanese sweep down through Malaya. A 
Japanese attack clears a main street. But it 
was the jungle that provided the Japanese 
with their surprise approach. 
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Above: (1) Japanese grand strategy in Bur11Ul 
was a development of the campaign in 
Malaya. Having occupied the Kra Isthmus 
on December 8-10, 1941, the Japanese 
southern army had established a sufficiently 
secure position in Malaya to strike north into 
Bur11Ul,joining 55th Division from Thailand. 

Left: (2) The Japanese performed a brilliant 
series of outflanking moves to drive the British 
and Chinese from Bur11Ul in a four months 
campaign. It was a long and hard retreat for 
the British and a disaster for the Chinese 
forces . 

Right: Japanese infantrymen break cover and 
charge, as a 11Ulchine-gun crew prepare to 
support the attack. 

Far right, top: A Japanese 70-mm howitzer 
dismantled for the march. 

Far right, bottom: Japanese 70-mm howitzer 
in action in Bur11Ul. 



The Retreat through Burma 
The defences of Burma had been as much neglected by the 
British as those of Malaya and Singapore, for it was thought 
unlikely that Burma would ever be invaded overland. But 
Burma was important to Japanese strategy. Its occupation was 
necessary for the protection of the north-west flank of the 
Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere. The campaign in 
Burma was a triumph for the Japanese and a disaster for the 
British and Chinese. It involved the British army in the longest 
retreat in its history, all the way back to the Indian border. 

Japanese XV Army had entered Thailand on December 8, 
1941, and had occupied the country without much trouble. By 
mid-January, it was able to turn its attention to Burma. One 
detachment of XV Army seized an air-base at Victoria Point, 
at the southernmost tip of Burma, to cut off British air 
communications between India and Malaya. This detachment 
then moved north through Mergui and Tavoy to join the main 
invasion force, which attacked from Raheng on January 20, 
1942 (maps I and 2). 

In the last days of January, Hutton's under-strength, ill
equipped force of British, Burmese and Indian troops was 
driven out of Moulmein and had to retreat across the Salween. 
It was the beginning of a very long road. Re~reating further, 
across the Sittang, the force lost all its heavy equipment. 
Alexander arrived in Rangoon on March 5 and barely escaped 
when the Japanese occupied the city on March 8. The British 
garrison hastily withdrew. 

The British had already accepted an offer of help from 
Chiang Kai-shek, who sent his two under-strength 5th and 6th 

Armies as an expeditionary force under the command of his 
new American Chief-of-Staff, Stilwell. Alexander planned to 
hold the line between Prome and Toungoo, with the British 
Burma Corps (under Slim, from mid-March) on the right, 
Chinese 5th Army in the centre and Chinese 6th Army on the 
left. A renewed Japanese attack forced the Chinese to retreat. 
The British were forced to withdraw from Prome by the end of 
March, to avoid being cut off from their retreat to India. 

Slim and Stilwell were reinforced by Chinese 66th Army but 
this advantage was neutralized when the Japanese were also 
reinforced by two divisions from Malaya. The Japanese 
attacked the British Burma Corps at Yenangyaung in mid
April and Slim barely escaped encirclement as he fought 
desperately to protect the Yenangyaung oil-fields without 
success. At the same time, the Japanese hit Chinese 66th Army 
near Taunggyi, once again threatening the British left and rear. 
Lashio fell to the Japanese at the end of April and Alexander 
decided to abandon Mandalay. He withdrew across the Irra
waddy. 

Hard-pressed by the pursuing Japanese, Slim made a last 
stand at Kalewa in the middle of May and then withdrew across 
the Chindwin and over the border into India, while the scattered 
units of Chinese 5th and 6th Armies fended as best they could. 
The Japanese completed the conquest of Burma by May 15 and 
ceased pursuit partly because of the onset of the monsoon 
season. It was to be three years before Slim returned through 
Burma in pursuit of the Japanese and raced to seize Rangoon 
before another monsoon, three seasons later, threatened to 
deny him the prize he had to fight so long and patiently to 
recapture. 
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The Fall of the Dutch East Indies 
The Japanese took this area (map below) and the Philippines 
(map opposite) using units that were usually outnumbered by 
the defenders. These co-ordinated forces achieved their objec
tives within five months of Pearl Harbor. 

On January 10, 1942, the Allies in the south-west Pacific set 
up ABDA (American, British, Dutch, Australian) with Wavell 
as commander. On January 11, the Japanese Central and 

Eastern Forces attacked Tarakan and Manado. They controlled 
the Java and Flores Seas by February 10. Singapore surren
dered. Western Force landed on Sumatra at Bali and at Timor. 
Western and Eastern Forces combined to land on eastern Java, 
repelling Allied ships in the Battle of the Java Sea, February 
27 . The Dutch East Indies Government surrendered uncondi
tionally on March 8, 1942. 
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Match-box wbels 
circuwted by the 
Japanese as 
propaganda against the 
Allies; particuwrly 
against Churchill and 
Roosevelt. 

Japan Attacks the Philippines 
The Japanese took a calculated risk with 
their first landings on Luzon . The largest 
unit to open the campaign was only a 
regiment and Homma was given only two 
divisions in all from XIV Army with 
which to tackle eleven divisions of 
Americans and Filippinos commanded 
by MacArthur. The Japanese did, how
ever, have three times the number of 
aircraft and their troops were better 
trained and equipped than the Allies. 

Heavy air attacks on December 8, 
1941, and in the following two days 
crippled US air power by the time the 
Japanese landed in the north of the island 
at Vigan and elsewhere (map on right). 
A further Japanese detachment captured 
Legaspi in the extreme south. The main 
landings occured on December 22 in 
Lingayen Gulf (inset map). After estab
lishing a strong beach-head, the Japan
ese advanced south, meeting only limited 
pockets of stiff resistance. 

MacArthur realized that the Japanese 
assessment of his weakness was painfully 
accurate. He withdrew from Manila into 
the Bataan Peninsula on December 23 
and declared Manila an open city. The 
Japanese entered Manila on January 2, 
1942 and then confronted MacArthur at 
the northern end of the Bataan Penin
sula. The American forces held out for 
another three months in the peninsula. 
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The Battle of the Java Sea 
In February 1942, while MacArthur and the Japanese were 
stalemated in the Bataan Peninsula, the Japanese Western and 
Eastern forces were moving swiftly through the Dutch East 
Indies (see page 144). In a last desperate bid to stop the 
Japanese convoys reaching Java, Dutch Admiral Doorman 
attacked the Eastern force in the later afternoon of February 
27. The Japanese had an escort of two light and two heavy 
cruisers and 14 destroyers; they also had better co-ordination 
and communications. Doorman had the two Dutch light 
cruisers De Ruyter and Java, with the Exeter, Perth and 
Houston, six US destroyers and three other destroyers, the 
Encounter, Electra and Jupiter. His men were tired and his 
ships had not worked together before. 

Throughout the battle, the Japanese escort kept between 
Doorman's force and the convoy. An opening gunnery duel 
between the cruisers was followed by a Japanese torpedo attack 
which failed (map I). The first major casualty was the Exeter, 
put out of action by an 8-inch shell. The second torpedo attack 
sank the Kortenaer. Doorman counter-attacked and lost the 
Electra (map 2). Both sides withdrew. Doorman tried again to 
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Above: (1) Doorman's cruisers and destroyers engage the Japanese 
escort force of the invasion convoy. The first Japanese torpedo attack 
failed. Exeter was severely damaged by shellfire. The second torpedo 
attack sank the destroyer Kortenaer. 
Below: (3) Jupiter, Java and De Ruyter were sunk in the night action. 
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get round the Japanese force to attack the convoy but failed. 
He sent his US destroyers back to Surabaya. At 2125 hours, 
the Jupiter suddenly blew up (map 3), possibly after hitting a 
mine. The remaining destroyer Encounter was detached to pick 
up survivors from the Kortenaer. Just before 2300 hours, 
Doorman's cruisers engaged the Japanese cruisers Nachi and 
Haguro. The Java was hit and sank immediately. Two minutes 
later, Doorman's own De Ruyter was hit and sank within two 
hours. Perth and Houston withdrew to Batavia. 

From Batavia, Perth and Houston sailed again and attempted 
to slip through the Sundra Strait. They ran straight into the 
Japanese Western Force, which was disembarking its troops. 
The two cruisers attacked at once and inflicted heavy damage 
on the Japanese destroyers and transports on the evening of 
February 28, but both cruisers were sunk. Meanwhile, after 
quick repairs in Surabaya, the Exeter sailed again, also on 
February 28, with the Encounter and Pope. The ships were 
sighted by the Japanese at approximately 0930 hours on March 
I. All three ships were sunk. Of Doorman's original force, only 
four US destroyers managed to escape to Australia. Uncondi
tional surrender of the Dutch East Indies was agreed on March 
8, 1942. 
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Above: (2) Electra is sunk and Haguro hit by Perth. Both sides draw 
off after Doorman fails to manoeuvre round the escort to reach the 
Japanese convoy. 
Below: The end of the Exeter. Damaged on February 27, she was 
repaired in Surabaya and put to sea the next day only to be sunk. 
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The Raid on Ceylon 

The swift victory of the Japanese in the Dutch East Indies 
opened their way to the Indian Ocean (map 4) , where the 
island of Ceylon became of crucial strategic importance. An 
Eastern Fleet was built up under the command of Admiral 
Somerville although most of its capital ships were old. Against 
them, the Japanese deployed their most powerful naval force, 
I Air Fleet, under Nagumo, with a raiding force under Ozawa. 
Somerville's plan was to protect Ceylon while avoiding a fleet 
action. 

On April 2, 1942, Somerville ordered the majority of his 
fleet to return to Addu Atoll in the Maldives to refuel , thinking 
that the Japanese had postponed their attack. He sent only the 
heavy cruisers Dorsetshire and Cornwall to Colombo and the 
light aircraft carrier Hermes to Trincomalee. On April 4, the 
Japanese were sighted and a fighter-bomber force struck 
Colombo at dawn on April 5, before Somerville could intercept. 
Dorsetshire and Cornwall were caught at sea and sunk. Trin
comalee was the next target, with the Hermes, a destroyer and 
several other ships falling victim. Nagumo then withdrew; so 
did Ozawa's raiding force, which had destroyed 23 ships. The 
Eastern Fleet was also withdrawn. 
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The Invasion of Madagascar 
After the Japanese attack on Ceylon, it seemed to the British 
that the next Japanese objective might well be the island of 
Madagascar, part of the Vichy French Empire and an excellent 
base for the Japanese from which to cut the Allied supply route 
round the Cape of Good Hope. 

A substantial Combined Operations raid was launched in 
May, 1942 (map 5). The first landings were made on May 5 at 
Diego Suarez in the north of the island. This objective was 
taken within two days but continued fear of a Japanese base on 
the island kept the force on the alert. On the night of May 30, 
a Japanese midget submarine torpedoed an oiler, which sank, 
and the battleship Ramillies, which had to be docked at Durban 
for repairs. It was decided to over-run the rest of the island. 

The Vichy French proved tough to beat (just as they had 
shown surprising resistance to the attempted landings at Dakar, 
on the west coast of Africa, in September 1940). The Mada
gascar operation was renewed four months after the first 
landings. The Vichy French Governor surrendered at Fort 
Dauphin on November 5, 1942. 
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IndiGn Ocean, April 1942, and the positions 
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Above right: (5) Combined Operations raid on 
Madagascar, May 1942, and the clearing 
operation, September to November. 

Right: The end of the old, lightweight carrier 
Hermes, off Trincomalee, April 1942. The 
two heavy cruisers, Dorsetshire and 
Cornwall were also lost. Japanese planes, 
launched from carriers, proved their 
superiority. 
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Left: (1) The Ba/mln Peninsulll was believed 
by the Americans to be easily defensible. 
Large quantities of ammunition and fuel had 
been stored there. The Americans resisted the 
first Japanese rush but were forced back to 
their rear banle position at the end of 
January, after which there was stalemate 
until thefinal Japanese assault in early April. 

Right: The end of Corregidor and the 
Philippines campaign as men of the Allied 
garrison swarm out of Malinta Tunnel in 
surrender. Some 15,000 American and 
Filippino troops surrendered to a IIlnding 
force of 1,000 Japanese. 

Below: General Dougllls MacArthur 
commanded the defence of Bataan and 
Corregidor until replllced by Wainwright on 
March 12. Having been US Chief-of-Staff, 
he retired in 1935 to become advisor to the 
Philippine Government. When Filippino 
armed forces were incorporated into the US 
forces in July 1941, Roosevelt nominated 
MacArthur as C-in-C. He Wer assumed 
command of Alliedforces in the Pacific 
Theatre. 

Below: (3) The islllndfortress ofCorregidor was believed to be invulnerable; the 'Gibraltar of the 
East'. After months of bombardment, the Japanese lIlunched a determined assault and took the 
islllnd within twelve hours of establishing a beach-head. The defenders were forced back to the 
Malinta Tunnel. 
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The Conquest of Bataan and Corregidor 

MflcArthur withdrew into the Bataan Peninsula on December 
23, 1941, after the Japanese had swept through the north and 
south of Luzon. He had with him 80,000 troops in Bataan, 
securely situated behind strong defensive lines based on Mount 
Santa Rosa in the north of the peninsula. 

The first main Japanese attack on these defences was an 
impetuous rush on January 9, 1942 (map 1). There were heavy 
casualties on both sides but the Japanese were rebuffed. Two 
days later, an attempt to outflank the line was also repulsed. It 
was not until January 23 that the Japanese succeeded in 
exerting enough pressure on the eastern sector of the line to 
force the Americans back to their reserve line, running across 
the peninsula from Bagac to Orion. 

More than once, in the last week of January, the Japanese 
attempted amphibious landings against the south-west coast of 
Bataan, but two Japanese battalions were destroyed on their 
beach-heads. Almost two months of stalemate followed, during 
which both exhausted sides suffered from disease and insuffi
cient food. MacArthur was flown out from his headquarters on 
Corregidor on March 12 and replaced by General Wainwright. 

By April 3, the Japanese had been reinforced sufficiently to 
launch another attack, preceded by a heavy artillery bombard
ment. On April 4, they .forced a way through the centre of the 
line and turned the flank of 2nd Corps. By April 7, they had 
penetrated four miles beyond the line and both I st and 2nd 
Corps had to retreat rapidly. The forces on Bataan finally 
surrendered on April 9. More than 70,000 were forced to make 
the 65-mile-Iong 'death march' from Mariveles north to San 
Fernando. Only about 2,000 escaped to Corregidor. 

Japanese aircraft had made their first heavy raid on the island 
fortress of Corregidor on December 29, 1941 (map 2). On 
January 1, 1942, with MacArthur trapped in the Bataan 
Peninsula and the prospect of a siege increasing daily, the 
garrison was put on half rations. From the end of March, the 
Japanese began a regular artillery bombardment of the island, 
which increased after the surrender in Bataan on April 9. By 
the end of the month, most of the defenders' own artillery had 
been destroyed by enemy fire. The Japanese launched their 
attack on May 5 and established a beach-head at North Point 
(map 3). The last defence in the Malinta Tunnel area was 
broken on May 6 and the survivors were forced to surrender. 
The 'invulnerable fortress' had fallen. 
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The Battle of the Coral Sea 
The two naval battles that halted Japanese expansion in May 
and June, 1942, were in the Coral Sea and at Midway. Midway 
offered a base within striking distance of Hawaii; the Coral Sea 
was the gateway to Port Moresby, control of which would have 
enabled the Japanese to isolate Australia. Vice-Admiral 
Inouye had overall command of Operation 'MO': the Port 
Moresby Invasion Group of 11 transports ; a smaller Invasion 
Group for setting up a seaplane base at Tulagi ; a Support 
Group to create a base in the Louisiades; a Covering Group, 
with the carrier Shoho, four heavy cruisers and a destroyer, to 
cover the Tulagi and Port Moresby landings; and a Striking 

At 1100 hours on May 7, planes from York town and 
Lexington located the Covering Group and bombed the Shoho, 
which sank later. Takagi's Striking Force launched an air attack 
on Force 17 on the night of May 7-8. This failed and the 
majority of his aircraft were shot down. The next morning, 
shortly after 0800 hours, both forces located each other. In the 
ensuing air strikes, the Shokaku was disabled and the Lexington 
was severely hit. She was later abandoned and had to be sunk 
by torpedoes. The Japanese abandoned any immediate attempt 
on Port Moresby. They were to try again by land two-and-a
half months later. 

Force, under Takagi, with the carriers Shokaku and Zuikaku , --P-H-I-L-I-P-P-IN-E-------------------....., 

to counter US opposition (maps 1 and 2). ISLANDS 

Nimitz, C-in-C US Pacific Fleet, directed Fletcher' s Task 
Force 17, with the carrier Yorktown, to be joined by Fitch' s ' 
Task Force 11, with the carrier Lexington, and Crace' s Task 
Force 44, with Australian and US cruisers and destroyers, all 
to be in the Coral Sea on May 4. But the Japanese attack began 
on May 3, with the occupation of Tulagi. After striking at the 
landings with Yorktown ' s planes on May 4, Fletcher turned 
south and joined the Lexington . Throughout May 5 and 6, the 
opposing forces searched for each other without success. On 
May 7, the Japanese located Crace' s Force 44, which had 
moved up to harass the Port Moresby Invasion Group. An 
unsuccessful air attack was made on Crace at 1358 hours. Two 
hours earlier, another Japanese air strike had sunk the destroyer 
Sims and damaged the tanker Neosho to the south. 
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Left, upper map: (1) Japanese strategy in the 
South Pacific: an attempt to outflank New 
Guinea and seize Port Moresby, from which 
the Japanese hoped to isolate Australia. While 
the Invasion Group took the transports to Port 
Moresby, the Carrier Striking Force was to 
cruise into the Coral Sea, past the Solomon 
Isklnds and ward off any US interference. 

Left, lower map: (2) The manoeuvres of the 
Japanese and US forces in the Coral Sea 
between May 3 and 8, 1942. The Japanese 
klnded on Tuklgi but the Invasion Group for 
Port Moresby was recaUed before it reached 
the Jomard Passage. The Japanese lost the 
carrier Shohofrom their Covering Group, 
while Force 11 lost the carrier Lexington. It 
was the first victory for the US in the Pacific. 

Above: A Japanese photograph of the action in the Coral Sea, showing the heavy cruisers of 
Fletcher's Task Force 17 taking evasive action in the face of Japanese air atUlck. For the four or 
five days of the battle, no ship on either side made visual contact with an enemy ship. The battle 
was fought from the air. 

Left: Lexington's 40 mmflak crews hit back at a Japanese air strike. 

Left: The Lexington being abandoned by her 
crew, as a destroyer comes alongside to assist. 
Lexington and Yorktown were attacked at 
1118 hours on May 8. At 1120 hours, 
Lexington was hit by a torpedo but continued 
to receive aircraft on her deck. At 1247, there 
was a major explosion on board the 
Lexington and at 1710 she was abandoned. 

Below: The Lexington wasfinally blown up 
and sunk by torpedoes from the destroyer 
Phelps at 1956 hqurs on May 8. The 
Americans suffered heavier ship losses than 
the Japanese in the battle but, in return, the 
Japanese suffered greater loss of aircraft. 
Their strategic pkln was destroyed. 
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The Battle of Midway 
Wrongly believing that the Yorktown as well as the Lexington 
had gone down in the Coral Sea and that the Hornet and 
Enterprise, had remained in the South Pacific after covering 
the battle, Admiral Yamamoto, C-in-C Japanese Combined 
Fleet, saw his chance to attack Midway while it was apparently 
undefended. A northern force was to launch a diversionary 
attack on the Aleutian Islands, drawing off US ships, while 
three other forces attacked Midway and drew any remaining 
US ships onto their big guns : these were Nagumo' s First Carrier 
Strike Force, with the Kaga, Akagi, Soryu and Hiryu, the 
Midway Occupation Force and a powerful Main Force with 7 
battleships. 

Nimitz had advance warning of Yamamoto's plan . Fletcher' s 
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Task Force 17, with Yorktown, and Spruance's Task Force 16, 
with Hornet and Enterprise, were already at sea when the 
attack on the Aleutians began on June 3. The US Task Forces 
tried to make contact with Nagumo's Strike Force, while 
avoiding the Japanese Main Force. At 0430 hours on June 4, 
1942, Nagumo launched what he hoped would be his only air 
strike against Midway, to soften the island for the Occupation 
Force landings. The strike hit Midway at 0616 hours (map, 
position 1). US land-based planes suffered heavy losses but 
forced the Japanese to prepare for a second strike. While 
Nagumo was organizing this, his Zero fighters repelled an 
attack by US bombers from Midway. At 0820, Nagumo received 
news of the carrier force to the north-east. He changed 
direction to meet this new threat (map, position 2),. causing the 
first US carrier strike to miss its target. The US dive-bombers 



from Hornet turned south and the fighters ran out of fuel. At 
0930 (map, position 3) and 1015 (map, position 4), torpedo
bombers struck Nagumo's force but lacked fighter cover and 
suffered heavily from the Zeros. At 1030, when Nagumo's 
decks were crowded with planes ready for their second strike 
at Midway, dive-bombers from all three US carriers struck 
(map, position 5) . Within five minutes, the Kaga, Akagi and 
Soryu were sunk. The Hiryu counter-attacked and hit the 
Yorktown (map, position 6), which was abandoned and later 
sunk by a submarine. Aircraft from the Enterprise continued 
to attack the Hiryu (map, position 7) , which was scuttled the 
next day. The US force withdrew before Yamamoto' s Main 
Force. The initiative in the Pacific, both at sea and in the air, 
had passed from the Japanese to the Americans. 

Right: After 
surviving the Coral 
Sea, Yorktown was 
crippled at Midway. 
Hit by dive-bombers 
from Hiryu, her 
fuel tanks were torn 
open andftooding 
caused a 26-degree 
list. Abandoned, she 
was reboarded the 
next day and taken 
in tow. Two days 
later, a Japanese 
submarine 
torpedoed and sank 
her. 

Left: The action between the US carriers and 
Nagumo's Strike Force, which opened with 
an air strike against Midway and concluded 
with the loss of all four Japanese carriers and 
the Yorktown. 

Below: Akagi takes evasive action as 35 US 
dive-bombers arrive unseen and infive 
minutes destroy three Japanese carriers. 
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The War in New Guinea 
Frustrated by their failure to take Port Moresby from the sea 
[after their defeat in the Battle of the Coral Sea in early May, 
1942 (page 150)1 the Japanese were still determined to win this 
important base. From it they would be able to isolate Australia 
and secure their own defensive perimeter. Little more than two 
months later, therefore, they launched a bold attempt to take 
Port Moresby by an overland route, striking across the island 
from the north (map 1). 

On the night of July 21-22, elements of Horii' s XVIII Army 
landed at Buna and Gona (map 2) and advanced inland up the 
narrow Kokoda Trail into the Owen Stanley Mountains that 
formed a ridge down the centre of the island. Pushing back 
American and Australian opposition, Horii seized the key 
passes over the range by August 12 and continued to advance 
against increasingly stiff resistance. He was within 30 miles of 
his objective by the second half of September, when at last he 
was halted by the Australians, who were backed by local air 
superiority. The Japanese were gradually driven back over the 
mountains. 

Horii' s withdrawal was partly under Allied pressure and 
partly under defensive instructions from his superiors. His 
retreat was not a rout. By November 1942, Horii had established 

B;ak NEW GUINEA 
Admlraltv Is. 

Above: (1) Pap/Ul-New Guinea. Port Moresby 
offered the perfect base from which the 
Japanese might apply pressure on Australia, 
across the Torres Strait. 

a jungle fortress around Buna and Gona, where he had 
originally landed. Untrained in this type of warfare, tired out , 
ridden with disease, short on artillery and rations, the Austra
lians and Americans were soon bogged down, unable to prise 
the Japanese from their dug-in positions on the edge of the 
jungle. MacArthur drove his local commander ruthlessly. 'Bob,' 
he told Robert Eichelberger, ' I want you to take Buna, or not 
come back alive.' 

Eichelberger set about restoring the men's morale and on 
December 9 the Australians on the Allied left stormed Gona. 
It was not until the fourth week in January 1943 that a 
combined frontal attack and flanking movement along the 
north-east coast of the peninsula finally enabled the Allies to 
capture Buna as well. 

MacArthur then turned his attention north-west, to lever the 
Japanese out of the ' tail' of New Guinea (map 3). His immediate 
objectives were the key Japanese airfield at Lae and control of 
the coastline facing New Britain so that Rabaul could be 
isolated. At the end of January 1943, an airlift to Wau (map 4) 
threatened the Japanese in Salamaua, which was not finally 
taken until September 12. Lae fell four days later. Co-ordinated 
land and sea attacks continued along the Huon Peninsula. By 
the end of the year, the Allies had landed on New Britain. 

Below: (2) July-November 1942. The 
Japanese advance along the Kokoda Trail and 
the Allies counter-attack. 

Above: Japanese reinforcements climbing up the Kokoda Trailfrom Buna and Gona in the We 
summer of 1942. They were within 30 miles of Port Moresby before they were stopped by the 
Australians and Americans. 

SOLOMON SEA 

Gulf of Papua 
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Below: Australian troops climbing up the southern end of the Kokoda Trail to counter the 
Japanese offensive. In September and October 1942 they began to prove for thefirst time that 
they were equal to the Japanese in the jungle. 



Above: (3) Papua-New Guinea 1942-43. Once the Allies had prised 
the Japanese out of Buna, Gona and Sanananda, they advanced 
north-west to recapture the airport at Lae and to clear the coastline 
opposite New Britain. It took them nearly a year of dogged fighting to 
flush the Japanese out of the Huon Peninsula. 

Right: (4) Australian and American landings 
and attacks in north-east New Guinea during 
1943. 

January 22: The AUies prepare for the drive 
to the north-west. January 29: Japanese 
begin retreat from Wau, at the head of the 
Bulldog Track. 

February-March: Allied transport problems 
and lack of aircraft force a halt. March 3: 
Allied air strikes neutralize the main Japanese 
airfield at Lae. May: Australians begin attacks 
against the Japanese forces holding Lae. 
June-July: Japanese eventually retreat on 
Mount Tambu. August 12-16: Australians 
encircle Mount Tambu. August '19: Japanese 
abandon Mount Tambu. September 4-5: 
Allied landings prepare the way for the 
capture of Lae. September 11-12: Allies 
capture Salamaua. September 15-16: Allies 
capture Lae. September 22: Allies begin 
co-ordinated land and sea attacks on Huon 
Peninsula. October 2: Australian troops 
capture Finschhafen on Huon Peninsula. 
December 25: Allies cross to New Britain. 

\.~ 

Milne Bay 

AUSTRALIA 

Territory occupied by Japanese forces December 1942 

Above: American 37-mm anti-tank gun crew in action on the beach 
near Buna, in the long and painful battle to drive the Japanese out of 
their beach-head and to recover Buna, Gona and SananancUJ. Driven 
hard by MacArthur, who showed little sympathy for their suffering in 
the appalling conditions, the Allies rapidly learnt from their experiences 
and showed themselves to be a match for the fanatically determined 
Japanese. 
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Above: (1) The six-month battle for 
Guadalcanal, showing the repeated Japanese 
attempts to prise US 1st Marine Division from 
their hold on the crucial Henderson Field. 
The Americans were once more on the 
offensive, eight months to the day after the 
disaster at Pearl Harbor. 

Right: A US platoon crosses the River Lunga, 
which ran through the Marine defence 
perimeter in their beach-head at Henderson 
Field. Disease and tropical storms added to 
the difficulties faced by the Americans in their 
hard-won struggle. 

The Fight for Guadalcanal 
News that the Japanese were constructing a vital airfield on 
Guada1canal in the summer of 1942 hastened the Allied plans 
to move back into the southern Solomons. On August 7, 1942, 
an amphibious force landed Vandergrift's reinforced 1st Marine 
Division on Guada1canal (map I). The marines achieved 
tactical surprise on the main island, at Tenaru, but encountered 
stiff opposition on the neighbouring islands of Tulagi and 
Gavutu. All landings were successfully achieved by August 8 
and Henderson Field was abandoned by the Japanese. 

On August 8-9, Japanese vessels forced the marine transport 
ships to withdraw and on August 18 the first Japanese reinforce
ments landed at Taivu. This was a regiment commanded by 
Colonel Ichiki. The marines had received their first aircraft by 
the time Ichiki launched his attack on August 21 across the 
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Tenaru river and they were able to counter-attack and drive 
Ichiki' s regiment into the sea. Ichiki committed hara-kiri . 

On September 7, US marine raiders attacked the Japanese 
base at Taivu, captured stores and equipment and gained 
intelligence of an impending Japanese attack, which was 
launched on September 12- 14 by General Kawaguchi and 
beaten back with heavy Japanese losses. The Japanese rushed 
in reinforcements to Tenaro, west of Henderson Field, during 
September and October. These included 11 Division and the 
headquarters of XVII Army. Vandergrift's exhausted 1st 
Marines were meanwhile reinforced by US 7th Marines and 
I64th Infantry Regiment. 

General Maruyama's planned attack on Henderson Field 
was delayed by a Japanese naval setback off Cape Esperance 
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but on October 23-24 he launched two attacks to the south. 
These attacks were not properly co-ordinated and the marines 
were able to defeat them piecemeal. Maruyama suffered 3,500 
casualties. In early December, 14th Army Corps replaced the 
battle-weary marines. Appalled by their own losses, the Jap
anese were beginning to plan their withdrawal from Guadal
canal by the end of the month. By February 9, the 'Tokyo 
Express' removed the remnant of XVII Army. The marines 
had won an outstanding victory, both in psychological and 
material terms. They had proved that the Japanese could be 
beaten and they had denied them an important air base. The 
Allies now stood ready to advance up the chain of Japanese
held islands. 

• NEW ZEALAND 

The Pacific Drive 

Once Japanese attention focused on consolidating their swiftly
won empire, the Allies turned their own attention to the 
recapture of the Pacific Islands, which would end, they hoped, 
in the defeat of Japan. 

MacArthur (South-West Pacific Area) was to outflank the 
fortress of Rabaul and approach the Philippines from the south . 
Halsey (South Pacific Area) was to co-operate with MacArthur 
in isolating Rabaul and to drive north-west from Guadalcanal 
along the Solomon Islands. Nimitz (Central and North Pacific 
Areas) was to feed adequate resources to the other two 
commanders while supervising the central drive . The final 
attacks on the Japanese homeland were to come from the 
Philippines through Okinawa, from the Marianas through Iwo 
Jima and from the Aleutians. 
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(1) Savo Island, August 8-9, 1942. (2) Eastern Solomons, August 23, 1942. (3) Cape 
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in the four naval actions. 
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1.BATTLE OF SAVO ISLAND 

Vincennes.Quincy. ~'-~ ~ 
Astoria and Canberra 

2. BATTLE OF EASTERN SOLOMONS 

Aircraft-carrier Ryujo ~ 
Destroyer , Mutsuki 

"""'"-
3.BATTLE OF CAPe ESPERANCE 

Stewart I~" Destroyer , Duncan ~ Destroyer, Fubuk i "'-
Cruiser, Furutaka ~ 

4 . 

VANGUARD GROUP 

~ Santa Cruz. 30 miles 

Guadalcanal: the Sea Battles 
The naval actions that took place in the Solomon Islands at the 
same time as the Marine landings on Guada1canal played an 
important part in the fortunes of the opposing sides between 
August and November 1942. The first action took place near 
Savo Island on the night of August 8-9 (map I). Vice-Admiral 
Mikawa's cruisers, intending to attack US transports unloading 
off Guada1canal, encountered Crutchley's cruiser force patrol
ling the approaches around Savo Island. Mikawa slipped past 
Crutchley's outlying destroyers in the dark and disabled the 
cruisers Canberra and Chicago. Turning north-east, Mikawa 
crippled the cruisers Vincennes, Quincy and Astoria; he then 
withdrew, leaving four cruisers sinking. 

The Japanese attempted to run supplies to reinforce their 
troops on Guada1canal, supported by the carriers Ryujo, 
Shokaku and Zuikaku, but on August 23 these ran into 
Fletcher's Task Force 61, patrolling east of the Solomons (map 
2). Fletcher launched an air strike but the Japanese reversed 
course rapidly. Fletcher sighted the Ryujo again and sank her. 
The Enterprise was subsequently disabled in a counter-strike. 
Both carrier forces withdrew but the Japanese Transport Group 
continued towards Guada1canal. Dive-bombers from Hender
son Field hit the Jintsu and Kenryu Maru on August 25. The 
destroyer Mutsuki was sunk later. The Japanese stopped 
daytime reinforcement runs and concentrated instead on the 
'Tokyo Night Express' from Bougainville. 

On the night of October 11-12, off Cape Esperance, at the 
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4. BATTLE OF SANTA CRUZ 

Aircraft-carrier, Hornet ~ 

northern end of Guada1canal (map 3), a US supply convoy 
escorted by Scott's cruiser squadron encountered a Japanese 
convoy, also with a cruiser squadron, coming down 'The Slot', 
the narrow channel between the eastern and western Solomons 
(see map 2 for 'The Slot'). In the confusion of sudden contact 
at night, the Japanese Aoba and Furutaka were severely 
damaged and the US destroyer Duncan was sunk. The Japanese 
withdrew, damaging the cruiser Boise and losing the destroyer 
Fubuki. 

Later in the month, General Maruyama planned a major 
attack on Henderson Field, to be supported by planes from the 
Japanese Combined Fleet north of Guada1canal. On October 
24, US Task Forces 16 (Enterprise) and 17 (Hornet) were 
ordered to patrol the area around the Santa Cruz Islands to 
intercept Japanese forces approaching Guada1canal (map 4). 
The clash came on the 26th. As the Japanese launched their 
first strike from the Zuiho, Shokaku and Zuikaku at 0658 
hours and prepared for their second strike, dive-bombers from 
the Enterprise disabled the Zuiho. Between 0730 and 0815, 
Enterprise and Hornet launched three small strikes and at 0822 
Shokaku and Zuikaku launched their second strike. At 0915 
hours, the first Japanese strike hit the Hornet. At 0930 hours, 
the Shokaku was severely damaged by US dive-bombers. It 
was the turn of the Enterprise to be hit by the Japanese second 
strike. The US force then withdrew, leaving the Hornet a 
burning hulk which was later sunk by the Japanese. US ships 
had suffered heavily but so had Japanese air crews. 



Above: (1) '1st Guadalcanal', November 12-13, 1942. 

Above; (2) '2nd Guadalcanal', November 14-15, 1942. 

Below: (3) The Battle of Tassafaronga, November 30,1942, the last 
major clash around Guadalcanal. The Japanese had shown incredible 
determination in pushing their supplies down 'The Slot' for four 
months in their attempts to reinforce the garrison in Guadalcanal. The 
battle for the island had cost both sides heavily, in men and in ships. 

Guadalcanal: the Final Actions 
Despite the terrible losses suffered by Maruyama's land forces 
in their attacks on Henderson Field toward the end of October 
1942, the Japanese seemed determined to hang on to Guadal
canal. During November, Japanese reinforcements were still 
being sent in to the island, while US cruisers tried desperately 
to intercept them. On the night of November 12-13, Calla
ghan' s cruisers and destroyers blundered into Abe' s squadron of 
battleships, cruisers and destroyers, which was acting as cover 
for a troop transport convoy (map I) . In the confused fighting 
that followed, four US cruisers were crippled (Juneau and 
Atlanta later sank) and four destroyers sunk. Callaghan himself 
was killed aboard the San Francisco . The Japanese Akatsuki 
was also sunk and next morning the battleship Hiei was hit by 
torpedo-bombers and scuttled. The US cruiser force was 
eliminated but the Japanese troops were prevented from 
landing. 

At dawn on November 14, a Japanese cruiser squadron 
bombarding Henderson Field was attacked by US torpedo
bombers. One cruiser sank. US planes also struck at a Japanese 
convoy in 'The Slot' and sank seven transports. Kond() then 
moved up to bombard Henderson and cover the remaining 
transports with one battleship, four cruisers and nine destroyers. 
He was intercepted by Lee' s US Task Force 64 (two battleships, 
four destroyers) at 2300 hours on the night of the 14th (map 2). 
In a brief action, the US destroyers Preston and Walke were 
sunk and the Gwin and Benham retired damaged. The battle
ship South Dakota was put out of action but the Washington 
sank the battleship Kirishima and one destroyer and dispersed 
the other destroyers. 

On November 30, at the Battle of Tassafaronga (map 3), 
eight destroyers under Tanaka were surprised by Wright' s force 
of cruisers and destroyers. Radar contact was made with the 
Japanese at 2306. When Wright finally opened fire, Tanaka 
turned to attack. The destroyer Takanami was sunk but in turn 
the Japanese sank the cruiser Northampton and severely 
damaged three more cruisers. Although the Japanese had once 
again shown their superiority at night-fighting, this was the last 
major clash before they pulled out of Guadalcanal. 

Below: Comparative losses in the threefinal actions. Throughout the 
four months of the naval actions, between August and November, the 
Japanese had shown themselves masters of night:fighting and the 
Americans had so far failed to make the best use of their one potential 
advantage, the radar that was later to be of such service to them. 

ALLIED LOSSES JAPANESE LOSSES 

1st BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL (November 12/13) 

Destroyers,Cushing. Laffey. Destroyers, Akatsuki 
Barton and Monssen ~ '-"""-....... and Yudachi .............. 

Cru isers , Atlanta and Juneau ~~ Battlesh ip, Hiei ~ 

2nd BATTLE OF GUADALCANAL (November 14/15) 

Destroyers, Walke. Preston 
and Benham '--'-'-

Destroyer,Ayanami '"'

Battleship, Kirishima ~ 

BATTLE OF TASSAFARONGA (November 30) 

Cruiser, Northampton ~ Destroyer, Takanami ...... 
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Above: Through the Solomons, from Guadalcanal to Bougainville, February-December 1943. The island-hopping operations were planned to 
capture key air bases ahead of the adva1lce and to strangle isolated islands while the build-up continued. 

Below: By August 1943, the north-east and south-east outposts of the 
Japanese Empire had been driven in. 
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Below: Fighting through the Solomons, the Allies move inland from the 
beaches. The going was often made all the more difficult by calf-deep 
seas of mud in the plantations. 
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The Battle for the Solomons 
Guadalcanal was only the beginning of the battle for the 
Solomon Islands. Further advance along the island chain to 
seal off Rabaul from the south-east set the pattern for ensuing 
operations in the Pacific War. Key air bases were seized by 
outflanking moves, to provide an overlapping system of con
trolled air space. Intermediate enemy-held islands were 
mopped up while preparations were made for the next advance. 
The New Georgia Group and Bougainville were the prime 
objectives in the Solomons. 

There was a breathing space between February and June 
1943, while Admiral Halsey prepared for his assault on New 
Georgia. The Russell Islands, between Guadalcanal and New 
Georgia, were seized in an unopposed operation (Cleanslate) 
by US Army and Marine assault battalions on February 21. On 
April 18, Yamamoto, Japan' s foremost strategist, was shot 
down when flying from Rabaul to Bougainville. At the end of 
April, MacArthur issued his final Elkton Plan for Operation 
Cartwheel, a co-ordinated drive in the South and South-West 
Pacific towards Rabaul. 

On June 21, US Marines opened the campaign for the 
Central Solomons with landings at Segi, New Georgia, with 
Munda air field as the main target (Operation Toenails). US 
forces landed at Rendova on June 30. Between July 2 and 5, 
troops landed to attack Munda from north and south. Since 
this was the principal Japanese air field in the Solomons, it was 
fiercely defended and it was not taken until August 5. Japanese 
reinforcements were destroyed in the Vella Gulf on the night 
of August 6. By August 20-22 the Japanese had evacuated 

northern New Georgia and by August 25 all resistance in New 
Georgia was ended. 

In mid-August, a US combat team had landed on Vella 
Lavella, east of New Georgia, and established an ad~ance air 
base, leap-frogging Kolombangara. New Zealand troops 
replaced the US troops on Vella Lavella in mid-September and 
cleared the remnants of the Japanese garrison from the island. 
This forced the Japanese to withdraw from Kolombangara as 
well and by the end of the first week in October the campaign 
in the Central Solomons was completed. 

On October 27, a small Marine detachment made a feint 
assault on Choiseul, to the north of New Georgia (Operation 
Blissful). This was quickly withdrawn on November 3 but 
served to obscure the main Allied intent of a simultaneous 
(October 27) attack on the Treasury Islands (Operation Good
time) to provide a staging post for the assault on Bougainville. 
Operation Cherry blossom opened on November 1, when US 
3rd Marine Division went ashore at Empress Augusta Bay and 
met only light resistance. The Japanese from Rabaul counter
attacked on November 7 but by the end of the year the Allies 
had established a substantial defensive perimeter and had 
turned Empress Augusta Bay into an Allied naval base with 
three airstrips in operation . Even though much of Bougainville 
was still in the hands of the Japanese, Admiral Halsey's eastern 
arm of the pincer movement was now outstretched and ready 
for operations against Rabaul. Landings by MacArthur' s south
west force on New Britain itself and the capture of the 
Admiralty Islands and the St Matthias Group of Islands north
west of New Britain completed the trap. 
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The Gilbert and Marshall Islands 
During the summer and autumn of 1943, Admiral Nimitz 
assembled vast numbers of men, ships and aircraft for the atoll
to-atoll struggle in the Central Pacific (map I) . After heavy 
bombardment from November 13-20, Makin Atoll in the 
Gilberts was cleared with little difficulty but Tarawa Atoll 
contained the Japanese stronghold of Betio, which 9ffered stiff 
opposition (map 2) . The battle lasted from November 20-23 
and ended with a suicidal attack by the Japanese. 

Operation Flintlock opened against Kwajalein Atoll in the 
Marshalls on February I, 1944 (maps 3 and 4) . A marine force 
attacked Roi and Namur, while an infantry force attacked 
Kwajalein itself, where the battle went on for four days. 
Eniwetok Atoll was the final target (map 5) . Engebi fell on 
February 19. Parry and Eniwetok itself fell by February 23 , 
with no survivors out of 2,000 defenders. 
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Above: (1) The strategic situation in the Pacific in February 1944, with 
the taking of the Gilbert and Marshalllslands but before the trap closed 
completely on Rabaul. 

Closing the Trap on Rabaul 
By February 1944, the South and South-West Pacific Forces 
were ready to pinch out Rabaul, with the capture of the 
Admiralty and St Matthias Islands (maps 6 and 8) . On February 
29, a reconnaissance in force by US 1st Cavalry Division turned 
swiftly into a full-scale attack on Los Negros Island in the 
Admiralties (maps 7 and 8). On March 12 and 15, reinforce
ments arrived to attack Manus Island and the outlying islands 
(map 7). On March 20, marines landed in the Matthias group 
and by the end of March the islands were secured. 

More marines had landed in New Britain on March 6, 
strengthening the Allied position at the western end of the 
island. With advance air bases established in the Admiralties 
and in the St Matthias Islands, the main Japanese bases at 
Rabaul and Kavieng, at the northern tip of New Ireland, were 
successfully isolated and remained so until the end of the war. 
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Above: (2) Tarawa Atoll in the Gilbert Islands, where the US invasion 
fleet had to negotiate coral reefs before passing the lagoon entrance 
under fire. Fanatical resistance by the Japanese resulted in only 100 
prisoners being taken out of a total of 4, 700 defenders. 

'FLINTLOCK' Roi 0 Miles 15 9 Miles 25 
I NORTHERN ATTACK fORCE 

(Canally) 
SOUTHERN ATTACK fORCE 
(Turn.r) 

Eniwetok 
Rongelap 1 4 fEB lB . 

~ Bikini #' • .' 
...... MARSHALL . • " . ~ .. Wotje .... 

~ ....... -~ , 
Kwaialein . Maloelap~ 

fEB 1 , 
ISLANDS - .. ~ 

Majuro JAN 30,1944 

Jalui t ~ --'Mille 

PACIFIC . o C EA N 

Makin; 

GILBERT 
o Miles 400 " Tarawa 6 
I ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! 
o Kms 600 ISLANDS· . . 

Equator 
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and Eniwetok. 
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Admiralties by the US Army. By the time resistance ceased on Los 
Negros, ten Japanese had been killed for every one American. By the 
fourth week in March, the iswnds were safely in the hands of the , Allies. 

Below: (8) The assaults on the Admiralty Iswnds, the St Matthws group 
and New Britain, between December 1943 and March 1944. This was 
thefinale of MacArthur;s Elkton Pwn. 
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The Battle for the Marianas 
Saipan, Tinian and Guam formed the main Japanese defences 
in the Marianas, 1,000 miles north-west of Eniwetok in the 
Marshalls (map 1). 530 vessels and 127,000 men formed the 
largest amphibious force seen in the Pacific, deployed to attack 
the Japanese XXXI Army in the Marianas. 

On June 15, 1944, after prolonged bombardment, the first 
landings were made on Saipan by 2nd and 4th Marine Divisions 
(map 2) . They achieved a beach-head against stiff opposition 
and on June 17 the reserve 27th Infantry Division was commit
ted. Effective Japanese resistance did not end until July 9, after 
a fanatical counter-attack had failed on July 7. Almost the 
entire garrison of 27,000 was killed. 

On July 24-25, 2nd and 4th Marines launched their attack 
on Tinian (map 2). After surviving another suicidal counter
attack, they cleared the island by July 31 . Meanwhile on Guam, 
a combined Marine and Army assault on July 21 had established 
two beach-heads, each side of the Orote Peninsula (map 3). A 
Japanese counter-attack failed to wipe these beach-heads out 
on the night of July 25-26. Effective Japanese resistance ended 
on August 10, after 10,000 Japanese had been killed. But the 
mopping-up operation continued for a long time. The last 
Japanese to surrender on the island did so in 1960. 
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Above: (1) The Pacific, July-August 1944. The capture of the 
Marwnas provided bases from which naval and air forces could cut the 
lines of communication to Japan's southern empire and undertake 
heavy and continuous bombing of Japan itself. 

Left: (2) The attacks on Saipan and Tinwn in the Marwnas, June-July 
1944. Saipan was attackedfirst because it would cut off Japanese 
forces on the other islands from the homeland. 

Below: (3) The attack on Guam, July-August 1944. Sheer cliffs and 
coral reefs around much of the island meant that landings could only 
be made either side of the Orote Peninsula, where the Japanese were in 
waiting for the marines. 
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Above: Beginning the massive amphibious operation, the first wave of 
troops hits the tiny beaches of northern Tinian. 

Below: Sustained tank-infantry pressure, coupled with intensive air, 
artiUery and naval gunfire, cleared Guam in three weeks. 
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The Battle of the Philippine Sea 
The US finally destroyed Japanese naval air power in the last 
great carrier battle of the war. Despite their losses, the Japanese 
still attempted to deploy their carriers in the summer of 1944 
to stop the Americans landing on the Marianas. US control of 
the islands would cut the Japanese empire in half, isolating the 
homeland from the Philippines and south-east possessions. 

The first US landings in the Marianas were made on June 15, 
1944: the Marines landed on Saipan. On June (6, US sub
marines reported that the Japanese First Mobile Fleet under 
Ozawa and a Southern Force under Ugaki were rendezvousing 
off the Philippines, preparing to attack (map I). The Japanese 
had five heavy carriers, four light carriers, five battleships, 11 
heavy cruisers, two light cruisers and 28 destroyers. Mitscher' s 
US Task Force 58 had in opposition a massive total of seven 
heavy carriers, eight light carriers, seven battleships, eight 
heavy cruisers, 13 light cruisers and 69 destroyers. The Japanese 
split their force into two groups, with the light carriers in Force 
'C' ahead of the Main Body (map 2) . Mitscher divided his force 
into four carrier task groups and one battleship task group 
(map 3). 

Ozawa' s scouting planes sighted Mitscher' s force on the 
morning of June 19. The Japanese immediately launched strike 
aircraft at 0830 hours and 0900 hours (map 4). Mitscher' s 
radar, now used to better effect than the American radar had 
been used during the naval actions off Guadalcanal, warned of 
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the attack. US fighters were sent up to intercept the Japanese 
planes more than 50 miles before they reached the American 
carriers. More than 200 Japanese aircraft were shot down at a 
cost of only 23 US planes. 

US submarines had meanwhile located Ozawa's Main Body. 
The Japanese carrier Taiho was attacked at 0900 hours and 
sunk. The carrier Shokaku was hit at 1220 hours and sank four 
hours later. Another strike sent out by Ozawa headed off in 
the wrong direction, towards Guam. This too was intercepted 
by US fighters and largely destroyed. 

On June 20, Task Force 58 turned to pursuit. Mitscher found 
the Japanese in the afternoon. He made an air strike at 1624 
hours (map 5). Two hours later, the retreating Japanese carrier 
Hiyo and two oilers were sunk. Losing more planes, Ozawa 
withdrew toward Okinawa. His task completed, Mitscher 
eventually turned back to the Marianas. 

The battle came to be known as 'The Great Marianas Turkey 
Shoot' , from the number of Japanese aircraft shot down. 
Between 300 and 400 were destroyed, with an attendant loss of 
air crews which was disastrous for the Japanese. Though many 
of the Japanese carriers were intact, such irreparable damage 
discredited the apparent strength of the Japanese navy. Critics 
complained that the Battle of the Philippine Sea was solely an 
air victory; but the Japanese navy was now a defeated force . 

Left: For the Americans, the 
battle on June 19 was a 
defensive action, in which they 
waited for the Japanese planes 
to attack and then destroyed 
them in aerial battles before 
they reached the US carriers. 

Below: On June 20, Mitscher 
took the initiative. His planes 
attacked and sank the carrier 
Hiyo and seriously damaged 
two others. 
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Above: (1) The Japanese main force under 
Ozawa and the Southern Force under Ugaki 
rendezvous prior to their attack on Mitscher's 
Task Force 58, which was protecting the 
landings on the Marwnas. US submarines 
sighted the Japanese forces on June 16, the 
day after the landings began. 

Below: (5) June 20, 1944. The Japanese 
withdrew and Mitscher's Task Force took the 
initwtive. Mitscher launched an air strike at 
1624 hours (E), which sank the carrier Hiyo 
(F) and two oilers; it also damaged two other 
carriers. Ozawa sailed on toward Okinawa, 
while Mitscher turned back to the Marianas. 
'The Great Marwnas Turkey Shoot' was over. 
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Above: (2) Ozawa split his force into two 
groups, with his light carriers in Force 'C', 
about 100 miles ahead of his Main Body. It 
was he who took the initiative and launched 
the first air strikes. 
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Above: (3) Mitscher divided his US Task 
Force 58 into four carrier task groups, 
manoeuvring about 12-15 miles apart, with a 
separate battleshijJ task group, J'G 58-7. He 
had the advantage of radar and was able to 
detect the Japanese air strike. 

Below: (4) June 19, 1944. The Japanese launched their strike aircraft at 0830 hours and 0900 
hours (along the lines of the top two pink arrows -A). US radar gave warning of the attack and 
Americanfighters (white arrows - B) intercepted the Japanese 50 miles from their targets. 
Meanwhile, US submarines attacked the carriers Taiho (C) and Shokaku (D). Another strike sent 
out by Ozawa (lower pink arrow)fiew toward Guam and was also intercepted by USfighters. 
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Clearing the Philippines 
The Philippines were the next Pacific target, defended by some 
350,000 Japanese troops under the command of Yamashita. A 
vast amphibious armada carrying 200,000 men of Krueger's US 
6th Army sailed towards the eastern shore of Leyte in autumn 
1944 (map I). On October 20, Sibert's 10th Corps and Hodge' s 
24th Corps landed and established a beach-head against light 
opposition from XVI Division of Suzuki' s XXXV Army (maps 
I and 2). 

Japanese battleships and carriers attempted to draw off the 
US fleets from their support of the landings (map I) but in a 
series of engagements in the Battle of Leyte Gulf, between 
October 23 and 25, Japanese sea power was shattered. Between 
October and December, 10th Corps moved north slowly and 
24th Corps swung south and then west to attack Ormoc, the 
Japanese stronghold, which fell on December 10. The two 
corps linked up and in a series of overland and amphibious 
operations forced the end of Japanese resistance in Leyte by 
December 25, 1944. 
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Above: (1) Operation SHO (Victory): the 
Japanese naval threat to the US landings 
which resulted in the Battle of Leyte Gulf. 

Right: (3) The assault on Luzon, the largest 
island campaign of the war. 

Below: (2) The assault on Leyte, 
October-December 1944, was the real 
beginning of the Philippines campaign. 
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Having secured Leyte, Krueger's 6th Army moved north to 
Luzon, which saw the largest battle in the Pacific War. On 
January 9, 1945, US 1st and 14th Corps landed without 
opposition in the Lingayen Gulf (map 3). 1st Corps fought off 
the bulk of Yamashita's forces in the north of the island, while 
14th Corps moved south towards Manila. In the last few days 
of January, task forces were dropped north and south of Manila 
but the battle for Manila itself went on until March 3- 4 and 
concluded with desperate street-by-street fighting for the old 
walled city where more than 16,000 Japanese died. 

On February 16, airborne troops landed on Corregidor. 
Supported by an amphibious landing from Bataan, they cleared 
the fortress by the end of the month. Fort Drum, the 'Concrete 
Battleship' that guarded Manila Bay, fell on April 13. The bulk 
of US 6th Army then turned against the mountain fortresses of 
Yamashita' s army. The Japanese commander still had a force 
of some 50,000 when he surrendered at the end of the war, on 
August 15. More than 190,000 Japanese were killed in the fight 
for Luzon; nearly 8,000 Americans died. 
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Eichelberger's 8th Army conducted a series of amphibious, 
island-hopping operations to isolate and mop up the remaining 
elements of XXXV Army in the central and southern Philip
pines (map 4). These forces were concentrated on Mindanao, 
where Suzuki put up stiff resistance inland until the end of the 
war. 
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While US 6th Army was fighting for control of Luzon, in the Philippines, US 5th 
Amphibious Corps was preparing for its landings on Iwo Jima and the bloodiest fight 
in Marine Corps history (map 5) . The barren, eight-mile-square island was held by a 
Japanese garrison firmly entrenched in a honeycomb of gun emplacements, tunnels, 
pillboxes and caves. 

On February 19, following a prolonged aerial and naval bombardment, US 4th and 
5th Marine Divisions (with 3rd in reserve) landed in the south. They met no resistance 
in the first few minutes and were then suddenly subjected to fierce co-ordinated fire. 
It was just too late. They had already won their foothold. 30,000 Marines had landed 
by the end of the day and within four days they had raised their flag on Mt Suribachi 
in the south . The fight for the northern end of the island continued bitterly for another 
month . The last Japanese pocket did not cease resistance until March 26, by which 
time nearly 7,000 Americans had died, as had all but 1,000 of the 23,000-strong 
Japanese garrison. 

The final preliminary before the invasion of the Japanese homeland was Okinawa, 
in the Ryukyu group (map 6) . Ushijima' s XXXII Army defended the island against 
Buckner' s US 10th Army, which attacked on April I. The Americans quickly cleared 
the northern end of the island but the main network of Japanese defences was in the 
south. Hodge' s 24th Corps ran up against the strongly defended Shuri Line on April 
9. On May 3-4 the Japanese conducted a suicidal counter-attack but it was not until 
the end of May that Buckner broke the line . Resistance did not end until June 21-22. 
American losses numbered nearly 7,500 dead. The final count of Japanese dead was 
never accurate , for many thousands were believed trapped in their underground caves, 
but it was thought to be some 100,000. 
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Above: (5) The battle for lwo Jima, February 
19-March 26,1945. lwo Jima was essential 
to Allied strategy, as afighter base, an 
emergency bomber landing base and as a 
traditional part of Japanese territory. Its 
capture would be both a physical and 
psychological blow to the Japanese. 

Left: (4) Eichelberger's 8th Army clearing the 
central and southern Philippines in the first 
half of 1945. 

Below: (6) The battle for Okinawa, 
April-June 1945. The main Japanese 
defences were on the Shuri Line in the south . 
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Leyte Gulf: the Naval Actions 
Operation 'SHO' (Victory) was planned as a desperate endeav
our to combat the US invasion of the Philippines by throwing 
in the last Japanese battleships and carriers. The Japanese 
Combined Fleet was already moving to the attack when US 
troops landed in Leyte Gulf on October 20. Ozawa' s Main 
Body, with four carriers but virtually no planes, was to act as 
a decoy to lure Halsey' s powerful US Third Fleet away from 
the landings, while Kurita's I Striking Force, including the 
giants Musashi and Yamato among its battleships, sailed 
through the San Bernadino Straight to attack Kinkaid's US 
Seventh Fleet, which was covering the landings. A smaller and 
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Above: (1) Phase One: Battle of Sibuyan Se(l , October 24. Kurita runs 
into Mitscher's carrier planes. (Boxes show maps 2 and 3). 
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slower Japanese force under Nishimura, followed by Shirna's 11 
Striking Force, was to sai l through the Surigao Strait to attack 
from the south (see map I, previous page) . 

Contact was made between the opposing fleets on October 
23 (map I, this page) . US submarines sighted Kurita' s force 
and sank two heavy cruisers . Kurita continued into the Sibuyan 
Sea, where planes from Mitscher's Task Force 38 (with the 
carriers from Halsey' s Third Fleet) sank the Musashi on 
October 24. Nishimura was also attacked by aircraft. Mitscher's 
carrier Princeton was sunk by land-based Japanese planes from 
Luzon . At this point, Halsey concentrated his fleet to counter 
Ozawa, leaving Kinkaid' s Seventh Fleet to protect the landings. 

us 7th 
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Below: (2) Phase Two: Battle of Surigao Strait, October 25. Nishimura 
is destroyed by Oldendorfs torpedoes and gunfire . 
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In the second phase (map 2), Nishimura approached in line 
ahead through the Surigao Strait. In the early hours of October 
25, US destroyers launched torpedo attacks from both sides of 
the strait and sank the battleship Fuso. Nishimura then ran 
into the cruisers and battleships of Oldendorf's Task Group 
77, from the US Seventh Fleet, which successfully crossed the 
Japanese 'T' in a classic naval manoeuvre. Nishimura's force 
was virtually destroyed and he himself went down in the 
Yamashiro. Shima arrived too late to be of any help. 

Kurita, meanwhile, had passed undetected through the San 
Bernadino Strait and was sailing down the east coast of Samar. 
At daybreak dh October 25, he surprised Sprague's small 

3 

Above: (3) Phase Three: Battle off Samar, October 25. Sprague 
surprised by Kurita's I Striking Force but Kurita withdraws. 

4 

carrier force from the Seventh Fleet (map 3). Pursued by 
Kurita's cruisers, Sprague barely escaped but Kurita suddenly 
turned back, believing the opposition to be stronger than it 
was. Sprague was th~n hit by kamikaze attacks from land based 
planes (long white arrow, map 3) and lost the carrier St Lo. 
. To the north, Mitscher's planes caught and sank three of 
Ozawa's carriers on October 25 (map 4) . Halsey was about to 
bring his big guns to bear on Ozawa when he was called back 
by Sprague's crisis. Kurita had gone by the time he returned. 
Ozawa lost one more cruiser to Mitscher before escaping. In 
sum, the Japanese lost four carriers, three battleships, six heavy 
and four light cruisers, and II destroyers. 

SAMAR 

Below: (4) Phase Four: Battle of Cape EngailO, October 25. Halsey and 
Mitscher attack Ozowa. Halsey forced to withdraw. 
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The Arakan Offensives 
The Pacific War was only one aspect of the war in the Orient. 
There was also the continued struggle for Burma. The humili
ating retreat by the British from Burma in early 1942 had badly 
shaken the morale of the troops, now in India. It was therefore 
with the hope of restoring morale by achieving local success 
that a counter-offensive was planned in Arakan (map 3) . The 
aim was to take the Mayu Peninsula and the airfields at A l(yab, 
from which the Japanese could threaten Chittagong and even 
Calcutta. 

around Donbaik and Rathedaung between January and March 
1943 . It was not until March 29 that the Allies retreated under 
threat of another flanking attack . The Japanese had regained 
Maungdaw and Buthidaung by May 4. The unfortunate British 
foray was over. 

Undete'rred by this reverse, Slim ordered a second attack in 
December 1943 (map 2). Christison' s 15th Corps was halted 
along the same line from Maungdaw to Buthidaung and, on 
February 4, 1944, the Sakurai Force outflanked Briggs' 5th and 
Messervy' s 7th Indian Divisions, severing communications. 
Slim continued to supply them by air and after fierce fighting 
they contacted each other on February 24 and in turn trapped 
the Japanese . Between March and April, 15th Corps broke the 
Maungdaw line and was about to resume its advance on Akyab 
when it was forced to send reinforcements to Imphal. 

On September 21 , 1942, 14th Indian Division advanced from 
Chittagong to a base at Cox's Bazaar (map I). As 14th Division 
reached the Buthidaung-Maungdaw Line, the Japanese pre
pared to outflank them through the jungle. There was stalemate 
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Right: General Slim, commander of the Allied 
ground forces operating against the Japanese 
in Burma. He refused to allow 5th and 7th 
Indian Divisions to withdraw after they were 
surrounded by the Japanese in February 
1944. They eventually broke the Japanese 
line. 

Left: (1) Thefirst Arakan campaign, 
September 1942-May 1943, was intended to 
raise morale but ended disastrously. 
Below: (2) The second Arakan campaign, 
December 1943-.4.priI1944, met and held a 
full-scale Japanese counter-offensive and 
achieved an important psychological victory 
over the Japanese. 
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Below: (3) Akyab, in Arakan, 
provided an air base from which 
the Japanese could raid 
Chittagong and Calcutta. 
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Left: Colonel Orde Wingate, 
one of the most unorthodox 
British officers of the war, 
persuaded Churchill to back his 
ideas for taking the fight behind 
enemy lines. 

Below left: (1) Thefirst Chindit 
operation, February-March 
1943, which suffered heavy 
losses in the triangle east of the 
1rrawaddy. 

Below right: (2) Thefinal 
Chindit Operation , to 
complement Sti/well's advance 
to Myitkyina, February-August 
1944. 
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The Chindit Operations 

To the north of Arakan, a more unorthodox campaign was 
being waged behind enemy lines by Colonel Orde Wingate . On 
February 14-15, 1943, two groups of Wingate' s Chindits, 
guerilla troops, crossed the Chindwin into Burma to harass 
Japanese communications (map 1). Resistance stiffened as the 
Chindits advanced into a triangle between the Schweli and 
Irrawaddy rivers and on March 24 Wingate was ordered to 
return to India after suffering heavy losses both from disease 
and attack. 

The final major Chindit operation was to complement 
Stilwell' s advance with the Chinese Army in India (CAI) and 
Merrill' s Marauders to Myitkyina (map 2) . Calvert's 77th 
Brigade was airlifted behind enemy lines to cut off Japanese 
supplies but on March 25 Wingate was killed in an air crash 
and the Chindits were subsequently used as conventional 
troops. Myitkyina was taken on August 3-4 and the last 
Chindits left India on August 27. 
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The Attack on Imphal and Kohima 
By the end of 1943, the Japanese knew that the Allies were 
preparing for a major counter-offensive in Burma. General 
Kawabe, Commander of the Japanese Burma Area, Army, 
determined to forestall an invasion by launching Mutaguchi' s 
XV Army in a limited offensive against Imphal and Kohima, 
the Allied forward supply bases in India (map I) . It was 
essential to the Japanese to seize Imphal quickly, as a supply 
base for their own attack on Kohima. It was equally vital for 
the Allies to hold both towns. Only by holding Imphal could 
Slim pin down the Japanese in the south and cut their 
communications with Kohima and only by holding Kohima 
could he hope to keep the road open for supplies to beleaguered 
Imphal. Slim' s plan was to hold Imphal while defeating the 
Japanese attack on Kohima. 

Operation " U-GO" opened on the night of March 7-8, 1944. 
The Japanese XXXIII Division cut off 17th Indian Division in 
the south, while XV and XXXI Divisions crossed the Chindwin 
farther north and attacked Imphal and Kohima. Taken by 

Above: General Kawabe, Commander of the 
Japanese Burma Area Army, who determined 
to launch a limited offensive against Imphal 
and Kohima to thwart Allied plans for an 
offensive into Burma in 1944. 

Left: (1) Operation "U-GO", the Japanese 
offensive against Imphal and Kohima, March 
1944. Inset map shows the area of 
operations. The Allied position in India would 
certainly have become untenable if Imphal 
hadfallen to the Japanese. 

Right: (2) Imphal was cut off by Japanese 
XXXIII and XV Divisions in thefirst week of 
April 1944, but 4th Corps managed to hold 
off the Japanese attacks for the best part of 
three months. Relief came from Kohima in 
late June. 
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surprise by the speed of the attack, the outlying Allied forces 
managed to withdraw to Imphal and Kohima in good order but 
by April 4-5 both towns had been cut off and were being 
supplied by air, while 33id Corps made preparations for 
relieving them. 

Scoones' 4th Corps concentrated on holding on to the 
forward position at Imphal (map 2), where the battle developed 
into a desperate struggle. During April, May and June, 4th 
Corps withstood repeated heavy attacks by XXXIII Division 
from the south, while attempting to thrust north up the road to 
Ukhrul against XV Division . Supplies and reinforcements were 
flown in by Slim throughout the fighting to sustain the defenders 
of Imphal but both the Allies and the Japanese suffered severely 
from shortages of food. The battle for Kohima was raging at 
the same time and it was not until June 22 that units of 4th 
Corps from Imphal and Stopford's 33rd Corps from. Kohima 
met at Milestone 107 and the long, desperate siege was relieved. 
The Japanese were defeated by problems of supply and Allied 
endurance. 

I 
( 

" \ \ 
I 

/ -------"\, 
\ 

/ 
/ .~ita 

) 
.... 

Crete, ~RIL /JUNE 
HEAVY ATTACKS 

,vm'nr"~-,,,BY JAP. XXXIII 
DIV. HELD 

/ /'--- __ - _ _ J" 

, 

Japanese attacks ~ 4th Corps counterattacks Approximate perimeter 
AII·weather roads Fair -weather roads - -- Tracks T Airfields ... Marsh 

o 10 20 Miles 
rl------L-rl ----~I ---rl --~----TI ~I 
o 10 20 . 30 ms. 

175 



The Relief of Kohima 
By holding on to Imphal , 4th Corps prevented the Japanese 
from bringing up the supplies and men necessary for them to 
break through the Allied defences at Kohima (map I) . Sato' s 
XXXI Division surrounded Kohima and captured Jail Hill on 
April 6, 1944, and on April 7 the Japanese cut the relief road 
from Dimapur, whence Stopford' s 33rd Corps was hastening. 
The garrison on Kohima Ridge was completely besieged . 

Kohima was in a perilous situation for nearly two weeks, 
threatened constantly by collapse and only supported by 
American and British fighter planes and medium bombers, 
which kept up a steady harassment of the Japanese .. Pushing on 
ahead of Stopford' s 33rd Corps, 2nd Division' s 5th Brigade 
destroyed the Japanese strongholds at Zubza on April 14 and 
relieved 161 st Indian Brigade at Jotsoma. 5th Brigade then 
advanced rapidly to relieve Kohima itself on April 18 and to 
reinforce the garrison but this was only the beginning of the 
bitter struggle. The Japanese were firmly dug into strong 
defensive positions that the Allies were unable to break . 

On the night of April 22-23, 5th Brigade began a left hook 
to drive the Japanese outposts off Merema Ridge and to attack 
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Firs Hill and Naga Village. At the same time, 4th Brigade 
began a right hook from the south and took GPT Ridge on 
May 4. Additional attacks by 6th and 33rd Brigades on Kohima 
Ridge at first met with failure. Fierce resistance prolonged the 
fighting throughout May, as the Japanese held fanatically to 
their fine defensive line along the ridge from Gun Spur to 
Aradura Spur (map 2). Allied attacks on these two spurs 
towards the end of May were repulsed by the Japanese and it 
was not until June I that an attack by 7th Indian Division 
breached the Japanese positions at the northern end of the 
ridge . Forced from their stronghold, the remnants of XXXI 
Division withdrew from the ridge. On June 6, 2nd Division 
advanced south to the relief of Imphai, although it did not 
finally make contact with 5th Indian Division advancing north 
out of Imphal until June 22 . 

Supplies had played a vital role in the battle for Imphal and 
Kohima. The Japanese supply lines were never secure, so long 
as Imphal remained untaken . For much of the battle and when 
in retreat , the ordinary Japanese soldier suffered greatly from 
lack of sufficient food and equipment. After their defeat , the 
withdrawal back to the Chindwin Valley was a long and painful 
one for Japanese XV Army. 

I 
I.. 

,-

./ 
~ 

I 

I r- .... -_ 
'r .... -~ . 
I 
I 

I 

Heights in feet 

/ 

Over 7000 

6000-7000 
5000-6000 
4000-5000 

3000-4000 

1000-3000 

''\ 

I 

\ .=-
\ : 

/ Pfuchama 
/ 

1 ____ _ 

JAP. XXXI DIY . 
• 0:1. (SItu) 
••• Phesema 

Left: (1) The battle to 
relieve the besieged 
ga"ison of Kohima, 
April-May 1944. 
Kohima was completely 
surrounded from April 
6-18, when it was 
relieved by 5th Brigade 
of 33rd Corps' 2nd 
Division. But the bitter 
struggle for Kohima 
Ridge continued 
throughout May, before 
the Japanese were 
finally forced off their 
defensive positions and 
the victors of Kohima 
could hasten south to 
relieve their colleagues 
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Right: (2) The desperate fight by Stopford's 
33rd Corps to break through the Japanese 
positions on the central sector at Kohima 
involved some of the most bitter fighting of the 
war. One Japanese major remarked that, 'it 
will go down as one of the greatest battles in 
history'. The Japanese supply lines were 
inadequate for a long, static battle and it was 
on the question of supply that the fortunes of 
the battle finally turned. According to some 
Japanese , it was the deliberate and 
treasonable withdrawal of Sato's XXXI 
Division from the battle-front in order to 
avoid annihilation that was the immediate 
cause of the Japanese collapse. 

Below: The battle for Imphal. Troops of 
I /1 7th Dogra Regiment prepare to attack 
Nungshigum , just north of Imphal. 
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The Japanese withdrew into Burma after Kohima, hoping the 
Allies would over-extend themselves in pursuit (map I). Kimura 
replaced Kawabe and Katamaru replaced Mutaguchi . On 
November 19, 1944, Slim' s 14th Army began to advance over 
the Chindwin, with 4th Corps crossing at Sittaung and 33rd 
Corps farther south at Mawlaik and Kalewa (map 2). Kimura 
hoped to lure 14th Army to destruction north of Mandalay, as 
it crossed the Irrawaddy. Slim, alerted, secretly switched 4th 
Corps south of 33rd Corps, leaving 19th Indian Division in the 
north as a decoy. 19th Division attacked across the Irrawaddy 
in mid-January 1945 at Thebeikkyin and Kyaukmyaung and 
33rd Corps nearer Mandalay on February 12- 13. Slim slipped 
Messervy's 4th Corps across the Irrawaddy at Nyaungu, 100 
miles south of Mandalay, on February 13 . Taking the Japanese 
completely by surprise, Cowan' s 17th Indian Division seized 
the strategic railroad junction of Meiktila by the beginning of 
March (map 3). Kimura sent all his reserves from Mandalay to 
retrieve Meiktila, and fighting raged throughout March. Mean
while 33rd Corps kept the remaining Japanese forces pinned 
down at Mandalay. 19th Division had taken the city by March 
20. The defenders of Meiktila held out stubbornly until relieved 
by 33rd Corps. Realizing his position was hopeless, Kimura 
withdrew east through Thazi. 
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Left: (1) The retreat of Japanese xv Army after the failure of their 
offensive against Imphal and Kohima. By mid-August 1944 they were 
behind the Chindwin once again. 

Below: (2) Slim's advance on Mandalay and Meiktila , December 
1944-February 1945. By skilfully preserving the appearance that his 
main attack was against Mandalay , Slim surprised the Japanese with 
4th Corps at Meiktila . 

- 14th Army 's advance 
_ Japanese army command 

boundary 

-r Airfields A Oilfields 
Land over 500ft 

60 
I 



Above: Major-General Cowan, Commander 
of 17th Indw.n Division, charged with the 
capture of Meiktila, which he accomplished 
by March 3. Japanese counter-attacks cut off 
the division in Meiktila, forcing 14th Army to 
supply the garrison by air for three weeks. 

Above: Lieutenant-General Honda, 
Commander of Japanese XXXIlI Army, who 
led the Japanese attempt to recover Meiktila, 
was thwarted by the ability of Allied air power 
to keep the garrison well-supplied. Honda 
admitted defeat on March 29 and his forces 
retreated east. 
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Left: A Beaufighter strike hits a Japanese 
supply train. Meiktila was a vital railroad 
junction in central Burma and supplies were 
the essentw.l key to the battle for the Allied 
recovery of Burma. By switching the 
emphasis of the battle from Mandalay to 
Meiktila, Slim had caught the Japanese on 
the wrong foot. They could not afford to 
ignore the importance of Meiktila and so they 
were prepared to leave Mandalay relatively 
unprotected in order to throw in their full 
strength at Meiktila. 

Above: (3) The Battle for Meiktila and 
Mandalay, February-March 1945. 
Messervy's 4th Corps achieved their surprise 
crossing of the Irrawaddy almost completely 
unopposed. The Japanese had been led to 
believe that they were still in full strength in 
the north with 19th Indw.n Division. With the 
capture of Meiktila by Cowan's 17th Indw.n 
Division, the Japanese were forced to turn 
their attention south and leave Mandalay 
exposed to 33rd Corps and 19th Division. 
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The Race to Rangoon 
When 19th Indian Division and 33rd Corps finally took 
Mandalay in late March 1945, they were joined by 36th 
Division, which had been operating in northern Burma with 
the Chinese armies. Having taken Myitkyina in early August 
1944 (see page 173), Stilwell had planned a grand pincer 
movement between his Northern Combat Area Command 
(Chinese New 1st and 6th Armies) and the Chinese Y Force to 
reopen the Burma Road (map 2) . A command crisis replaced 
Stilwell with Sultan but the basic plan remained. Chinese Y 
Force advanced from the north-east, while 6th Army advanced 
through Shwegu (November 7) and I st Army advanced through 
Bhamo (December 15), after determined opposition by the 
Japanese. 36th Division meanwhile advanced on the left flank 
of 6th Army. On January 27, 1945, Chinese Y Force and 1st 
Army met at Mongyu and the advance then continued down 
the Burma Road to Lashio (March 7) and Kyaukme (March 
31 ). 

At much the same time, Christison's 15th Corps had begun 
its final Arakan campaign, on December 12, 1944 (map 3) . 
Kimura had already stripped the defences of Arakan to a 
minimum to draw off reinforcements for Mandalay, where he 
was determined to fight a decisive battle. As a result, Akyab 
fell to 15th Corps on January 4, 1945, and Ramree fell on 
February 9. Mountbatten immediately ordered the construction 
of an all-weather airstrip at Kyaukpyu (map I). 

By the end of March 1945, therefore, northern Burma had 
been reopened, Arakan was in Allied hands, and so were 
Meiktila and Mandalay. Slim ordered an immediate advance 

NEW 6th ARMY 
CHIN. 14th. 22nd & 50th 
DlV.(Lia. Yueh·shang) 

from Meiktila to Rangoon, before the monsoons made progress 
impossible (map 4). One force advanced down the Irrawaddy 
towards Prome, which was taken on May 2-3 by 20th Indian 
Division. The other, faster force, moved down the railway 
through Toungoo to Pegu. Often outstripping the retreating 
Japanese, 17th Indian Division seized Pegu on May 2, the day 
after the monsoon broke. But both these forces were beaten to 
Rangoon by 26th Indian Division, which was brought round 
from Arakan by sea and made an amphibious landing south of 
Rangoon on May 2. Rangoon was occupied by 26th Division 
the next day, with the mainland forces still 28 miles to the 
north . The remaining Japanese held out in pockets inland, 
isolated by the monsoon, or retreated into Thailand. 

Above: British guns pound the walls of Mandalay. 
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Above: (1) Air superiority played a vitol part 
in the recovery of Burma. Imphal, Akyab and 
Ramree, added to Chittogong, extended Allied 
air cover south and east. 

Left: (2) The re-opening of the Burma Road 
as Chinese armies and 36th Division advance 
in northern Burma. The advance of 19th 
Indian Division towards Mandalay is shown 
on the left of the map. 
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Above: A lash-up bamboo bridge in Burma, for men and mules only. 
The AUied battle of supply was a mammoth undertaking as the front 
widened and extended to the south. 

Right: (3) ThefinalArakan 
campaign by Christison's 
15th Corps, December 
1944-February 1945. 
This provided a base for 
the long-range operation 
by 26th Indian Division, 
who took Rangoon on 
May 3. 

Below: (4) Advance of 14th 
Army from Meiktila south 
to Rangoon, March-May 
1945. It was a race 
against the monsoon and 
the Japanese . 

Below: A Britishfighting patrol, carried in local craft across the flooded 
fields, probes for signs of Japanese resistance in Burma. 
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The War in China 
Japan's expansion began in the 19th 
century and quickly included Formosa, 
Korea and Manchuria (map 1). Alarmed 
by a temporary truce between the 
Chinese Nationalists and Communists, 
the Japanese invaded China itself from 
the north on July 7, 1937. The planned 
link-up with a second force landing at 
Shanghai, which met unexpected resist
ance, did not occur for another year, 
after which the extension of Japanese 
occupation continued slowly. 

American interest in the struggle grew 
during 1940. Supplies were sent in to 
China at first along the Burma Road and 
then 'over the hump', by plane across the 
mountains. Stilwell acted as military 
adviser and chief-of-staff to Chiang Kai
shek. Chennault's 'Flying Tigers' , 
already in China, were built up into a 
new US 14th Air Force. 

Goaded by the increasing success of 
US air operations, the Japanese launched 
a major ground offensive to capture the 
air-fields. At the end of May 1944, XI 
and XXIII Army attacked from Hankow 
and Canton (map 2). Chinese resistance 
crumbled before the attack and 14th Air 
Force were unable to check it. The 
Japanese offensive linked forces in 
northern China with those in Indo-China 
and continued to the spring of 1945, 
when the threat from Russia towards 
Manchuria forced the Japanese to shift 
much of their strength to the north. The 
Chinese subsequently cut the corridor to 
Indo-China but the general situation 
changed little until the end of the war. 
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• Japanese Empire 

~ Japanese attacks 
on Ch ina 

• Occupied by Japan 
by 1941 

Occupied by Japan 
by May 1942 

Left: Chiang Kai-shek, leader of the 
Chinese Nationalist Government. His 
country was simultaneously threatened 
by the Japanese and split from within by 
the Communists. His armies were trained 
by US General Stilwell, with whom he 
eventually quarrelled. 

Right: Mao Tse-tung, leader of the 
Chinese Communists, rivals for power 
within China, whose unsteady truces with 
the Nationalists barely Iosted out the war. 
Civil War resumed once the Japanese 
threat was removed. 
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Above: (1) Japanese encroachments on Chinese 
territory before and after the invasion of 1937. When 
the Japanese attacked, Chiang Kai-shek's National 
Government Army consisted of about two million ill
equipped and poorly trained troops. The Chinese 
Communist guerrillos in north-west China had about 
150,000 troops, nominally supporting Chiang Kai
shek against the Japanese. 

Left: The Japanese prepare for their major offensive in 
the summer of 1944 to counter the US air strikes. 
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Right: (2) The Japanese offensives in the 
summer of 1944, which over-ran the US air 
fields. Further small offensives were launched 
in thefirstfew months of 1945, mainly to 
consolidate the gains of the previous year, 
before the Japanese were forced to deploy 
their strength in the north. 

Below: Chinese troops march to meet the 
Japanese challenge . They were trained ana 
supplied by the Americans. Chennault 
managed to get the bulk of the supplies 
coming 'over the hump' for his gradual 
build-up of air power in China. Stilwell 
objected strongly, insisting that the land 
forces were more important. 

-- Japanese front, May 1944 

Territory occupied by Japanese 
army May 1944/ April 1945 
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Victory in the Orient 
After conflicting plans for the invasion of Japan had been aired 
in the first half of 1945, preparations were made for Operations 
Olympic and Coronet (map 1). Olympic was scheduled for 
November 1, 1945, to land Krueger' s 6th Army on Kyushu 
(map 2) . Coronet was scheduled for March I, 1946, to land 1st 
and 8th Armies on Honshu. Two Japanese army groups, or 
'general armies' , stood ready to defend the homeland, one 
based on Tokyo, the other on Hiroshima. 

extreme west coast of Kyushu, on August 9. Japan immediately 
surrendered unconditionally. A general cease-fire came into 
existence on August 15 and the official surrender was signed on 
September 2 aboard the USS Missouri in Tokyo Bay. 

Russia only entered the war against Japan after the dropping 
of the Hiroshima bomb. War was declarecj on August 8 and the 
Soviet armies invaded Manchuria on August 9, anxious to seize 
what territory they could before Japan surrendered (map 3). 
They achieved a swift and decisive victory. In nine days, 
Yamada' s Kwantung Army was completely overwhelmed. 
Written confirmation of Japan' s surrender to the Allies did not 
reach Yamada until August 17. Negotiations with the Russians 
began on August 18 and the surrender document was signed 
the next day. Russia had gained a last-minute triumph which, 
while contributing nothing to the Allied victory over Japan, 
brought the Soviet Union a vast addition of territory. 

It was President Truman who had to take the decision to 
shorten the war by dropping the first offensive atomic bomb on 
Hiroshima, an important military HQ and supply depot, on 
August 6, 1945 . The bomb exploded over the centre of the city, 
destroying two-thirds of Hiroshima. When Japan ignored 
another surrender ultimatum, a second bomb was dropped on 
Nagasaki, a seaport and industrial town north of Sendai, on the 
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Above: (1) The conflicting plans of the 
American naval and military forces for the 
final attack on Japan. Nimitzfavoured a 
prolonged bombardment from the mainland of 
China. But MacArthur's plan for a direct 
assault, at least on Kyushu, was given 
priority. These plans would have stretched the 
war through the first half of 1946 and quite 
possibly even longer. 

Left: (2) The plans for Operations Olympic 
(November 1, 1945) and Coronet (March 1, 
1946), in the projectedfinal assault on Japan. 
If Japanese resistance on the Pacific islands 
was anything to go by, loss of life on both 
sides would have been very high indeed; far 
higher than the numbers killed by the bombs 
dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

Right: (3) The Soviet invasion of Manchuria 
in August 1945. Stalin raced against time to 
gain new land in Eastern Asia before the end 
·ofthe war. 

Right: Various estimates have been given for 
the number killed by the atomic bombs on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The lowest 
reasonedfigures for immediate deaths are 
approximately 40,000 in Nagasaki and 
80,000 in Hiroshima. Higher estimates, 
including those who died later as a 
consequence of the bombs, rise to two or three 
times thosefigures. The Tokyofire-raid by 
the Allies on the night of March 9-10, 1945, 
is estimated to have killed more than 80,000 
people and to have wounded more than 
100,000 people. But the density of deaths per 
square mile was only one-third or one
quarter as high as in Nagasaki and 
Hiroshima. 
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This bo"k details the crucial land, sea and air confrontations of the Second 
World War in a series of self-contained colour spreads, giving dispositions 
of men and equipment overthe course of a battle or campaign. It enables 

the reader to follow the development of the War from the early days of 
September 1939, when Polish cavalrymen charged German tank 

formations, to the terrible climax at Hiroshima and Nagasaki. Not on ly are 
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space is also given to a number of vital commando raids and small actions 

from the Cockleshell heroes to the Chindits. 

Simon Goodenough's informative text and captions accompany over two 
hundred colourful maps and illustrations. No newcomer to the field, he has 

written several military books. 
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